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   Here we are welcoming the year 2020 and Olney Memories is still going strong. We continue to enjoy sharing memories of our hometown.   Also because of the Olney Memories, many lost friends have been united once again due to the contact list and people talking about the Olney Memories.  This all is a good thing.    
    Please remember to keep me informed when there is a new e-mail address because this helps lots in keeping you on the mailing list.  
Ann Weesner King
Pianoann97@aol.com
Class of 1960


Richard R. Williams
rrw41@earthlink.net
Welcome, “OM” Subscribers, to the 2020 Scholarship Drive!
I am writing to share with you how our scholarship program got started and at the same time the contributions of seven great volunteers who made it possible.  We began small and very unsure how to get a scholarship program established.  Then the seven took actions.  Step by step, volunteer by volunteer and nine years later, we start our ninth Tiger Alumni Center - Tiger Pride Alumni Association (TAC-TPAA) scholarship drive.
This year’s drive will be the fourth one with the goal of $20K funding 20 scholarships of this year’s RCHS graduates.  The combined efforts of TAC-TPAA over the past eight years has resulted in 111 scholarships of $1K each.  To learn more of the coming 2020 drive, click this link:    http://www.erhsalumni.net/Scholarship-Drive-2020.htm

 Starting TAC - Wanting to Fund Scholarships
I had been retired from Lincoln Land Community College for something like six years when one of my favorite students from my first career position, Rockville H.S., and I got connected when I was welcomed to the alumni website, in part written by him.  Over several years I came to admire my student's leadership and how he, with a few other volunteers, served their members.  Thus inspired, in 2010, I started TAC.  I knew that I wanted to offer a scholarship program for our high school graduates.  What how to do so? I was at a lost at first.
 The First Seven Great Volunteers
Add seven great people:  Ann Weesner King (1960), Bob Lemke (1960), Nancy Rumsey (1968), Chris Simpson (Superintendent, then principal of ERHS), Marilyn Holt (then superintendent; now retired volunteer for TAC), Frank Wagner (1965) and Tom Weber (1964).
Ask For Help
As I say, I was at a loss, overwhelmed.  Fortunately, I remembered what I did 'when stuck' over a task at my college: I asked for help. Seek leaders for advice.
    
Chris Simpson welcomed me to two September meetings, one in 2011 with him and a second one in 2012 with him and Marilyn Holt, then-district superintendent. At the first one, he shared a plan for TAC’s scholarship program: Use TAC to raise the money to fund the scholarships, with the members sending their checks directly to him at the school with his depositing the funds in a special TAC account.  Realize, too, that he was volunteering his staff as support workers doing, for example, the accounting and correspondence.  And that got our program started.  The second meeting, with Mrs. Holt present, was even more rewarding.  She offered help in a variety of ways, but what I'll include here is related to my theme today: she suggested that I talk to Attorney Tom Weber.  At the time, she was the second one to make that suggestion.  My brother-in-law, Jack Olson (1965),  had also recommended that I talk to him.
  Ann Weesner King volunteered to promote membership for TAC.  She realized we needed members for the drives.  You see, we stared small, a hundred members three months after I started TAC; that was from September to Christmas, 2010.  By September 2011, TAC totaled 400 members (It’s 1,964 as of January 2020).  Before I can type the words, you can see a problem in the plan: very few members.  I have learned over the years that a direct relationship functions in the scholarship funding: more members, more donors.
 Bob Lemke (1960) and I had renewed our friendship, April, 2012, at TAC's only regional reunion: The Texas Mini-Reunion.   He has supported the scholarship program from the start, 'sponsoring' all drives, donating larger and larger sums each year.  When TAC had few members, his donations keep the program alive.  As I wrote above, we started small: four scholarships in 2012; seven in 2013; and ten each in both 2014 and 2015.  TAC had around 700 members in 2014; it now has 1,966.
 Frank Wagner (1965) surprised me by phoning one summer afternoon offering to donate his legal services. Frank was responding to my email messages to the TAC members for help in obtaining charity status.  That call was like the best 'Christmas gift' I could ever have! I was 'wowed!'  I wanted the scholarship donors to get tax credit.  I had heard about the "501(c)3" benefits but nothing else.  Frank, an award-winning lawyer in New York City, wanted to help. His first advice to me was to find an alum who was an attorney in Illinois to partner with him (He could not practice in Illinois) to create an Illinois charity.  Within a year, Frank and Tom completed the necessary steps, including guiding we volunteers through the process.
 Tom Weber (1964), agreed to help us by working both with Frank and with me and my volunteers.  To get the 501 (c) 3 required creating a charity. That required completion of many documents, some required state / federal forms and others we had to create (like bylaws which Tom led me through). Now we needed volunteers to serve on the TPAA board.  I remember Ann, Chris, Marilyn, and Tom naming names, but key in that stage of the process was Nancy Rumsey.  
 Nancy Rumsey (1968), today, is known as the sole TAC administrator of the very popular “In Memory” program. Every time she announces new obituaries she has posted, hundreds visit TAC to read them.  Clearly, her leadership attracts new members.  Back to the first years.  When all of us weighted the options with their benefits, our decision led to the creating a sister organization to TAC: Tiger Pride Alumni Association (TPAA).  
 Nancy was unique in that she was the only person I could share everything, meaning her thoughts and responses helped me think. For example, at one point I had to make the decision as to what was to be the charity organization, a revised TAC or a new second one.  As part of the charity requirements, key officers had to reside in the same state.  I alone lived in Georgia; key volunteers lived in Illinois.  
 
The first 7 - Great Results
The leadership of these volunteers resulted in healthy organizations: the website, the Tiger Alumni Center (TAC), and the new charity, the Tiger Pride Alumni Association (TPAA).  The combined, ‘sister’ organizations resulted in funding 20 scholarships every year, the past four, 2016-19.  That’s success!
What’s next?  Care to be part of the future?  It’s easy donate! 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]TO DONATE
 
Please make your check out to 
Tiger Pride Alumni Association
Mail it to 
Janet Everette, Treasurer,  TPAA
906 East Cherry Street      
Olney, IL. 62450
 
Remember: the Tiger Pride Alumni Association, Ltd., is a charitable, tax-exempt, 501(c)3 organization.


Richard Williams
Class of 1960
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Joe Michel Wilkerson
wilk702@yahoo.com
Marvin,
I enjoy your memories.
Was Pastor Doolin at the Nazarene?
Free Methodist, or Assembly of God church?

Joe Wilkerson
Class of ‘56

Marilyn Brock 
marilynbrock39@yahoo.com

I wonder if anyone remembers Ruth Nelson’s Tiny Dinner on Whittle Ave?
Across the Street from the used to be telephone office on Whittle Ave?  Just wondering!
[image: ]
This is my brother Larry Nelson and myself standing in front of Mom’s Tiny Diner.  My mom, Ruth Nelson, ran the Tiny Diner.  Bud Fessel’s Dry Cleaners was just 2 stores down North from Mom’s diner.  
Marilyn Nelson Brock
Class of ‘59
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Joe Michel Wilkerson
wilk702@yahoo.com 

Greetings from a member of the class of '56 !

I am currently reading, watching, and listening-to a book of Jewish wisdom by Rabii Daniel Lapin (spelled with an "a").
That being said, how many remember when men bought their suits at Musgroves, Voight the tailor, or Lopins (with an "o") ?
Men were fancy dressers back then, even with bib overalls an!   a suit coat with Scripto Eversharps in the vest pocket.
Keep writing,

Joe Michel Wilkerson
Class of ‘56

Kathryn Robinett 
klrobinett@gmail.com

Subject: Re: Olney Memories # 145
Hi Ann,
Roy Ed Doolin's report on the choir trip to Chicago with Gus & Mary Sliva triggered my memory of a band trip that we made to Chicago, also with the Slivas who were so generous to provide many enriching experiences for their students.  It could have been 1959 or 1960?  The band gave a concert to the student body of Soldan High School.  It must've been two days because we went to the Museum of Science & Industry (descended into a simulated coal mine), to Field Museum of Natural History (dinosaur skeletons, etc.), and maybe a short cruise on Lake Michigan.  In my memory, it seems one of the two tour buses was side-swiped on the highway   (? coming or going); nobody was injured, but the bus had to be replaced.  There was likely much more; does anybody else recall - corrections or additions?  Chicago is special to me because it is where my Swiss grandfather immigrated to in 1891, and where my father was born in 1898.  Grandpa purchased a farm southwest of Olney in 1919, and we lived there as a three-generation family.  Youngest of my parents' five children, I rode the school bus all 12 years (Central gr.1-6; no kindergarten, at least not for bus-riders).  In addition to Olney's excellent schools, the farm was also a valuable education and an experience of priceless memories.
Kathryn Haenggi Robinett, 
Class of 1961
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Carolyn Michel Hilk 
cshilk@yahoo.com 
Subject:  Olney-The entertainment capital of Southeastern Illinois
I surely do remember Goober & the Kentuckians!  They put on a great show!  We went to many tent revivals, sometimes 20 or 30 miles away, but don't remember  the specific gospel quartet. And to boot, my dad would even take us that far away on a school night!  
Carolyn Michel Hilk 
Class of ‘58

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Joe Wilkerson
wilk702@yahoo.com
Ann, Around 1950, Olney was home to at least two groups of entertainers:
Goober and the Kentuckians, who played country music.
Goober went on to be Billie Grammars comedian in Nashville.
The Southland Gospel Quartet which might have included Bill Gaither,
Lee Hayward, unknown group member was father of daughters who attended ERHS,
and Al Meador.
Traveling preachers with their song evangelists were guests of several local churches.
That entertainment, along with "free shows" at Calhoun and Parkersburg, was a full plate.
Still remembering at 80.

Joe Michel Wilkerson
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mildred Navolt
navoltmildred2@gmail.com 
Does anybody know the name of the old cemetery that used to be behind the slide and concession stand at the New Lake in the 60’s?  
Mildred Navolt
Class of ‘69
Ann King
Pianoann97@aol.com
The 2 maps below are of Olney in 1886.  They were sent in sometime ago and I’m sorry but I don’t know who sent it in.  I am hoping that they see it and they will speak up so they will be given credit for it.  
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