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 Greetings Olney Memories Readers!  

How is everyone holding up during this pandemic?  We are healthy and trying to stay home as much as possible.  Things are quite different in most everyone’s lives but we have to try and make the best of it right now.  For instance, my own class reunion of 1960 has decided to cancel our 60th Class Reunion for this year.  Probably there have been other Class Reunions that have been canceled too.  Yes, disappointing, but the right thing to do
For those who may not know the E-Mail Contact list contains names and email addresses of those who want to share theirs with others.  I have been working on this list and bringing it up to date.  If anyone finds an email address that is not correct, please let me know and I will make the correction.  I will be sending it along in this Olney Memories as an attachment this time.  If you wish to have your name on this list, you DO have to let me know however, and I will gladly add it.  Just send me your name, email and tell me you want to be included on the contact list.   Thank you for this.
Remember to send in your “memories”.  
Ann Weesner King
Class of 1960

Richard R Williams
rrw41@earthlink.net 
From 2012 to Now: $131 Scholarships Funded!
 
Hello OM subscribers!  As a result of the virus, you may have donated and not have learned, that The Tiger Alumni Center (TAC) – Tiger Pride Alumni Association (TPAA) annual scholarship drive for the fourth year topped over $20,000. 
Since 2012 to now, for nine drives, donors have raised a total of over $131,000.00, thus funding 131 scholarships.
 If you would like to see the 2020 recipients, click on the following link:  http://www.erhsalumni.net/2020-Scholarship-Recipients-List.htm
100% of your Scholarship Donations goes to Recipients!  Also know that a RCHS committee selects the recipients, not us.
 Whether you donated or not, thanks for wishing us well!
 
Richard Ray Williams
Founder, TAC-TPAA
Class of 1960
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


RoyDoolin
roydoolin@hotmail.com 
Thanks for the latest Olney Memories. I have been enjoying it for years.
In the summer of 63, I worked for Charlie Winters at the Standard Station next to the Dog and Suds on West Main Street. It was a full service gas station. I pumped gas, washed windshields, checked oil, changed oil, washed cars and trucks, and did light mechanical work. I also worked at the Dairy Queen a little further west on Main Street. I rode the Dilly Bar scooter all over town that summer. I got that job after I overhauled the scooter engine. 

Roy Doolin
Class of ‘64
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Roy Miller 
roylm1703@gmail.com

Could the name of the scout leader have been Glen Largent. I remember him being the coke bottling mgr. somewhere in the '40s. We kids would ride into the plant on summer days and tell him how thirsty we were and he would give us a bottle of coke. Then tell him how thirsty we still were.  But he would let us know, only one free coke.
As I remember his son in law Don Murray drove a big coke truck to the nearby towns to deliver to them. Once he had a terrible appendicitis attack in Robinson, and got in his truck and drove to Olney lickety split with it, and that it hurt no worse to go fast or slow. Hope my memory is right, but from, an 85 year old mind, ??
RLM
Class of ‘52

Samuel Totten 
samtotten@outlook.com

Ray.  Hope and pray this finds you well and happy.     Joseph Smith came up with the name of my Scoutmaster when I was 12 years old.    Smith wrote that Arol Preston came from Du Quoin to Olney to manage the Olney Coke Plant.  I immediately recalled that was he was my Scoutmaster for a couple years or more.  My 87 year old memory says he left Olney and the Troop disbanded.  About that time I started working at Bowers Drug Store on Main Street when I was 14yrs old.  Lots of Olney Memories.   Thank for your help!!
Sam Totten   [image: 😊][image: 😊][image: 😊]                                   "GOD BLESS"  as Red Skelton would always say!

Class of ‘50
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Roy Miller
roylm1703@gmail.com

The second I saw Arol's name, I pictured his face very clearly.  I think he smoked cigars. Bowers Drug Store. What did you do there? Go in early and fill the hopper on the stoker and start up the heat for the day and Janitor work. Then raid the pie case for left over pie that was fair game.  And go upstairs with Judy and carry down shelf stuff to restock the shelves. And chat with Pops.  I carried their key in my senior year, 1952 and did that. I think I followed my cousin, Paul Von Almen who did it before me.  Walter was a great boss. Later I worked 11 years for Eaglesons.  Once I took a car up to a Chicago suburb to Joan Forney that they had purchased and brought home her trade in. All good memories for us old codgers. Oh before that, I worked for Maas Market, the pie and salad place a few doors east for $10.00 a week.  Bought a 1929 Model A Ford with it from Muriel Cutshall for $30.00 and had to pay Ray Burgener $1.00 for 5 gallon of gas. 
Roy L. Miller
Class of ‘52


Ann Weener King
Pianoann97@aol.com 
I’m not positive this has been the OM’s, but I have reason to believe it has not.  I do not know how I obtained it, so decided now is the time to post article.

-------
 Regarding earlier comments and questions by ODM readers on the Center of Population…
OUR DECADE ON THE NATIONAL STAGE
Richland County can’t claim to be the center of the universe, but for one shining decade, we were the population center of the United States.  There was much cause for celebration in 1951, when the 1950 census placed the U.S. Center of Population a bit west and north of Dundas, on the farm of Carl D. Snider.  
According to articles in the Oct. 17 and 18, 1951, issues of the St. Louis Globe Democrat, “The town (Olney) of 7,541 and all of Richland County are agog – even more excited than when oil was discovered in the vicinity – and they’re celebrating with dignitaries, parades, speeches and a pilgrimage to the exact spot on the farm of Carl D. Snider that has brought fame.”
The area was eagerly anticipating a large parade and program on Oct. 18, which would attract such dignitaries as Illinois Gov. Adlai Stevenson, U.S. Secretary of Commerce Charles Sawyer, U.S. Census Bureau Director Roy V. Peel, U.S. Senator Paul Douglas (from Illinois), and Indiana Gov. Harry F. Schricher.  Even President Truman was invited to this Republican section of Illinois, but he sent word that he couldn’t make it.
The celebration kicked off at 12 noon with a dinner at the Litz Hotel in Olney for all the dignitaries.  After being hospitably fed, the dignitaries became part of a whopper of a parade headed by 10 high school bands and 25 floats, all witnessed by more than 25,000 excited fans lining the streets.  Miss Olney, Angela Kocher, rode on the Olney float, waving to the throngs of people.
“The town of Dundas, Ill., only about 200 in population, and only about a quarter of a mile from the center of things, was at first miffed because Olney held the celebration,” according to a St. Louis Globe-Democrat article.  “But they later agreed they couldn’t handle the crowds.  They were in good humor today and had a float in the parade.  On that float rode farmer Snider, his wife, and their two children, John Robert, 2, and Don Roger, 5.”  
And, although President Truman was not present, that did not faze the parade organizers.  According to the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, “Olney dug up a substitute that attracted much attention.  He is Fred R. Levering, a former resident, who lives in Wallace, Idaho.  Levering looks just like the President.  He rode in the parade wearing a high silk hat and looking for all the world like a President.  There was one essential difference between Levering and Truman, however.  Levering is a Republican.”
The parade wound up at the Olney City Park, where Gov. Stevenson served as master of ceremonies.   Indiana Gov. Schricher spoke, presumably to shed some oratorical tears of farewell to the center of population after being in Indiana since 1890.    
The main speaker was Secretary Sawyer, whose Commerce Department includes the Census Bureau.  “The center of population has moved across Indiana and now is in Illinois,” said the secretary.  “Then he made a prophecy:  The center of population of the United States will always stay in Illinois.”
Richland County could claim that distinction through the decade of the 1950s, but the good Secretary failed to anticipate some upcoming changes.  As Alaska and Hawaii became states and the population began to move westward, so did the center of population.  The 1960 census declared Clinton County, Ill., at a spot 6½ miles northwest of Centralia, as the nation’s new center of population, and by 1980, it had moved through Illinois and into DeSoto, Missouri, in Jefferson County.
Following the speeches and other formalities, a caravan made its way to the site of the Census Marker, which was erected along the west side of Illinois Route 130, near the southwest intersection with the Dundas/Wendelin Road.  Although this wasn’t the “exact” spot of the country’s new center, it was placed in a nearby spot that would offer maximum visibility for tourists and others traveling by on Route 130.  Following those ceremonies, people who wanted to be able to say they’ve stood on the center of population could make a pilgrimage up the road to Snider’s cornfield.
So, just how is the center of population determined?  The Bureau of the Census has developed a complicated system in which the United States is regarded as a flat plane and everybody in it is supposed to weigh the same.  At the point where the plane would balance is the center of things.
The Globe-Democrat declared the hoopla to be the biggest event in the history of Olney.  And, during the celebration, “Proud Olneans pointed out that their city is the first in business per capita in the United States, that is the center of the Illinois oil industry and it represents a large trading center.  It is also the center of the red top hay industry and 86 percent of its farms are debt free.  The area also leads Illinois in the purchase of War Bonds.”
Being the Center of Population for 10 years provided a great opportunity for Olney and Richland County to show off its colors. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Cherry St. School
Olney, IL. -  1955 & 1947 
------------------

This is still Ann…..
This is still Ann….
[bookmark: _GoBack] I had a memory pop into my head the other day.  There was a Hardware Store on the north side of Main St two or three doors down (west) from the Arcadia Theater.  They sold a little bit of everything; tools, nails, wallpaper, paint and etc.  I believe the store itself went clear through to the next street north behind Main, which was/is York St.   I remember going into that store quite frequently with my mom and dad when I was pretty small.  What I particularly liked about that building was a big ramp.  It was about in the middle of the store where I could run (not fast mother would say) up and down while they did their shopping. The ramp made the back part of the store a little higher than the front part.   I thought that was so neat and unusual to have that good sized ramp inside a store!    Does anyone else remember this and the name of that Hardware Store? 

Ann Weesner King
Class of 1960
=========================================================================================================================================================================================================
                                                                      
image2.png




image3.jpeg




image1.jpeg




