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Well, here we are at the beginning of another year! My goodness how time does fly! As |
write this | need to let you know that I am struggling with the aspect of putting all the

Christmas décor away. It’s a tough job and why oh why is it so much more fun to put things
up than to take things down?

Christmas and the holidays are a time of excitement, a time of busyness and a time for
looking ahead in anticipation of what is yet to come and then here we go, putting it all away,
tucking the tinsel, the ornaments and the nativity sets away for another year for safe keeping;
it’s almost like saying, “see you next year” to our joy, our hope, our peace and our love. So,
let’s make it different this year! We have so much to look forward to! God has blessed us
with the gift of one another and opportunities to continue the “Christmas spirit” throughout
the entire year.

This year, | challenge you (us) to keep the nativity forefront in our hearts as we love one
another and extend peace even in times of conflict; may we keep our hopes focused on the
promise that only the Savior can bring; that even in times of doubt, struggle and stress may
we rejoice that He is alive and that we pursue true, pure joy each and every day.

The words of Howard Thurman challenge and inspire us as we end the Christmas season, but
yet begin a New Year together...

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:

to find the lost,

to heal the broken,

to feed the hungry,

to release the prisoner,

to rebuild the nations,

to bring peace among the people,

to make music in the heart.

The real Christmas story never ends...it lives in our hearts, in our actions, in our words...
God is calling us to bring his promises to life.

Today is a day for new beginnings...Choose to share hope, peace, love, and joy as we
celebrate all year long!

See you Sunday!

Pastor Amy
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7:00 p.m. The speaker is Kendra Klaus from Anderson G
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~ All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for CrossWalk.
y 25 In January we will meet on the 15th and 22nd
7 b" Youth will have a meal together, then a time of biblical study

followed by closing worship.
The Youth will meet from 12:30-2:00 pim at the church or parsonage.
Please see Pastor Amy for more details.
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Pastor Amy invites all persons interested to mornings. Come grow with us!
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neighborhood, and one another.

Join us for DINNERS,
DISCIPLESHIP, at DAWSON!!
Dinner will be served at 5:30,
Intergenerational worship at 6:00,

Dawson UMC has a long rich, wonderful
history and we have many ministry

opportunities right in front of us...come then small group studies for
begin again with us as we move forward Children and Adults from
together. 6:15-7:00pm. Come and see how

fun and meaningful church can be!

Dates and times for the study groups will be
Tuesday, January 17 6:30pm, Saturday,
January 28 10:00am, and Sunday,
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participation. Copies of the book are with Your goodness,

available from Pastor Amy for $5.00 each [/// and Your paths
/Z

first session.

Psalm 65:11
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