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                      September 12, 2013 

Welcome to issue # 104!  Hope everyone has had a nice summer and is anticipating a nice fall season.   There are quite a few class reunions coming up the end of this month….be looking for some pictures and comments from these reunions in the next issue!
Ann King
Pianoann97@aol.com
Class of ‘60
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Second Annual Reception
The Tiger Alumni Center, an alumni organization for ERHS, welcomes all alumni and teachers to its second annual reception, at the Olney Holiday Motel, in the Camelot Room from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00, Saturday, September, 28, 2013.
The purpose of the reception is to give all alumni, teachers, and administrators an opportunity to enjoy a convenient and free “meet and greet” event.   A special feature this year will be our presentation of “Honored Guests.”  These very special Olneans are receiving our “Tiger Alumni Center’s Lifetime Achievement Award.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our presentation is a “Bridge Across Generations” which is intended to present people who are an inspiration and who have served OTHS and ERHS faculty and students for a lifetime.
We will be announcing their names soon in our TAC website – erhsalumni.net.
We TAC administrators do realize that many of you live far away and cannot make our reception.  Perhaps you can share this news with ones who can.  Thank you!
The Tiger Alumni Center is a three-year-old alumni organization with 1,400 members serving the alumni of the East Richland High School.  It is our goal to connect faculty and alumni of OTHS and ERHS, both classmates and teachers from across the generations. 
Richard Williams, Founder
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Bud Varner
covarner@hotmail.com
Roy Miller from the Class of 52 responded that Roger Taylor was the name of the manager at Prairie Farms that my Dad would talk to. I can picture him, because when I was 9 or 10, I sold Grit Papers on a route and he would buy one from me at the creamery each week he was there.

Bud Varner
Class of ‘66
Judy Winn Brown                                                  
jdyrb1943@gmail.com                                                [image: C:\Users\King\Desktop\My Documents\Downloads from other people\Tiny pictures for Olney Memories from Richard W\TigerFaceLeaf.jpg]

Hi Ann,
I'm always so glad to read about the goings on of years past. They are so interesting. I just lived in Olney my senior year in H. S. I have many good memories.

Thanks,

Judy Winn Brown
Class of ‘62

PS. (from Ann)  Judy’s dad was Pastor at the United Methodist Church on Elm St. when Judy was a senior in High School.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ann King
Pianoann97@aol.com 

I’m curious as to how many people know what this is and the location of this landmark?   If you think you do please take a moment to let me know.   I’ll give the answer and how many people knew in the next issue of Olney Memories.  
[image: C:\Users\King\Documents\00USShieldedsmall courthouse resized ceiling for OM's\22courthouseceilinged01.jpg]
Picture taken this summer by my daughter---Debbie Schnautz
                      
Ann Weesner King
Class of 1960 
Linda Schaub-Nace
nacelinda4@gmail.com

I've read on your "Memories" site, stories about my grandparents that I had NEVER heard before!!!

My mother was Suzanne Gassmann...daughter of Louis H. "Tubby" Gassmann and George Ann. They owned the "Town Talk" ice cream parlor on Whittle Ave.


My father, Robert H. Schaub, was the son of Orville and Florence Schaub, both of whom owned the "Schaub Funeral Home " on Chestnut St.

In your latest email, you mentioned my "Papaw's" carmel corn. Unfortunately, all of his recipes were left to my aunt, Caroline Gassmann. She died at a relatively young age and I "lost touch" with her two sons. However, I have found a "close substitute": "Poppycock". Mom and Dad used to buy it when we were kids, but I had forgotten about it until about 5 years ago. I have found it in stores around the holidays, but I see that you can also order it online. The original company was bought out by "Orville Redenbacher". The "Original Recipe" is the one to get...It tastes SO much like what we remember, but with the addition of pecans and almonds. (no complaints there)

Amazing, that you Ann knew Mom, Dad and "Gramps" through the funeral home...you were very lucky to have played the organ there..."we kids" were severely "chastised" each time we turned it on and began to play...On holidays, the adults let us go downstairs, into the chapel, where "all hell broke loose". We pushed one another, at high speeds, on the rolling "bier" (I think it's called)...
it's the rolling "base" that the casket is placed on for funerals. However, there were no brakes on that "vehicle"...it was like a bobsled. Needless to say, we "crashed" into every piece of furniture, including the organ! We really did try to avoid hitting it; we KNEW that the organ was a highly restricted zone. Maybe THAT'S exactly why we were drawn to it!! 

We 10 "Schaub cousins" turned that huge chapel into an Olympic stadium...Another event was the "high hurdles". We arranged the empty "flower stands" in a line and attempted to jump them. 
I really doubt if there were many winners...those stands must have been 3 feet  tall !!

I still think I remember the "start-up" sound of that organ, (when we dared to play it)...Wasn't it a loud (and scary) vacuum sound?? The adults, who were upstairs, (laughing and talking) didn't always hear our "music" right away...Our repertoire included "Heart and Soul" duets and, of course, "Chopsticks". Within minutes of our opening number, Dad would come running down to the balcony SCREAMING, "get off of that organ !!!"...I really don't think that we ever understood what was so "precious" about that organ. So, that's why I say that you were VERY lucky to have "free-reign".



Please accept my gratitude for creating a "place" where we can refresh the memories which are the dearest and the deepest. You are a historian...one who cares about what "once was".


-------
P.S. I love your postings of Olney Memories...we were all SO lucky to have grown up there.
I've considered moving back there for my retirement...though, it could never be the same...of course, and unless EVERYONE moves back there....We could re-create it, based upon our collective memories...wouldn't that be perfect?

Sincerely, Linda Schaub-Nace
Class of ‘65
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From Ed Iaun - living near Mexico City
ediaun@gmail.com


Probably most of you know all this didn’t  know about the State Fair Did know about Lincoln Douglas talks and DR Rip Anderson Great Grandfather wanted to duel Abe in Lawrenceville and Abe said we will use Calvary swords in 6 ft of water everybody laughed cause he was only about 5ft 6 Rip was my boss at Good Sam Hospital his Dad and Grandfather were also Doctors His cousin Dr Bill Anderson Rip and myself were going to see a patient and we went by a new Ice machine and Bill said look Rip that ice cube is round and has a hole in it that new Rip said hell I been Married 30 years to one of those !!!! Ha he was a Corker and great Surgeon and Boss Gramps Ed s Dad was in the Union Army during the Civil War some of Olney were put with Pana part of the to Calavary that went South they made a movie about it called the Horse Soldiers with John Wayne and Dee Brown wrote a book about it Graingers  Raiders ??? 
---------- 
History of Olney below                   
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Submitted by:  Ed Iaun
Class of ‘57
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                            
                                                          
David Schnautz
david@clarkfreight.com 
Hello all,
The scratch pad shown below from the Olney Trust Bank is self-explanatory. I don’t have much info on that subject. I remember them being around but that’s about it. 

The little black book is from J and H communications. I do know something about this subject. J and H stood for Joyce and Harold Michels. Joyce was a school teacher at Central school. I can’t remember which grade but I am going to guess 3rd. I wasn’t in her class. Harold was the Son of Mike Sr. who owned and operated West Mikes, the “other” famous hamburger joint  in Olney. 
Rumor has it that Harold Jr. hated the restaurant business and vowed to get out of it when his Dad was unable to operate it any more. That day came and Harold opened up a CB (citizen’s band) radio shop in the old restaurant. As I remember he was one of 2 CB shops in Olney that sold them, other than places like Radio Shack.  
 J and H would work on the radio and other components for maximum reception and transmission. All of this happened at the time of the big CB craze about 1973. Harold’s  CB business was in a good spot, being just across the street from Prairie Farms where the trucks would unload, a quick and easy walk across the street. Harold gave out little books like the one shown below to make notes in and keep track of other people you communicated with—just another little “giveaway” piece of the past. 
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David Schnautz
Would have been Class of 1982
(if we had not moved to Texas) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

George Roth                            
Groth2@nwcable.net            [image: C:\Users\King\Desktop\My Documents\My Pictures\George roth resized.jpg]

This is a condensed version from a paper I (Ann King)  was given in reference to George Roth who is the third of five generations to be members of the Knights of Columbus.  George has helped with many things in and around Olney for a great number of years….so I’m writing a few memos from the sheet about his contributions to the town of Olney. 

George joined the Knights of Columbus in Olney on 12-1-1954 at 19 years of age.  On 7-1-55 he was elected Deputy Grand Knight.  On 3-1-56, he joined the fourth Degree.  On 5-4-56, he was chosen Outstanding Knight of the year.  On 7-1-56, at 20 years old, he was elected Grand Knight by 577 members.  The council was in suspension, the club and bar were in debt.  George had many money raising event s and in just two months the council was back in good standing.  In six months, all the bills were paid.  George started a teen center in the K of C Hall in Olney.  In a short time, they had over 200 teen members which was a great asset to the teens at this time.   
George made a commitment to serve his community.  He worked to improve the quality of life in the area and fostered patriotism.  His perseverance and strong work ethic was instilled in him by his parents as he grew up on the family farm, the youngest of 5 children.  He graduated from St.Joseph’s Catholic Grade School and East Richland High School in Olney.  He was employed in many areas….one being the well- known Mikes Ice Cream Parlor.  He volunteered  two  times each month for over 3 years as activity director at Richland Memorial Hospital.  He delivered meals on wheels over 2 years and distributed food and clothing to the needy.  George is a member of the Disabled American Veterans, American Legion and likes to visit veterans in the hospitals.  

  He considers it a great honor to be nominated to the Springfield  Diocesan Chapter Hall of Fame.    
                                                                  
George Roth   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sam Keiffer
skeiffer@q.com 


In reviewing the 1908 high school annual, I noticed several names the perked my interest. Board member D. Z. Vernor was married to my Great Aunt Caroline (Carrie as she was known to everyone), was my Great Grandmother Anna McLean's sister. I meant her several times when visiting GG (as Anna was known to us kids) before we moved from St. Louis. The other names were the Vernor ladies, Margaret, a Senior and Kathryn, a Sophomore. Margaret married Dr. O. C. Borah and they lived in the big house across the street from St. Joe's school. Cousin Margaret opened her home 48 yrs ago to my then "wife to be" and 2 of my sisters to spend the night before our wedding and to prepare for the wedding the next day and that way they only had to walk across the street to St. Joe's. One note of humor on this was Cousin Margaret had to admonish the 3 young ladies late that evening (10PM??) to be quite and go to sleep. I guess that happened several times.

Sam Keiffer
Class of 1960
============================================================================================
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© On March 1, 1870, an association of musicians, under the name of the Olney Silver
Comet Band, was incorporated. In the early 1880s. the organization was enlarged and
the name changed to the “Olney Coret Band,” which was the offcial band af the Staie
Fair held in Olney in 1887 and 1888. Following several more reorganizations and name
changes, the band became the Cumrmins Municipal Band in 1932, the name it bolds
today.  The band is believed to be the oldest confinuously operating municipal band in.
Ilinois. At least one musician from the Class of °62, Paul Parker Gay, sill plays in the
band at the weekly summer concerts held i the Olney City Park.

 Charles B. Tripp was bom ia Woodstock, Canada, on July 6, 1855. The fimily moved
o the arce (neer Sumner) after his father retred from the ailroad. Tripp attended school
in Olney, and was very successful in[ife, despite the fac he was bon, with no arms, not
even shoulder blades. The deficiency prompted him fo go on to accomplish greater tasks
and live 2 nomal life. He bosame & experienced wood carver and fumiture maker,
using only his fest, which he had trained to o the tasks most people use their hands fo
do. As a means of showing people he could do anything a person with arms could do, he
traveled with Barmum & Bailey Circus for 19 ycars. He marricd latc in lf: and confinued
1o travel with th circuses in the summer, while spending the winters in Salisbury, North
Carolina. During the winter months, he oftcn made bis living by making furmiture until
e circuses would retur. He died of pewmonia in 1930 in Salisbury.  His body was
transported to Olncy by tain for buril in Haven Hill Cemetery.

 Richland County i perhaps the Chowder Capital of linois, if not the world. Chowder
is believed 1o have originated in the early 19005 and probably stemmed from the southern
dish known as “Burgois” (pronounced bur-goo) and prepared using every ype of meal
available, from squirrel and rabbit to beet. pork and chicken. In Richland County, there
are chuxch chowders, village chowders, club chowders, and private and backyard affairs
that streich_from Noble to Clarermont and fom Dundes to Parkersburg with Calhoun,
Passport and Wynoose and ofhers in between.

 On Scptember 16, 17 and 18, 1954, the National and llinois Soil Conservation Days
and Plow Maiches were held at “Onion Hill” in northwestern Richland County,  little
more than a mile fom the newly designated Center of Population of the United States.
“The Hlinois State Police cstimated attendance for the firs. day at 21,000 10 25,000; on the
second day between 60,000 o 62,000; and on Saturday for National Day, approximately
75.000 t0 80.000 attended. Honored guest speakers included Frra Taft Benson, the
United States Secretary of Agriculture, attending for President Dwight D. Eisenhower,
who sent a lettr of regret; and linois Governor William G. Stratton.

 The Great Depression lastod for mearly 10 years, but in Richland County, the
Depression began 1o ¢nd in 1936. By 1939 some people, perhaps half the population,
“never had t 50 good.” The reason was the discovery of o, Although parts of Richiand
County never produced 2 well the surrounding counties of Clay, Jasper, Marion, Wayne,
Jefferson, Clinton and Washington countics, comprising the Llinois Basin, were very
Joductive, Maay of the larger exploration and service companics built beadquartes in
Olney, vhich brought an il boom to the arca that lasted through the 19705
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DID YOU KNOW???

‘@ The first poitical ownership of th territory now known as Richland County was by the
French. In 1702, the French setlled in Vincennes, which became the most important
French sctflement in s territory.

 In 1841, Richland County was carved out of the castern part of Clay County and the
western partof Lawrence County, which were both originally part of Edwards Counry —
block of land that once included the castern half o inois and Wisconsin, reaching to the
border of Canada.

‘® Before the white man seted in Richland County, the Indians hunted here, Afir the
‘War of 1812, a settlement was made and the Indians gave up their lsnds and went farther
‘west and north. The last Piankeshaw, common to this arca of Tlinois and Indians, was &
‘woman who died in Olney in 1932

® Our town’s name came from Judge Aaron Shaw, who had suggested the name of
Olney, afier his loyal friend, Natban Olney, a Lawrenceville banker.

© In the caly days, providing a place for the county and circuit courts to conduct
business vas 1o easy fask. The first commissioners met in (he nearest available cabin,
‘ome located just cast of Olncy on the Trace Road. Rental was $1.00 per month, with the
‘county famishing the stove for heating and the cabin’s owncr the wood. - Several other
strustures fllowed. Onc bulding, 40 foct square and two stories high, was painted wiite
‘and known far and wide a5 th finest courthouse in tis part of the stat. - The courthouse
that proceded the prescat building was an imposing structure with an elevation of 52 fect
and sumounted. by  dome thet reached an awe-inspiring height of 122 feet This
‘uilding lasted until 1914 when it was destroyed by fire, possibly caused by u pessing
linois Centrl trin when a spack from the cogine lodged in one of the hundreds of
pigoon and sparrow nests that infested the cupola.

 Richland County has a rich mitry history, built by patriotism and commitmen. An
1865 report showed Richland County fumished a total of 1,577 men during the Civil
‘War, 54 more than the government quota. » Nearly 1,000 men served in World War L
including Jobn R. Lindscy, a brigadier gencral. » The original registration in the drafy,
enacted in 1940, showed 2148 rumes from Rictland County during World War IL. The
‘county produced four World War I generals ~ William Campbell, Frank Schilt, Edmund
Sebree and Reginald Harmon ~ giving Olncy the nickname of “The Town of Generals.™

@ The 1950 Census placed the US. Center of Population a litle west and north of
‘Dundas, on the Carl Snider farm. On October 18, 1951, a large parade #nd cclobration
‘rought out 25,000 residents and visitors, including Gov. Adisi Stevenson, Sea. Paul
‘Douglas and the U.S. Secretary of Commerce.
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 Olney was a typical country town of the nineteenth-century Midwest. With stores.
strung along the main street, the bustling arca was the hub of activty for the suounding
countryside.

 The real growth of Olney began in 1855 with the completion of the O & M Railroad.
On one occasion in 1858, 17 carloads of emigrants, with their household goods and
farming utensils, landed at the Olney depot.

 Though Lincoln and Douglas never dcbeted in Olney, both presidential candidates
spoke at separate political rallis in Olney on the same day, Scptember 20, 1856. A
special plaque commemorating the occasion i located on the courthonse lawn.

« Most Richland County natives have 5o idea the Village of Claremont was once a resort
town. A large lake once cxtended on both sides of the railroad tracks on the westside of
Claremont. The lake — sporting boat ridcs, a large hotel and summer resort — wias a
‘popular “Sundaying” center in the 18805 and 1890s. Special train cxcursions ran from St
Louis to the Claremont resort

‘o Claremont had its spot in national politics. Miss Marie Brehm, 2 teacher at Claremont
School during the 1887-88 term, was an ardent advocatc of prohibition and women
suffrage. Her interest and cnfhusiasm in temperance and moral welfare caused her o
ravel widely tbroughout the world.  She worked her way 1o (he 10p of the National
Commitize Prohibition Party i 1920, and was on the Prohibition Party’s ticket 2s
candidate for viee president of the United Statcs in the 1924 national election.

 Another big attraction of the decade of the 18805 was the Illinois State Fair, held in
Olney in 1887 and again in 1885,

 The lack of television, movies and the automobile was no hindrance to the enjoyment
of Iife in the 18805. Visiting was popular and church festivals and suppers were
commonplace. For the cultured, the Opera House was well attended.  And roller skating.
wwas becoming an attractive amusement.

 In the mid-1890s, the citizens were cxcited over the possibilicy of geting the Eastern
Ilinois Normal School. With assistance from the Busincss Men's Association
(foreruaner of the Chamber of Commerce), Olney entered the fight 10 win the school
The new schoals frustees made two tips 1o Olney and were favorably impressed.
However, on September S, 1895, nofification came that Charleston had been selected as
the site for what is now Eestern Ilinois University.

« Richland County has produced two U.S. Congressmen: former sherifl George Shipley
who, at the time of his clection in 1958, was the youngest member of Congress; and the
Class 0f 1962 own Terry Bruce, elected in 1985, who scrved as mority whip at-large
during his second term.
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£0d o a tavern and fumished with slab seats and board desks, One of the Sadbmes wus
e Nelson, 2 growm man who attended th school located nar his house. There potng
20 steel pens in those day, a principle examination for being hircd 25 # eacher it
candidate’s abilty to construct a pen from a goose quill,

3./ terest in ¢ collge ot Olney predated the preset Olney Centval College by some.
70 years when Olney was onc of the cities considered as 2 sit for Bt oo,
Univesiy, 4 eitzcns’ conmitios was formed on August 27, 1957, 0 puuses binging 3
Juior college o Olucy. A 1959 survey revealod an overwhelming suppert o o
Commurity coliegs, with more than 50 percent of high school semors indieating thy
oud atiead 2 twoear college in Olney.  When Pure Oil decided to. clece
don operation in Olncy, the company was persuaded to deed fts 13 sores ot
land and lacge office building to the district. On September 15, 1962, & refencagny .
establish & fonior college passed by & 5-1 margin. Classes started n Seppermber 1963

o It believed The Oluey Times was the first paper in the Uniied States to come our
eperly for the election of Abrabam Lincoln for Presiden i 1860. By 1390, four
RewSpapers ~ three weeklis and one semi-weekly — were published in Olney.

Weber family members joined the staff and, at onc time, four brothers and |wo.sm.=rs
e working togethcr.

2 Bird Haven, the Robert Ridgway Memoril Arborctum & Bird Sanctuary, is located
mcar Bast Fork Lake. Ridgway was a noted omithologist, scientst, srtst and augins
Aflr 2 distinguished carcer, including 2 S0-year association with fhe Smithsanioy
Insfuion, b xeied to Olncy in 1916 aad developed Bind Haven, a bird ssmctuzay snd
Experimental arca for e culfvation of non-mative trees and plants. In the 19205, fne
a0t was said 10 have been second only 1o 2 ract in Japan in the mamber of species of
‘plantsit contained in ane arce.

o 1925, a city ondinmoe was passed giving the right-of-vay to a whit squizel on any
smeet in Olnoy. In 1943, Minois legistatore prssed » state law declaring <t 15 anion
for any person to take white squirels in this state a any iz~
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1 & H COMMUNICATIONS

CB Radio Heatlquarters

228 W. Main_Olney, Il
(618) 3928381
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/MEMORY LANE.
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E.R.H.S. RECEPTION

Tiger Alumni Center's Second Annual Reception

Welcome!

Alumni, Administrators, and Faculty!

Olney Holiday - Camelot Room - Saturday 1 to 3 - September 28th

Hosted by the Tiger Alumni Center (TAC) - erhsalumni.net
Contact: Richard Williams, rrw41@eathlink.net




