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Ann Weesner King
Pianoann97@aol.com
 
Hello again after a long break from not receiving Olney Memories.  It was one thing then another on my part and mostly I was waiting on “memories and thoughts” from contributors.  But I have had many people write and ask me when the next OM’s is going to be sent out?  So there is still interest and it takes not only me but everyone to make this work.  Up until this issue there has not been a problem with contributions.  So let’s get back in the swing of things and come up with some thoughts we want to share and maybe some questions we want to ask.
I was thinking and wondering the other day how many alleys  are there in Olney?  Are they all still used?  I know there are some or were some in the business district and what was their main use?  Are they still there and are they still in operation?  Many towns don’t have alleys now.  But think it was a way of life back in the days.  As I remember West Chestnut, West North Avenue, Cherry St and others  had alleys in their residential section back in the 50’s and 60’s.  Are they still there and what was their purpose even back when allies were built?  I think they were made back when the houses were built which would be maybe around the 30’s and 40’s and maybe before.  What about the East side of town?   
Quite a few people have asked me where the Evangelical Reform church was or is.  The   last time I noticed it was still there on the West side of Walnut Street between Butler St. and the Haven Hill Cemetery. 
Ann Weesner King
Class of 1960

 Quite sometime ago Harvey Zimmerle mailed me a stack of information of reading material with quite a bit pertaining to Olney from years past.  He has encouraged me to use whatever I think would be of interest for the Olney Memories.  I will be posting these clips along for you to read and make comments and in hopes you will have memories and information to add to these posts also.   As far as I can tell these postings came from the Olney newspaper called the Advocate.
 
 
Olney, Illinois      Friday July 15, 1904
Butter and Cheese Factory.
Messrs Jones and Bancroft, representing the Chicago Building and Manufacturing Co., are canvassing our business men and farmers in regard to the establishment of a combined butter and cheese factory in factoring butter and cheese.  The plant proposed is to have a capacity of handling 1200 pounds of milk a day, the separator separating the cream from 3,ooo pounds of milk per hour, producing twenty per cent more butter than can be made under house churning.  The skimmer milk will be returned to the farmer sterilized and remain sweet, containing more nutriment for feeding purposes than  sour milk with all the cream left in after skimming and making butter at home. 
     The separator system makes cows pay simply by making more butter from the same amount of mile, which brings more per pound.  By the separator all the cream is extracted from the milk and all the butter obtained from the cream, so that five to six pounds of averaged by the farmer.  Again, the separator expels from the cream all the impurities which may be in the milk, thus enabling the factory to produce gilt-edge butter of long keeping, qualities, perfectly uniform in color, salting, flavor and grain that always commands a ready cash sale at nearly double the price of average country butter. 
     These figures are upon the basis of cows we now have and as now treated and is simply an earning of $20 to $25 a year more on each cow, which sum is now lost by the poor system of handling milk.  Separated creamery butter is always quoted at eight to ten cents more per pound than the average country butter.
  
 This is something that is greatly needed in this vicinity, and if the business men and farmers will take hold in earnest and subscribe sufficient stock, the butter and cheese factory will be an established fact.
-------------------------------------------------------
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Harvey Zimmerly 
Class of ‘50
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