
Rainford Family Ancestors

Overview of the ancestors who brought the family to the USA



First Family of George Rainford born in London. Both Richards died in infancy; other 
children emigrated to Illinois in 1849. Robert was born there; mother  Harriet died in 
1851.



2nd Family of George Rainford with Margaret Wilcox



Robert Rainford
-son of George Rainford
-son of Harriet Strickland
-born 1849, Harriet died 1851 and 
he was raised by his sister Mary Eliz
-married Betsey Ann Franklin 1870

3 children: 
● Willis Robert
● Sarah Elizabeth “Essie”
● Lillian Cora

He raised the six children of Lillian 
after she died in 1919.

Died 1926, buried in Illinois.



Robert Rainford



Willis Robert Rainford

Born 1871

His mother Betsey died in 1889

Worked with his father Robert as a painter and 
fencemaker in Illinois.

Married Lola Mae Besse, had 3 sons. He wanted to 
homestead and Lola didn’t.  He moved to Montana 
with the oldest son, Alvin, and she went to her 
family in SD with Calvin and Clyde.

1911 Fergus County  Montana homestead

1920 proved 320 acres of ranchland

Built his cabin at age 80 by himself.  Died 1958



Willis Rainford

Clyde         Willis            Cal

Willis               Darrel



Lola Mae Besse Rainford



Lola Mae Besse Rainford

Willis               Darrel

Cal                            Lola               Clyde



Alvin Alden Rainford

1st Son of Willis & Lola

Grew up in Montana with his father,  

Willis

Married Sally Oja, a Dutch 

immigrant, and moved to California

Had one child:

● Clara Jean Rainford

Died 1971, buried California



Alvin Rainford

Willis               Darrel

Cal                            Lola               Clyde

Alvin and Cal                                              Lola and Al’s wife Sally                                                  Daughter Claire



Calvin Robert Rainford

2nd son of Willis & Lola

Raised in SD with Clyde by Lola; she kept 
house for bachelor farmer twins.

Married Ann Marie 1927 in Aberdeen 

Sons:

● Calvin Jr called “Bob”
● Roland Royce called “Ron”

Lived in Billings, Montana; built a house 
there for Lola

Married Gail in  1940

Died 1972, buried in Montana



Cal Rainford Cal                            Lola               Clyde
4 Generations: Lola, Cal, Cal Jr (Bob), Cindy



Ann Marie Ackerman Rainford Romsland

Came to Minot, ND as a child

Born in Odessa, Ukraine

Married 1927 to Calvin Rainford, had 2 sons

Married 1945 to Arne Romsland

Died 1984



Calvin Robert “Bob” Rainford



Bob and Doris Rainford Cal                            Lola               Clyde



Roland Royce “Ron” Rainford



Ron Rainford Cal                            Lola               Clyde



Beverly Grossman Rainford Cal                            Lola               Clyde

Known for her exceptional 
knitting and baking with kids, 
Bev was born in Minnesota and 
recently passed away in Los 
Vegas, Nevada.
She was expert at moving 
during Ron’s multiple 
assignments with the armed 
services. They raised six sons 
and one daughter.



Clyde Willis Rainford

3rd son of Willis & Lola

Raised in SD with brother Cal by Lola

Married Dolly LaBrie Dec 1925 in Doland

Father of 10 children 

● Darlene, Diane and Delaine 

Farmed in Spink County, SD

Died 1948, buried in Doland SD



Clyde Rainford

Willis               Darrel

Cal                            Lola               Clyde

                                       Clyde                                                                            Clyde and Dolly                                                



Florence Delia LaBrie Rainford



DollyRainford Cal                            Lola               Clyde



Interesting Ancestors we all share: Mennonites

Mennonites settled 

Philadelphia, coming from 

Swiss and Prussian locations 

where they were persecuted 

for their religion. 

Elizabeth was a direct 

descendant of the Herr 

founders.  She doesn’t 

appear to have continued 

the religion after she 

married Jonathan Besse, 

who was the grandfather of 

Lola Besse



Interesting Ancestors we all share: Ben Franklin

Benjamin Franklin, father of our country, is our 1st 
Cousin, 10 times removed. (Removed means 10 

generations past.)

Robert Rainford, our first ancestor born in the 

United States,  married  Betsey Ann Franklin.  She 

was the stepdaughter of Robert’s sister, Mary 

Elizabeth Rainford.  From her father Jason, it’s a 

direct line to Ben Franklin’s uncle.



Interesting Ancestors: Jean Mignot dit Labrie

The surname of Dolly’s ancestors was Mignault or 
Mignot in France.  
But as early settlers of Quebec, there were so many 
Mignot descendants that Jean’s branch was called 
Labrie.  So they were Mignot dit (pronounced dee) 
Labrie and then just Labrie. 
1665BIRTH 1665 •, Île-de-France, France
DEATH 6 DEC 1735 • Quebec, Canada

Jean Mignault Mignot dit Labrie  1665-1735
5th great-grandfather

Charles Mignault  1705-1759
Son of Jean Mignot dit Labrie 

Francois Migneault Mignot dit Labrie  1746-1822
Son of Charles Mignault 

Francois Marcelle "Francois" Labrie  1781-1844
Son of Francois Migneault Mignot dit Labrie 

Francois Marcelle "Marcelle" Labrie  1808-1876
Son of Francois Marcelle "Francois" Labrie 

Charles LaBrie  1852-1931
Son of Francois Marcelle "Marcelle" Labrie 

Anatole Louis "Ben" LaBrie 1879-1928
Son of Charles LaBrie 

Florence Delia Labrie 1905-1993
Daughter of Anatole Louis "Ben" LaBrie 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/200217/person/-2104852285
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/200217/person/-2104852293
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/200217/person/-2098628746
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/200217/person/-2104852869
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/200217/person/-2105163352
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/200217/person/-2109176071
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/200217/person/-1985988095


Interesting Ancestors: Filles du Roi

Filles du Roi  means ‘daughters of the King” and it is the 

name given to about 700-800 women who emigrated 

from France to Quebec in the middle of the 17th century. 

French soldiers who were battling to hold the new 

country for France needed a wife, preferably a good 

French wife. So Louis XIV (King of France) sponsored 

young women of good reputation who agreed to go to the 

New World. Each Fille received her ship passage, a hope 

chest and room and board until her marriage, although 

there wasn’t long to wait.  Most Filles had multiple offers 

of  marriage at the ship dock.

https://acanadianfamily.wordpress.com/2017/11/15/index-filles-du-roi/

