

















basket could be lowered, our boat was so erowd-
ed," Mrs. Lois Berk, a passenger wrote the
Commandant.

"Somehow," she went on, "after a few passes
some people in the stern of our boat were able
to make room and cateh and firmly place the
basket in the boat and one at a time, nine
persons were raised to the helicopter, and flown
to the tanker Williamsburgh.

"The 'copter came back five times before I
was lucky enough to be helped into the basket,
hauled up, and quickly helped out of it, and
taken to the tanker.

"I don't know how many more trips were
made by that copter, but I know not all the
people were removed from Lifeboat #3 (by that
helicopter). One copter ran out of fuel, one had
an engine fail. I just wish I knew the number of
the copter which rescued me and the names of
its crew to express my tremendous gratitude for
a job done beyond belief of ordinary service,

"Il heard that the crewman who worked the
basket was operating his first real rescue. I was
among the first 45 he plucked from death.

"We were older people and stiff and frozen,
many seasick and had to be lifted out of the
basket. He must have had extraordinary
strength," she commented.

When the vietims reached the Williamsburgh,
they were taken below for coffee, hot drinks
and warm conversation.

In the first hour, 150 people were airlifted to
the deck of the Williamsburgh. At the end of
that hour, the seas had reached 25 foot swells
and the winds lashed the Gulf of Alaska at 50
knots.

The rescue continued. More people were
plucked from the ocean and more and more
became seasick and suffered from exposure.
Those who were in poor condition were taken
directly to Yakutat for treatment. From there,
some were transported to Juneau or Sitka for
further treatment.
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Most of them were in good health, glad to be
alive. Several of them had to leave their medi-
cines behind — for diabetes, heart problems and
other ailments. :

For hours, some lifeboats continued bobbing,
waiting for the helicopter to appear from the
storm. "When the seas started washing over the
rail into the lifeboat, the cold was almost
unbearable," Gyorkos said.

Most people spent their waiting moments in
prayer and song. Many of their small eraft had
run out of fuel making progress to the Williams-
burgh impossible, slowing rescue work. As
boats with engines tried to tow those without,
the lines snapped.

The cutter Boutwell showed up and began
taking on passengers with Williamsburgh. The
merchant ships Sohio, Intrepid and Portland
were also standing by to help, if necessary.

By noon, the seas had gotten worse and there
were still more than 200 people to rescue. At
least, there were no casualties or serious injur-
ies yet.

Pfister reported the situation from the
Williamsburgh four hours into the rescue, "We
have very difficult sea conditions. We have 250
survivors on board now but more are still in the
water."

The rescue continued, plucking one after
another from a boat or a raft. The total num-
ber on board Prinsendam was hard to deter-
mine. The sail list of passengers was accurate,
and for the most part, the ship's crew numbers
were reliable, but several people were not listed
at all. Among them were the entertainers and
the cruise staff, who managed to escape in a
separate lifeboat. Luckily, they had two Air
Force paramedies on board who were not for-
gotten. They had been dropped to the ship
earlier to assist. They were not found until 2
a.m. on Oct. 5, when the paramedics caught a
glimpse of the cutter Boutwell, fired flare guns,
and were picked up by the cutter.













