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TAT0NUCTICON

1 Jarmary 1966 - 31 June 1966

The Cherrers celebrated their first 6 months as a reconstructed unit
on the first of Janu=ry 1966, The 1lst Cov-lry Nivision of Rores and the
2n? Inf-nitry Division of ™. Senning, ~a., sxchange? unit Aesignations; the
11th Air Asseult Division retire? their Solers and tocether with the re-
meinder of the 2nd Infantr= Mivisiecn at ¥t. Bemming were redesisnate? the

y

1st Air 3avalry Divisinn on 1 July 19AE5. The 1st Air Cavalrw Division then
sped throrgh a -d=y training-resdiness program anl at the #n® of august
movec to Vietnam. #s the Army's first air mohile Jivisien, it placed inte
rractics the new concept of 2 heli-berne Adivision, with m2-imum emphesis
on fire power, flexih lity 2nd mobility. The success of this new concentws
horne out continmi21ly in operations ag=inst the Viet Cong.

The Chargers spent more than i out of the first 6 menths of 1966 in
actions ag-inst the Viet Cong. This history covers the me2jor operaticns
nf the hattalion: COperation =tader, iasher & White Wing, Jim “owie, Lincoln
2 Rosby, Cragzy Horse, and a portion of "athan "ale, The ba*talion hoth strt~d
an? ended its second A months in Vietnam on combat cverations. Tn =47ifion

to the orerations, mentirn is mede of some civil action prorrems and

trensitory peric's hotuween operations,
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OPERATION MATADOR
1 January 1966 - 23 January 1966

The general concept of "Operation lMatador! was to operate with the
1st Brigade en a search and destroy mission in western Pleiku Province,
and in the soutrern part of Kontum Province. The lst Battalion (Abn),
12th Cavalry received the mission of securing Highway 19 for the road move
from An Khe to the assembly area, the Cateska Tea plantation, which was
later named Stadium.

The 1lst Battalion (Abn), 12th Cavalry had Companies A and B airlifted
out to secure the west and east side of Pighway 19 respectively. ™While
securing the critical po-nts such as intersections, bridees and critical

terrain around the highway the companies conducted short reconnaissance
patrols. ™ith the positioning ef Compsries A and B,the battalion, after

a slhort review on ambush and counterambush techniques, jumped into sand-
bagged vehicles and proceeded for Stadium in 4 March Units, with a total

of 113 vehicles under the command ef the BRattzlion Executive Officer,
Major Cantrall, While makin~- the move there was a platoon of the 2nd
Battalion, 20th Aerial Rocket irtillery on continuous call, The entire

road meve to Stadium was completed without incident and the security

elements finally Jjoined the main body on 3 January 1966 after seeing the A
remaining elements of the brigade through.

The fourth of January 1966 found Bravo Company making a helicopter
assault north to Duc Co near the Cambhodian border for search and destroy
eperations, moving north into southern Kontum Province. They made a total
of 3 airmobile assaults into unsecure Landing Zones and on the 5th of January
the 2nd Platoon captured two Viet Cong and found a large rice cache in an
abandoned village, During the mission, the terrain remained very thickly

vegetated and difficult to traverse.




Alpha and Charlie Jompanies moved out on air assaults on the 6th.
Alpha moved out to a large burned out village northeast of the Due Co
Specinl Forces Camp to secure an LZ for an artillery batterv and encountered
no enemy initiall-, However, the 2nd Platoon flushed some Viet Cong
suspects from a bunker and Alpha Compzny continued sweeping southwest
searching for a suspected Viet Cong Prisoner of War camp which an alleged
Vietnamese escapee, captured b~ the lst Platoon, reported. He said that 5@
Americans were in the camp Which was lightly defended, but the search proved
futile and Alpha Company returned to secure the artillery. The ninth of
January found Alpha jumping a distance of 12 feet from choppers (unable to
get lower due to the terrain and undergrowth) in an air assault. The
company Jjoined up with a Special Forces Sergeant and a platoon of Civil
Irregular Defense Guard Strikers; their mission was to screen an area seeded
by time detonated bomhs. The operation resulted in the capture of one VGS.
Mesnwhile, Charlie Comnany made an assault near the Camhodian border for
search and destroy operations until the 10th when they returned to the
Stadium for two days before returning acain to the border.

Th= battalion returned to the base csmp at An Khe on 19 January 1966.
The battalion had no solid contact with the enemy while out on "Operation
ratador" but it nrovidasd good training, particularly for the newly assigned
men, after a long lull in base camp during December. As the battalion was
already scheduled for another operation on the 24th of January, first pri-
ority went to maintenance, resuoply and equipment rather than relaxation,
However, this time was a breather and broke the constant strain ef con-
tinuous missions. During this four-day veriod, 2LT Lewis Anderson joined

the “attalion and assumed comnand of the lst Platoon of Bravo Company.




‘Yhile en "Oper:tion matador" the battalion engag=d in geveral eivil
affairs prejects. The battalion received word from brigade that a Viet-
namese village in the vicinity of Pleiku wanted to relocate. and that
the 1lst Battalion (airborne), 12th Caval'y was assiened the evacuation.
The exiraction zroup lead by Major Cantrall and Captain Steimert, the 5-2,
moved 3000 meters from the battalion b2se to the village. On the wayr
they passed 2 montansard village where we had conducted sick call the day
Yefore. Upon arri¥al at the village members of the team moved out to insure
the security of the area. The village Chief was then told that this was
the d-y of extraction and that they had a total of four hours to be ready
for the move., The villagers with the help of the team met the deadline
and loaded 6 sorties of CH 47's full of personnel, livestock, food, furn—
iture, and enuipment. At dusk the last chinook lifted off carrying the
last of the livestock and the securi®r force. It was ironical that the
major problem of the day was not the meetinr ef the time schedule but
rather the moving ef one last bull from the pick-up zone. Here brute
strength won out over cunning and the animzl was dragged aboard. The
day ended with 200 Vietnamese being relocated in New Pleiku, a resettle~
ment town.

The second civil affairs voroject concerned a rice thresher which was
nicked up in a VC-controlled area and carried back to Camp “adcliff. The
rice thresher was worth about $500,00 (American), but was broken and
would cost $200,00 to repair. Upon conference with the Village Chief
of Song Ton, (the local village for which the battalion was assigned civil
affairs responsibility), it was agreed that we would give then the machine
if the village built the housing for it and raised a loan for the repair
cost which could easily be repaid out of profits from the mill. Thus on
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the 5th of May 1966 Captain daxwell, the Battalion 2ivil Affairs Officer,
formally gave the village Chief the thresher which definitely helped the

village prosper.

OP5RTION MASHER/WHITE VING
24 January 1966 — 12 March 1966
The Hattalion was attached to the 3rd “rigade for "Operation Masher"
which was to take place in the northeastern section of Binh Dinh Province.

This particular area is a very rich and fruitful agricultural section. The

eperation was to have three nhases, the first of which was to take nlace
between 24 and 30 January, with the battalion seizing and securing the

Phu Cat rifle range for use by the 3rd Forward Support Element anc suoport-
ing aircraft. The battalion(minus one company which was to secure the

3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery on the 23rd) had the additienal task of
being on a two-hour alert status.

The 23rd of January found 4lpha Company securing an eight-inch battery,
from the 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillerv, and a 175mm self-propelled howit-
zer battery, from the 6th Battalion, 1li4th Artillery, on a cenvoy moving
50 kilometers north ef JQui Nhon eon Highway l. They spent eight days secur-
ing the artillery and then moved north to the brigade forward base. On the
23rd the battalion was airlifted to secure Phu Cat; Company B landed on the
north and Company C landed on the south rith both conducting patrols in
their respective areas. The lleeonnaissanee Platoon of Delta Company
constituted the battalion reserve, Delta's mortar platoon was in general
support and its anti-tank plateon provided the battalion security. The
1ift to Phu Cat took 24 UH-1Ds and 1k CH-47 sorties with all units clesing

by 1230 hours with negative enemy contaet.
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On the 25th of January, the battalion sent out a Long Range Patrol
on 2 three day reconnaissance mission of the near by hill massas to the
east for the orrpose of reporting the trails in the area. At approximately
the same time Bravo ZJompany conducted an air asssult 29 miles north of Jui
Nhon near Highway 1, while Charlie Company found 500 pounds of rice which
they had to destroy due to the lack of transportation facilities. After
four more days of securing the brigade base, Company C was alerted and
airlifted to reinforce the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry; however, they were
not committed and returned the same day. Bravo was committed to =nother

area and flew by CH-47 4® kilometers north, landed and observed VC in a

valley, and called “R% and artillery in on them. Bravo then conducted search

and destroy operations ending up with only 5 V0S. The next d-y found both
B and C Commanies alerted and flown to reinforce the 2nd Battalion, 7th
Cavalry, this time ¢ Company stayed while Dravo returned.

The 30th of January found Companies A, B and C on seek and kill
operations with the Battalion Command Post being secured by Delta Company.
All the line companies moved on parallel axis southeast but initially had
no contact. During the period 1550 - 1835 hours, Company C received small
arms and 3utomatic weavons fire incurring 2 KTAs and 4 WIAs; artillery and
ARA were c>lled in with the result of 5 V2S b2ing wounded "nd later
evicuated. Anether battalion IRP was dispatched to the northwest, it
encountered 8 VC, killing 7 and capturing 1 VCS.

Phase II of "Operaiion Masher" began on 31 Jinuary. Prior to the
actual operation it was believed that the 8th Peoples' Army of Vietnam
Regiment and undetermined k:in Force Units were in the area. Captured
documents supported the existence of the 8th Regiment and indicated an

infiltratidon into Einh Ding Province from OQuang Nagai during the later
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part of 1965, The enemy w~s expectad to have the capability of hattalion
size operations.- The terrain to the west had a moder~tely high canopy,
excellent concealment and a network of trails-while the terrain to the east
was riceé paddies with excellent fields of fire and nrepared positions around
the village.

On the last day of January, Commanies A, B, and C entered the Hy Van
Village, This village had been controlled by the VC for years and all thre
inhabitants left. But with the help of a Psychological War Team they
gradually came back and received medical aid, some Y»sing evacuated to a
hospital. The next day the hattalion returned te the site of C Company's
recent engazement., C Company found 1 V7 body and later c~ptured 5 VCS
on 2 night ambush—indications were that those captured were rice carries
for a PAVIi force in the area. Also, information from a Viet “crng Captive
indicated a large PAVN force in the area, but there was negative contact
and on 4 February at 1915 hours the battalion wa= alerted for operations in
the An Lao Vallev. The s=cond phase of "Operation Masher'" netted 9 VO KIAs
and 13 VCSs captured. This supnorted the conclusion that the 8th Regiment
was in the area but contrary to first appearances they had not infiltrat &d
to the west.

The third phzse of "Operation Masher" sturted on the fifth of February
in the An Laa Valley. Frior to the operation it was believed that elements
of the 8th PAVN Regiment were in the valley with a Veapons 3attalion in the
adjoining Hunji iong Valley, Intense automatic fire had been received
by zircraft flying over the valley. In addition, captured documents sup-
ported the conclusion that Binh Hea and Czn Duc hamlets in the vicinity

could be defended by 2 company element. The terrain in the An Lao Valley




accorded good observation and fields of fire, but cover 2nd concerlment
were good from the air as the valley sides were approached.

On 5 February, the battalion was air-lifted south in preparaticn for
a sweep of the An lao Valley. However, bad weather post_oned the sweep
until the seveath. Even thon the initial move into thc area was held up
four hours duc to adverse weavher.

The weather finally broke on the Tth and Bravo Company was nir-lifted
to the castcrn side of the mountains and spent the remainder of that day
and the 8th sweeping down the casterm side. 'The First Platoon made a brief
contact with the VC, killed onec and captured one M-1 rifle. They ~lso
securcd & ridge overlooking the battalion axis of attack. HMcanwhile at
0800 on the Tth, Alpha and Charlic Companics moved on parallal txcs to
an attack position short of the village objective and had a siecially
rigged "Gas Hclicopter'" on call. at 1355, Company A reccivod giall crms
fire from the village snd called 4ARA's and artillery inj; thcn under the cover
of smoke 4 and C Companies adv.nced over opcn rice fields end at 1445 enter-
ed the village unopposed, c-pturing 3 VCS, 1 VC =nd somc weapons. On the
eighth of Februzsry, when 4 and C Compenies moved past the ridge held by
Bravo, thc battzlion captured 2 more VCS and onc more VC plus cguipment.
Th 9th was spent moving through 3 more objectives with no contact of any
consequence.

From "Operation Masher" in the An Igo Valley we moved into "Oper-
ation White Wing" which took place in a valley complex southwest of the
an lLao Vailey which rescmbles an “"Eagle's Claw" or "Crow's Foot". The
concept of the operation was for A and C Compamies to acf as blocking

elements in e:ach valley end with B Company making a show of strength




moving from the mouth of the valley complex south ond west up the valley
driving the VG into th¢ other company's blocking position. This operation
was also divided up into phases, the first one starting on the 11th and
lasting ton days.

The battalion mede an assault into the objective arez at 1430 on
the eleventh of February with Charlic Company leading and finding anti-
hclicopter stakes in the IZ. This held up the landing of the force by
15 minutes while the ficld was clcared. While A and B were moving and
sccuring thoir respective areas Company C mnde contact with 10 VC killing

one and sustcindng 3 WIA, with onc later dying of his wounds. Company A

immediately thereafter made contact with 6 VC but after a short engagcment
found only some packs, a bloodstained hat, VC flag and two blood troils. At
1400 Bravo ComPany obscrved an estimated VC reinforced sguad with automatic
weapons and called in TAC air and artillery. After searching the strike
area, they found 5 dead VC, two Chicom rifles, two 12.7s HMG with spare brrrcls
plus wheels and anti-aircraft tripods. A IRP was lifted to the north
and made several sightings of small VC groups but engaged in no contact.

On the 13th, Bravo had a report from the lst Battalion, 9th Cavalry
helicopter that ther. were enemy personncl to their front. They capturcd
a sniper, reccived some fire from a village and hod the village clceared
by supporting fire. Approximately 2000 metcrs further up, the first and
third platoons came under fire f:om a hill which dominated the entire
area, but fortunatcly the firc was prometure and allowed cveryone to gcramble
to safety. The supporting fires, supplcmented by the first platoon's

90mn Rk, effectivcly suppressed the cnemy. The sccond platoon flanked the

cnemy position from the left =nd the third platoon flanked from the right.




while the firet, in the conter, supported by fire. Only o fow VO were found
alivc on the hill and thesc were dispatchcd in their holes; the body count
for the VC was 6 with an cstim~ted half a dozcn more wounded cscaping. Bravo
Comp-ny had been ablc to teke a well fortificd critical defansive position
whilc only receiving onc slight casualty.

n the 14th of Fcbruary, one of 4 Company's local patrols made contact
with sn unknown number of VC and immediatcly brought in artillery amd TAC =zir.
They received one WIA from a booby trap end experienced that small percontage
of friendly c=suzltices, which forcver plaguc the books when recciving friendly
supporting fire, by sustaining 2 WIA from the Air Strikes. Upon antering
the strike arca they found one grenade factory, a mcss hall and a twenty bed
hospital. The 14th also saw the IRP making contact with an uwnmlnown number
of VC. They killed 4 VC and wounded an estimated 10 moxe while sustaining 2
WIAs. artillery was called in to cover their withdrawl ond duc to the terrain
-~nd dense vogetation they were cxtracted by a hovering CH-47 by climbing
in through the rear ramp via a troop laddor.

4 Raduio Rescorch Unit team attached to the Brigade picked up VC
redio tronsmigsions ond was able to tzke a fix on the tronsmitting site.

The battalion was given the mission of finding the site. The battalion flow
to LZs near the objective with 4 and B Companies moving northwest and C znd D
Coupanies moving south and northeast respectivelys. Alpha Compamy became
engaged on the 1b5th with 7 VC in a cave, found some Vietnomese rucksacks,

one body and several womcn believed to be nurses. The afternoon of the 1&th
they lifted back to position Bird and four days of rest, cold beer and
bathing in a river. While in this location they were joined by IT' Gordon

Fardal who had just rccently arrived from CONUS.
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Comanies B znd C had a little morc luck and contact whilc hunting for
the encmy transmitting site. Bravo s.ent three days searching for the site
end found everything but that. On $hc 15th, they came across T VC bodies,
12 packs, and ®oth wounded and capturcd a VC. SGT adamson and SP4 Grace
of the third platoon were wounded and here again the mobility of the lst
Cavalry Division met the challenge. Both men were hoisted out of a thickly
vegetated area into a CH-47 and fhcn sefely and immcdiately cvacuated
where conventional methods of evacuation would have beon impossible for
several hours. The company of the day however, proved to be C Company.
Their 3rd Platoon found a commo cache containing approximately $100,000.00
(US) worth of cquipment, however, they also failed to locatc the tronsmitter
site and reccived two WIA for their efforts during the noxt four days. The
last four days of the search netted the battalion two «50 caliber machincguns,
10 packs, cight 60mm rounds, 6 VC KIa, 1 VC WIA and 10 VCS. All units were
rcturned to the battalion base at Bird by 1045 on 20 February. Once again
the LRP w~s utilized, this time as a stay bchind force with the reward cf
getting 5 VC KIA.

"Oper~tion White Wing II" started on the 22nd of February and ren .
through the 28th. Once again the 18th PaVN Regiment supportcd by a heavy
weapons battalion was believed to be in the area. although the operation
began on the 22nd, A and C Compenies made an air assault ond search on the
21lst. At the same timc some LHVN mnde contmct with = VO force 15 wiles
south of Bird which resulted in B Company being sent out to form a blocking
force.

I'. Jionic Smith, B Company's Executive Officer, was acting co.mander

since CFT Klein had finally succeeded in going on R&R. Thc company lended
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on a .ountoin side »nd worked down toward a saddle to set up the blocking
position. A4 rcconnaissance clouent wns sent forward into the saddle and
reported negative contact. The 2nd Platoon then startcd entcring the saddle
which was very thickly foliaged. The platoon almost instantly met intense
small arms fire coming from well dug in and camouflaged positions which were
located in an almost impenctrable mass of vines and growth. The platoon was
unable to nmanucver left or right due to stecp drop offs on cither side. Thc
platoon started receiving cnsualties from the accurcte enemy fire, The nedic,
PFC Mack, was killed moving forward to rendcr aid to a wounded man  and the
platoon withdrew calling in heavy artillery and TuC air. Aftcr the supporting
fires lifted, scout ships rc ortcd 13 VC KIi and the 3rd Platonn essaulted
the position. They rcached the previous point of contact and =lso came under
intcense and accurate fire. The conpany'!s morter platoon delivered iomcdiate
and accurate fire but was unablc to dislodge the enemy. PFC McDonald, only
recently nssigned, was killed and the platoon lecader, II' Baker, was scriously
wounded clong with scveral others before the platoon withdrew. The situation
recoained unchsnged ns derkness approached. That evaning CFT Klein returned
fron R&R, the injured were evacuated, and continuous artillcry fire was
called on thc saddle.

The following uoming the lst Platoon flanked the VC positions as
much as possible whilc the 2nd Platoon swept through it. No cneny were
encountered, 7 VC bodics were found with weapons. Intclligcnce reports
latcr revealed that this h~d bean a2 VC Reginental Councnd Poste. The rest
of the battalion wns lifted to Bravo's gconeral vicinity and conducted
search and destroy operations.

The 23rd of February found C Company heavily cngaged. While swccping
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towzrl the west thay received firc frou on estimated VC Company end remaincd -
engaged for 7 hours, still Becing in contact at dusk. 4lpha Coupeny marched
south to set up blocking positions in the valley below Chorlic. 4t 1315

the lcad cleucnts of wlpha's lst and 3rd Platoons saw personnel runmning awzy
t0 their front, werc almost immcdistely engaged by intonse cutowatic weapons
fire and received scover:sl casuslties. IT Hunter, the artillery FO, called
in artillery and TuC air. The VC were oxtremely well du; in and prescnted
very poor targets. II Waync Davis, the lst Platoon Lender, was scriously
wounded and the 3rd Platoon Leader, IT Don=ld fdanmson, was killed. The

2nd Plotoon was conidtted to cvhcuntce the casualties. IT Byard, the Company
X0, brought in thc Medevac choppers thus speeding up the evrcuation. The
coupany thon consolidated its position.

i night aumbush netted 5 VO KI. and on the 24th, u Company returned to
the scene of the previous doy's action, finding four 75mn ERs, seven 3.7 RLs,
three IGs, 5 KIus ond estinating that 30 VC had becen woundceG. The encuy
fortification extended 1000 meters up the valley and docuncnts found indi-
coted it was mammed by the 7th Battalion, 18th PuVN Ruginont. Meanwhile
Bravo kept up its swecep west on the valley floor and cncountercd a maize of
eneny bunkcrs and foxholes. It tock them aluost 2 days to clear a 1500
teter rovine. 4 succession of VC were cncountered and had to be dug oute.
The thick foliage preccluded cffective artillery fire and cven a try with
CS gas proved of no significent help. In the end it was up to the indivi-
dual crawling forward under firc dropping grenades in the holes. It was in
such an operation that SGT Nevin fronm the ls$ Pilatoon was killcd and
several others woundcd.

By the 25th of February the battalion hnd completed its scarch of the

13




entire area of operations and all units were lifted to Bird. The battalion
remained at Bird until the 27th when it returned to An Fhe via 17 sorties of
CH-47s. Of particular note was the effective use of the IRP which acted as
reconnaissance patrols, ambush patrols and stay behind forces and accounted
for 13 VC KIA, and 5 enemy weapons while sustaining only 2 minor casualties.
While at position Bird, LT Arthur West rejoined the battalion as a platoon
leader in Bravo Company. LT West had been seriously wounded in an operation
in November and was eventually evacuated all the way to Walter Reed Army
Hospital. Despite the fact that his serious wound automatically relieved
him of the remainder of his Vietnamese committment he volunteered to and
did return to his unit to serve out his full tour,

The battalion had spent 35 continuous days in the field and was more
than happy to return to Camp Radcliff. March lst through the 3rd was
spent in resupply, maintaining and repairing equipment. It also saw some
more personnel changes in the battalion, LTs Herbert Glazer and William
Crow were assigned to B Company's, Weapons and 2nd Platoon respectively,
and LT Quigley moved up to the Executive Officer position with LT Smith
becoming a Battalion Liason Officer. The fourth through the tenth found
the companies on short search and destroy missions around the base camp
and also found one or two companies securing the An Khe Pass for a couple

of days with no contact being made.

OPERATION JIM BOWIE
/ 13 March 1966 -~ 24 March 1966
‘ The 13th of March saw the battalion out on another operation. The

area of operations was once again in the vicinity of the "Eagle's Claw"
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where intelligence believed a division or higher headquarters with combat
suppert was operating., There was a further possi»ility that an unidentified
regiment was located in the vizinitr just north—est of the An Lao Valley.
The order for the operation "Jim Bowile!" was received on the 9th with an
executien date of 10 itarch. The order for the operation placed the
battalion as the brigade blocking force with one company as brigade blocking
force, one company as brigade reserve on 30 minutes alert, and the battalion
(minus) on brigade reserve 2 hour alert to move to blocking positions any-
where in the sector. The operation received a 72 hour stay which afforded
the troops some actual relaxation as ro plans for such a situation had

been made and thus no details or duties were scheduled.

Operation "Jim Bowie!" jumped off at 1225 the 13th of March with the
battalion moving te 4 separate LZs in 104 sorties of UH-1Ds and 1 CH-L7
with all clesing at 1500. There was negative enemy contact although two
punji stake wounds were received by Alpha Company, The flexibility of the
battalion and the airmobile concept was shown when Delta Company, due to
inadequate reconnassiance and time, was initially bound for the wrong LZ.
However, the errer was corrected enroute by close coordination between the
Battalion S-3 and the 1lift company commander. The correct landing was
made without a hitch including the artillery and ARA preparatory fires.

Company B was designated the reaction force, but was not sent out.

The battalion remained in position with the exception of Alvha who con-
ducted extensive patrolling, ambush and blocking missions. Ther had no
contact but ran into punji stakes, a field of man traps and a rash of

malaria cases. One unusual problem was encountered on the 16th when 16

men came down with food poisoning believed to have been caused by some
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defective "C" rations: The Battalion Surgeon was flown in to conduct
medical check ups and inspect the rations and water. The 12tk saw Alpha,
fsllcw:.d by the rest of the battalion, conduct an eir assault into Binh
Dinh Province approximately 4O kilometers north of An Khe and for two days,
while fighting leaches, they found a VC supply route through the jungle,
10 feet wide complete with wooden stairs. To top this off was a 100 foot
suspension bridge constructed of vines and bamboo.

The battalion jeined A Company in Morthern Binh Dinh Province near the
Jjuncture with Quang Ngai and Kontum Province for the second phase of oper-—
ation "Jim Bowie", This phase lested two days and resulted in no major
enemy contact, with Bravo receiving .some inconsequential sniper fire. As
a result of numerous assaults and vigorous patrolling, the battalion found
extensive trails, elephant tracks, and some khakl uniforms in additisn to
the supply route and bridge found by Alpha Company. On the 20th, the
battalion loaded ahoard 88 sorties of UH-1Ds and returned to An Khe,

The period 21 Farch threugh 2 March was an uneventful one. Perhaps
it was enjoyed all the mere because of this. There were no significant
personnel changes or activities, just the usual repairs, resupply, main-
tenance of equipment and relaxation after everything else was done, The
operation erder for our next mission came eut on the 24th and the troops

were ready.

OPERATION LINCOLN/iHOSBY
25 Marzh 1966 - 15 May 1966
Operation Lincoln called for a "Search and Destroy" mission to be

perfermed by the lst Brigade 2long the Cambodian Border in western Plieku,
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Intelligence sources believed that elements «f the 3rd PAVI Regiment

and kain Force units were in the area with a reinforcement capability

of battalion size within 24 hours. The terrain afforded good observation
and fields of fire in the sparcely vegetated high grounds with only the
stream beds being thick with feliage. The two key terrain features were
the Ia Krel River which ran east and west and Highway 19 going south,

The.cperation started according to schedule with the battalion in order
of Bravo, Forward Command Post, Charlie, Delta and Alpha moving to Duc Co
Special Forces Csmp via 8 sorties of $-130's closing at 1234 hours., Inmed-
iate deployment from the Special Forces camp found Headquarters and Delta
moving over land to nrea Pearl while the other three companies made air
assaults into LZs. All companies reported negative initial enemy contact,
However, Bravo caught sizht of 5 VC and killed one while Alpha discovered
a company size bivouac area.

The period 25 through 29 March found A Company making the only sign-
ificant contact. After arrival at Duc Co on the 25th they made an air
assault in an area just southwest of HW 19. The next day they moved 5000
meters west and set up their camp 1000 meters from the Cambodian Border.

At this time the lst Platoon was dispatched with a Special Forces SGT and
sientangard guide to an ambush site approximately 1500 meters north on the

Ia Krel River. The guide had reported that several times while posing as a
fisherman he had encountered over 100 VC near the river. At dark the ambusp
patrol observed some VC filling canteens but held their fire hoping for a
larger body. Their restraint and patience was well rewarded when early

the next morning 12 VG started across the river to the site. The ambush
went eff like clock work and when the firing lifted there were 7 VC KIA,

an estimated 5 wounded, two pistols, four assault rifles and assorted
17

p)




gear left, After the contact the remainder of the comnany marched north
té reinforce and gave het pursuit resulting in the capture of 1 VC and
his weapen.

The night of 27 March found another A Company ambush killing one VC
and wounding four mere. The patrol withdrew south, calling 105 and 155
artillery support. In addition te this, they received support from
"Puff the lagic Dragen", a CH-47 equipped with a Minnie gun which fires 6000
20mm reunds per minute, and "Smokey the Bear", a flare ship. The payoff
however, was a reconnaissance patrol north ef the river which recovered
$200,00Q,00 (VN) Piastres and documents., One captured PAVN soldier identified
a previously unknown unit as the 2nd Battalion, 1lilst Regiment, 312th
Division, Alpha Comnany moved to the Turkey Farm to secure a helicopter unit
on the 29th, and, eventhough on a 30 minute reaction force, received hot chow
and cold beer.

Phase two of the operation arrived with little information on the enemy
and his capabilities. We were later to learn to eur chagrin that the 18th
Regiment, 325th Divisien, éth Reriment (unidentified elements) and elements
of the 304th Division were eperating in the area. The enemy had mortar
suppoert and all weapens were in excellent shape which lead to the conclusien
that they were relatively new in the area. The terrain again offered good
fields of fire and observation with the stream b-~ds thickly vegetated.

The concept of the operation was to relieve the 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry
of the security of the aviation base camp and then secure the Brigade Command
Post while acting as the brigade reserve, with Cempany A on a 30 minute alert.

On 3@ March all units of the battalien had clesed to Oasis, the brigade
base, acting as the brigade security and reserve, Com~any A was almost
immediately alerted to reinforce the lst Battalion, 9th Cavalry in contact

18
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south of Chu Phong ifountain, 41-ha was committed and lifted eff in 22

UH-1Ds at 1630 on a mission to secure 3 downed helicopters, evacuated the
survivors.. and rescued the remaining =lements of the lst Battalion, 9th Cavaly.
Aerial rocket helicopters were on continual call as the operation would be

out of range of conventional tube artillery.

Company A landed at LZ Fagle at 1705 and moved north toward the downed
helicopters and in 15 minutes made enemy contact receiving fire from the north
and northwest, ARA and TAC air were called in to suppress the fires; at
1732 CPT Drake, the company commander, was seriously weunded, and LT Britten,

lie executive officer took over. The small arms and automatic weapens fire
increased and the company X0 was killed while helping to extract the casual-
ties; lst LT urzbacher took command and the companv withdrew to its original
LZ bringing their casualties. A night extraction under the suprort of TAC

air and ARAs, by CH~47s and UH-1Ds was attempted at 1038 hcurs and subsequently
aborted when the initial aircraft the CH-47, was shot down, receiving
approximately 70 hits.

The night for Company: A was going to be a long one. They formed a
small perimeter around the dewned CH-47, surrounded by an unknown number of
VC while running low on ammo. The bulk ¢f the fire suprort came from the TAC
air and ARA with illumination coming from "Smokey the Bear". The officer
responsible for the direction and coordination of these supporting fires and
later tube artillery when it displaced forward was the attached artillery FO, -
LT Hunter. The critical peint of the night however, was the resupply of
ammo by CV 2. Heavy dreps had heen practicad and successfully completed by
the division in th: states but that was under ideal conditions. The night

was quite dark and the LZ was small and surrounded by tall trees, The CV 2
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made an initial free reconnaissande pass and received intense fire. The
Caribeu then, heedless of the enemy fire, made two more passes dropping first
amme and second "C" ratiens. The first drop stoppsd just 50 meters north of

the perimeter and the second landed 70 meters south. LT Recker, a plateon

leader, lead a party out and recovered the ammunition thus eliminating the
critical ammo shortage.

At 0710 hours on 31 March the battalion, in the order of C, B, and D Com-
panies, was air lifted to LZ Eagle and closed by ©925. LT Byard, a battalion
1I'0, took over A Company and along with D Company searched the area in the
vicinity of Eagle while Charlie and Bravo searched to the north and south,
All ¢lements of the battalion made light contact with small grouns of VC
trying to exfiltrate, The total VC casualties as of 31 March at 1900 was L9
KIA, 4 WIA captured with friendly casualties of 14 KIA and 14 WIA, 'here
were no April fools day jokes as the batt2lion continued to make light
contzct and the VC body count went up to 63.

On the second of April, the battalion found that the VC had not entire-
ly exfiltrated. At 0300 hours the battalion (minus) located at LZ Eagle was
attacked by an unknown number of VC supported by small arms, automatic weapons,
rocket launchers and 82mm mortars. The main probe came from the north and
east by an estimated reinforced company element in conjunction with = mortar
attack which resulted in a proximately 20 rounds falling in the perimeter,
wounding three men from Company A. "Smokey the Bear", "Puff", ARA and
artillery were called in to suppress the enemy fires. During the night,

a hand grenade killed two more men from Alpha on the eastern side of the
perimeter. Contact was finally “roken at daylight and an immediate pursuit
by D Company was institsuted. & total of 4 VC bodies and 5 weapons were found

Just outside the perimeter to the northeast.
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Company A continued to patrol in the vicinity of LZ Fagle while Delta
pursued the VC north. At 1230 Delta had made no contact and thus prepared for
airlift back to Eagle. Put even as the ships were inbound an estimated
platoon of VC attacked their position. The battle which insued found 5 VC
KIA while Delta received 2 WIA., A scout helicopter suprorting the battalion
was sent to the area to locate the enemy. With the arrival of the ATA and
TAC air, the scout ship dropped marking smoke and directed the attack.
Meanwhile Charlie Company, located just west of the action, moved in to
reinforce and finally made a link up just after the VC broke contact.

Both units pursued the enemy to the north i;aking heavy contact at 1535 hours.
At 1600 CPT Mci:illan, Zharlie Company Commander, was killed and the XO, LT
Chase assumed comuand., Sixteen sorties of T4C air were employed in addition
te artillery and a "Gas" helicopter, At 178/ CPT Warren, Delta's commander,
assumed command of Charlie Comrany and Delta's XO was alerted for Deltais
extraction and return to Zagle when Bravo landed as their replacement. At
1800 all moves were completed. Five minutes later all supporting fires were
.lifted and Charlie attempted to move fo the north, but continued to receive

" heavy smell arms fire from the VC positions. As darkness fell & and C
Companies formed a perimeter. The results of the engagement so far was 11 VO
KIi versus 4 friendly KIA and 4 WIA. Re-entry intc the area cn the xaoruning
of the 3rd of April resulted in the finding of more VC bodies.

On 3 April all units moved north and west to blocking pesitions to
nrevent the VC from moving west and across the Cambodian Border. Again the
units made numerous light contacts with small groups of VC trying to get
into Cambodia. The Battalion Command Post and Delta Company moved from

Eagle to amdther area, Hawk, while Charlie Company started moving to blocking
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position Jhite and made contact with ~n estimated VC platoon, called in ARA
forcing the VC to withdraw leaving 6 KIA and 15 weapons. Company A continued
its move north and jeined Charlie for a perimeter that night. The following
day Alpha moved out to blocking positions and a2ll units conducted patrols.

At 1435 a VC squad attacked Charlie Company at positien '"White" and withdrew

after an ARA attack left 6 enemy KiA. The pursuing troops follewed the VC te

a commo caghe and what secmed to be a Command Fost for a regimental size unit.

The 5th and 6th of 4pril found Alpha Jompany making eontacts., An ambush
at 0220 on the fifth killed two VC. A search at first light indicated that
the VC had been part of a water carrving party. At 1115 another patrol
killed a VC. Approximately 3 heurs later Charlie Company was probed by a

VC squad at position ".Jhite". Tha attack was launched from the west and

broken up by supvorting fire. Charlie Comnany, moving to the west,

found numero:s bunkers and finally returned to position ™"¥hite" at 1910,

The next day at 1315 they were azain probed by a VC platoon which withdrew
after receiving supperting fire and were pursued by C Company for 300 meters
with Charlie Company receiving 3 “JIA and the VC an estimated 12 KIA and 16
WIA., The mornin» ef the 6th found ilpha moving overland to LZ Tazle on an
air assault for a search and clear operation to the north and west with no
contact being made.

The next two days consisted of patroling and “locking operations in the
same vicinity. Bravo found three 82mm rounds, packs, killed 2 VC and captured
one while an elenent of Delta's reconnaissance platoon ran inte 6 VC and
substained 1 WIA. C Company continued its run ef fate and was probed at

position "White" for the fourth time, but once again the enemy withdrew after

being hit by ARA and artillery. The element of the recennaissance platoon
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meanwhile continued to receive fire and suffered 1 KIA and 6 WIA. The re-
mainder of the reconmaissance platoon was 21T lifted as reinforcement along
with two platoons from Alpha who were air lifted to blocking positions south
of the action. Supporting fires were called in and the remainder of Alpha
Company moved north to the site of the action and captured three VC hiding
in a creek.s Once again the scout helicopter proved invaluable by sighting
and marking enemy positions and targets. When Alpha linked up with the re-
connaissance platoon they had a total of 7 VC KIA. That evening there

was & medical evacuation of a seriously wounded man from A Company which
took place under the illumination of "Smokey the Bear's" flares. The remain-
der of the night found the reconnaissance platoon and the two platonns from
Alpha returning te the sceme of the action, finding 12 VC KIA and 12 WIA,

On the 8th, the battalion started moving back to brigade base at
position Oasis on 68 sorties of UH-1Ds and 5 sorties of CH-47s. The total
enemy losses as of the 8th at 2400 hours were 160 VC KIA, 12 VCS and 96
weapons captured. The battalion spent the next two days at Oasis preparing
for the next mission to take place in Kontum.

Operation "Mosby" which took place in Kontum ran from 10 April until
16 April. Prior to the operation no enemy units had been identified or
known to be located in the area of operations. It was believed that cer-
tain infiltration routes and equipment caches were located in the area of
operations.

Thus on 10 April the battalion minus B and C Companies was air lifted in
12 CV-2s from Oasis to Kontum with the mission of division reserve and as
such was billeted in abandoned ARVN buildings near the Division Command Post.

At the same time, Bravo Company was attached to the lst Battalion, 9th Cavalry

for operations in the vicinity of Dak To while Charlie Company remained
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at the "Turkey Farm" securing the aviation lager base. The next 6 days

found the battalion reacting to numerous alerts. First, on the 13th of April
Delta Company was alerted for and secured an artillery battery near Duc Co.
On the next day Bravo was returned to battalion control from the lst
Battalion, 9th Cavalry. On the 15th, the battalion was alerted to

send one company on & reactiom mission to a location where an artillery
convoy of 7 vehicles and 2l personnel had been ambushed and had a vehicle
disabled. Charlie Company was committed from the "Turkey Farm" with the
mission of insuring the movement of the convoy and aiding in the extraction
of the disabled vehicle by CH=47. Charlie via 10 UH-1Ds landed and out
flanked the suspected enemy positions but made negative contact thus allow-
ing the free movement of the convoy. The disabled vehicle was successfully
picked up, but due to a defective strap, the CH-47 dropped the vehicle and
it had to be destroyed by ARA. The third alert was the movement of the
battalion back to base camp. The entire battalion closed at Camp Radcliff
on 17 April at 1530.

Of special note during the extended operations was the use of a
Psychological War Team and the scout helicopter, The Psychological War
Team operated from an aircraft broadcasting to the VC near the Cambodian
; Border and had a demoralizing effect on the enemy, persuading some to give
up as witnessed by the battalion when one PAVN soldier surrendered. The
scout helicopters from the 1lst Battalion, 9th Cavalry were of immense aid
in heavy engagements., They maintained surveillance, advised friendly
troops of VC strengths, disposition, positions, movements, routes of ad=—
vance and withdrawal and marked enemy positions and targets for TAC air and

ARA by dropoing smoke while completely disregarding the intense automatic
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weapons fire. The battalion was honored to recommend CPT Albert McGee and
CWO David Kortus for the Distinguished Flying Cross as pilots of scout
helicopters serving the battalion during "Operation Lincoln".

The battalion spent the period of 7 through 20 April resting up from an
exhausting series of operations ending with operation Mosby. For the first
time in quite awhile we had no major operations planned in the immediate
future. The continual combat strain was beginning to take its toll and the
men learned that combat exhaustion, battle fatigue, call it what you may, was.
no ﬁwth. It was only by dent of superior leadership that the morale of the
troops was as high as it was. But the troops knowing they were scheduled for
a tour on the Barrier Line surrounding the camp recouped their strenth and
improved remarkedly in morale.

On the 20th of April, the battalion plus Company B of the 2nd Battalion,
LSth €avalry, which was attached, relieved the 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry of
the Camp Radcliff Barrier Line responsibility. The Barrier Line is the outer
{ defensive perimeter which is manned by a reinforced battalion. It lies
behind a series of barbed wire fences with dug in positions, and towers placed
about 300 meters apart. The battalion had this responsibility from the 20th
through the 30th., While on the Barrier Line, the companies conducted exten-—
sive patrolling actions both day and night with little to no enemy contact.

The line received periodic inspections and ran through two communications

and two general alert practices.

The Barrier Line may allow the troops to rest and relax to an extent but
the importance of the position is obvious and demanded the strictest atten-
tion of the men especially at night. On several nights attached radar sec-

tions would pick up small groups of VCS operations within 300 meters of the
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line. On the evening of the 22nd, a radar team attached to Charlie Company
followed the movement of 1 VCS 150 meters in front of one of the towers.

The next morning marking stakes were found in the area. On the very next
night, Bravo Company attached from the 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry had a radar
contact to their front and at 0800 on the 24th they found a 6 foot white
arrow in front of their towesy pointing to a 106mm position. In addition to
these continued small probes, the battalion again suffered casualties from
friendly fires. Here, some defective ammunition caused a short mortar round
which landed 25 meters from one of the towers killing one and wounding several
others. Thus once again the battalion became the viectims of the unexpected,
and unfortunately, unavoidable accident.

The 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry relieved the battalion of the Barrier
Line responsibility on the 30th of April. The battalion minus (Charlie Com=
pany was placed under the operational control of the relieving battalion)
had the mission of conducting search and clear operations in the Tactical
Area of Responsibility surrounding Camp Radcliff, The battalion also acted
as the division reacion force with one company at base camp on a 30 minute
alert status. -

The period 1 May through 15 May was spent conducting numcrouz air
assaults and search and clear operations in the TAOR. Although most of the
operations resulted in negative enemy contact this was no picnic for the
enemy could spring up at anytime and, when not physically present, were well
represented by punji stakes 2nd booby traps. The third of May Bravo encount=
ered all three of the above. Upon landing in an LZ, sniper fire wounded
one man, punji stakes wounded two more and awhile later a booby trap brought

the friendly casualty total to 6 WIA.
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On the fifth, the enemy once again provided a surprise by shooting down
the battalion commander's ship as it approached for a landing at a supposedly
gecure LZ. The pilot received a gunshot wound in the head, but the rest of
the occupants escaped unharmed. The battalion continued search and clear

operations, received occasional sniper fire and uncovered some food caches

and a bunker and tunnel complex.

OPERATION CRAZY HORSE
16 May 1966 - 2l June 1966

The 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry ran into heavy enemy contact northeast of
Camp Radcliff and as the division reaction force, the "Chargers'" were cormitted
and operation "Crazy Horse" commenced. Intelligence prior to the operation
revealed that elements of the 2nd VC Regiment were in the area of operations.
Information subsequently obtained placed portions of 6 different major enemy
units in the area. The units were mostly PAVN and were equinped with good
sunporting fires to include mortars, recoilless rifles, and rockets which were
used very effectively. The terrain was typieal of that in the Central High-
lands, with good observation and fields of fire in the valley and heavy
vegetation and foliage obstructing movement and observation in thes high ground.

The first phase of Operation "Crazy Horse" ran from 14 May through 23
May with Alpha Company being committed to LZ Herford at 1753 on ths 16th
20 kilometers northwest of An Khe, reinforcing Company B of the znd Battalion,
8th Cavalry. Alpha received light sniper fire from a hilltop to the east and
Charlie Company of the Chargers was committed at 1845. Both companies were
engaged until night fall, and continued to receive probes and small arms fire.

throughout the night. The next morning, Alpha received small arms and
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rocket fire for over an hour, receiving 5 KIAs and 41 WIAs for both engagements.

On the 17th, Charlie Company was attached to the 1lst Battalion, 5th Cavalry
which was committed into the area of operations while Alpha continued to
secure LZ Herford. _Meanwhile, the battalion's forward command post and the
2nd Battalion, 19th Artillery, secured by Company D, moved to position Cobra
which was within sight of, and 3 kilometers south of Herford. Bravo also
moved up to the forward command post for additional security and local
patrolling missions, and was soon joined by the main command group.

The 21st saw some changes in attachments with Alpha being attached to the
3rd Brigade and returning to Camp Radcliff and Charlie being released from
attachment.  Charlie flew their mortar platoon to LZ Herford and then marched
overland passing through the mortar position which would provide continucue
support for the main body of the company being picked up on the valley floor.

At 1425 hours Charlie Company had passed through their mortar positions and _
were almost 2000 meters down the hill. The mortar platoon was ordered extracted,
but with the aircraft inbound for the pick up, their position was attacked

with automatic weapons, P-4L0 rockets and 60mm mortars. At 1440 hours, an
estimated VC company swarned onto the positions from a hill to the east just

as the supporting fires were lifted. They overran the position, then split

into two groups, one withdrawing back to the east and the other to the

northwest. ARA and conventional artillery were called into the area and

fired continuously into suspected routes of withdrawal.

The remainder of Charlie Company immediately marched back to Herford and
Bravo was air lifted to a blocking position on a suspected route of with-

drawal with both companies arriving at approximately 1550. Between 1600

and 1630 hours A and B Companies of the 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry were attached
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to the Chargers; Alpha tried to regain dontact with the enemy and Bravo
provided additiocnal security for the CP, By nightfall only light contact had
been made by the maneuvering forces. The friendly casualties totaled 16 KIA,
6 WIA and 1 MIA., During the night Company 4, 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry
ambushed 3 VC and killed two.

On the morning of the 22nd of May, Charlie Company found 5 VC bodies.
Companies A and B of the 8th Cavalry had negative contact in their sweeps
and were released from the battalion's operational control, Charlie
Company returned to the main CP leaving a platoon as a stay behind force on
a hill overlooking Herford. Between 1722 and 1840 the platoon observed
30 VC checking the abandoned LZ and called in artillery, TAC air, and ARA,
The platoon estimated 12 VC KIA and 12 VC WIA, Meanwhile at 2230 hours
approximately 15 mortar rounds were fired at the artillery and battalion CP
at position Cobra. All rounds, however, fell short and there were no
casualties. At dawn on the 23rd, the stay behind force spotted 15 VC moving
onto LZ Herford and again directed artillery and TAC air on them. Approximately
15 minutes later 2 VC alked into the platoon position and were killed.

Phase II of operation "Crazy Horse" ran from 24 May through 31 May with
the battalion establishing various blocking positions and ambush sites in
order to prevent the enemy from withdrawing. Delta Company was retained for
local security with the AT platoon as battalion reserve and Bravo as the
reaction force on 30 minute alert, All units moved out to their predesignated
positions for a minumum stay of three days without resupply. All positions
were established by 1900 hours on the 24th with negative enemy contact,
During the next 36 hours, maximum harassment and interdiction fires were

employed in the area, accompanied by numerous TAC air and B-52 air strikes,
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Alpha Company was released from the 3{? Brigade on the 25th and became the
1st Brigade reserve-reaction force. All companies rem~ined in position until
30 Ilay with no contact. During this time, Alpha and Bravo Companies
exchanged missions as blocking and reaction forces, The early morning of
the 31st showed that the VC were still in the area. Aporoximately 10

VC probed the CP and artillery positions in an attempt to destroy the
artillery and aircraft persent, Two VC were killed, 2 VC captured, 1

weapon, four 2 lb. explosive charges and 24 grenades were captured.

The third and final phase of the operation was conducted at position
Hotel, 20 kilometers east of Cobra and was terminated on the 5th of June.
The miséion was again to establish blocking positions and conduct local
patrols in the sector. The last phase commenced on the 1lst of June with the
battalion in order of Companies A, B, C, D, and the forward CP group
utilizing 85 sorties of UE-1Ds and 3 sorties of CH-47s moving to their
assigned posifions closing by 1600, Alpha, with the AT platoon attached,
moved from their previous blocking positions to Cobra to secure the artil-
léry units which remained while Eiravo and Charlie and part of Delta moved to
ahd secured the new CP area, Hotel. 3Bravo and Charlie conducted local
patrolling actions with Charlie riven the additional mission as bhattalion
reserve,

Cn the third of June, an element of one of Bravo's blockinz forces made
contact with 2 VC, killing one., Bravo then moved %o new blocking positions
to the west. At 1835, a VC rallier walked into the perimeter at position
Hotel and revealed that a VC company was located near by. Charlie Company,
remaining at Hotel, conducted local patrols and tizhtened the security.

Acting on the intelligence received from the VC rallier, Alpha Companv

was released from its security missien to the west and airlifted to Hotel.
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Upon arrival Alpha was further air lifted to an LZ near the suspected VC
company with the mission of sweeping west for 2000 meters and then turning
back to a new pick up zone. The AT platoon was sent in to bolster the CP
security while Bravo, contunuing its “locking missinn, reported finding
an assortment of small arms ammo, four 82mm rounds, VC documents and assorted
supplies. At 1630 hours on 4 June, four VC walked into Pravo!s position
from the east and two were killed.

At 0740 on the fifth of June, Company B was alerted to move to a suit-
able LZ for extraction to An Khe. Company A continued their sweep of the
valley floor finding evidence of recent occupation of that area with several

bunkers, tunnels and huts. At 1115 hours Delta started its extraction along

with some portions of the hattalion headquarters. By 1915 hours all elements
of the battalion had closed at Camp Radcliff,

The battalion was once again at bhase camp and this time spent three days
there prior to receiving the mission of securing a section of Highway 19 between
An Khe and Pleiku. Here the companies set up on critical terrain paralleling
the highway, and in addition to securing the passage for 5 or 6 convoys
a day conducted local saturation patrols, Occasionally a VC3 would be spotted
and once 4 or 5 VC fired on our troops bu* no major contact was encountered
the 9th through the 25th of June. One interesting point was that this
particular section of Highway 19 was where the French Mobile fGroup 100 was
demolished. The very hill where the battalion set up its CP on was the grave

site for the fallen French,

OPZRATION MNATHAN FALE

25 June 1966 - 3 July 1966

On the 25th of June at 1700, the battalion received a verbal Warning
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Order from Feazdguarters, 2nd Brigade for deployment in the last nhase of Oper=
ation Nathan Hale in the vicinity of Tuy Eoa in Phu “en Province. Thus on

the 26th the battalion was relieved of its hipghway responsivility and pro-
ceeded to Tuy Eoa via (=130 and CV-2 aircrafts closing by 0230 hours the
morning of the 27th and immediately assumed the mission as the brigade

reserve force.

For the next three days, the battalion moved out to its assigned sector
and carried out company gized search and clear operations. During part of
this time Bravo Company was under the operational control of the lst Battalion,
9th Cav-lry and Charlie secured Battery B of the 2nd Battalion, 19th Artillery.
In general there was little enemy contact. Bravo and Alpha Companies locited
training, resting and staging areas, in addition to an old hospital
area, Alpha had the only major contact with the enemy when they took 20
to 30 VC under fire and pursued the groups to the northeeast and later suffered
4 WIA from a mine field.

The 30th day of June found the battalion alerted for possible committ-
ment in a search for a radio statisn, but the station proved to be too
elusive. The enemy had made major contact with the lst Cavalry Division
prior to the "Chargers" entering the operation but had broken up into small
groups to exfiltrated the area by the time the 1lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry

was committed and thus the battalion engaged in no major actions,
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INTRODUCT ION

1 July 1966 - 31 December 1966

The period of 1 July 1966 throurh 31 December 1966 found the "Charsers"
fighting four major battles against numerically superior forces ané coming
out successful to varying dsgrees in all four sncounters. During that peried
the battalion spent nine weeks manning the barrier at Camp Radcliff between
combat operations. One of the stays on the barrier was spiced by a VC
mortar attack of Camp Radcliff which the "Chargers" successfully renulsed
by wuse of roving patrols outside the barrier. One unique facet of the
battalion dvring this period was the July "turnover" which brought almost
an entirely new crop of officers and enlisted men into the battalion, At
times the rifle companies were operating at field strength of less than
ninety men during the turnover, bu® the "Chargers" never missed a be=t in
carrying out their tactical missions,

This period saw the battalion fight what Division Commander, General
John liortom, called the best victory the Cav has produced in Vietnam. The
Battle of Hoa Hoi, fought on the coastal plains rorth of Jui Il'hon on 2-3
October produced 141 enemy KIA by body count while the victorious "Chargers"
suffered three killed. For their actions at Hoa Hei, the "Chargers" were
recormended for the Presidential Unit Citation. On 27 December 13966 at Lending
Zone Bird, Sergeant Delbert O. Jennings, a sgquad leader in C Company, led
that company's classic defense against a re-iment of I'VA and received
recommendation for the Medal of Honor for his actions. This marked the
first such recommendation to come out of the 1lst Battalion (Airborne),

12tk Cavalry since the "Chargers" have been fighting in Vietnam.
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The first day of July 1966 marked the lst #iir Cavalry Division's
1st anniversary as a reactivated unit and found the "Chargers" continuing
their search for the reported VC radio station transmitting jin the Phu Yen
Province. With C Company doing most of the searching while the other companies
secured LZs and established ambushes, the “attalion remained in the area

until 3 July when it commenced Operation Henry Clzy in the same province.
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OPERATION HARY CLAY

3 July 1966 - 27 Julé 1966

On 4 July Company 4 air assavlted into LZ Bee to establish blocking
positions in coordination with air strikes which were laid on for that
afternoon in a cave-infested area nearby. The air strike flushed out approx-—
imately 20 VC which Company A pursued vntil dawn the following morning. In
the scattered hit and run firefights Company A suffered five WIA. Enemy
losses were not confirmed., On the afternoon of 7 July the battalion IRP
received fire from three VC. The patrol returned fire and called in artillery.
A search of the area uncovered an enemy recoilless rifle, but no bodies.
The next doy a Scout I'lue Team attached to the battalion killed one V2
and reported a large rice cache with several briefcases containing docunents.
On 10 July the battalion closed on LZ Jupiter for a 24 hour stand down
during which they became the reaction force for the lst Brigade. The
following day, LTC James T. Root took command of the "ZJhargers" in 2 formal
change of cormand ceremony at the lancding zone. LTC Root mov~d his Hattalion
out to LZ Silk on 12 July to begin new search anc clear operations. From
this lofty CP the battalion employed three IRPs alonz with the normal company
size movements to scour as much of the rugged terrain as possible for VC
éctivity. Two davs later B Company encountered three VC, killing two ard
';«rounding the other without sufferinz any friendly casuzlties, Search and
clear overations continued in the area with very iimited contact although
both Compz2nies & a-d B found jungle hospital complexes and confiscated close
to 100 pounds of supplies.

At 1810 hours on 18 July the battalion received orders to move west
into Darlac Frovince in hepes of cutting off communist exfiltration ne-r

the Cambodian Border. Company A led the way assaulting into LZ Oak and
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clearing it for the other eompanies: The approaching darkmes= and lack

of logistical suprort to move the artillery -ieces, however, forced D Company
to remain at the old battalion CF until more ships became available the next
morning to finish the move. Major Leon Rieri, who had joined the battalion
that afternoon as the 5-3 Officer, remained behind in charge of the former

CP while LTC Root esta»lished new operations at LZ Oak. The following
morning CPT Harold Fields and CPT James Barnett joined the battalion to take
comiand of A and D Comparies respectively. For one week the battalion
carried out search and destroy operations in Darlac Province without any
contact. The battalion then returned to Camp Radcliff on 27 July. After

a two-day stand down, the individual companies air assaulted several kilo-
meters outside of the barrier and patrolled that area for two days as a

part of the early varning defensive system of Camp itadecliff.

OPEHATION PAUL REVERWE IT
1 August 1966 - 14 August 1966

On 1 August the battalion was rushed with only 30 minutes notice to
Pleiku Province where they irmediately began taking part in Operation Paul
Revere II near the Cambodian Zorder. LZ Blue, the battalion!s CP location
where A Coupany was poised in reserve, became a focal point of activity in
that area for the next two days. On 1 August the battalion was alerted to
move to the Chu Fong Mountain area to relieve two surrounded companies from
th= 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry. TV cameramen and wire service reporters
scrambled to LZ Blue to document Company A's assault into Chu Pong. Po:r

- visibility and lack of 1lift ships, however, postnoned the asszult fntil

late that aftecrnoon. The following morning this mission was reassigned to
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another battaliomn., That night, however, the "Chargers" had their first
significant contact cduring the period 1 July to 31 December. A4 platoon of
the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry air assaulted into LZ Pink several kilometers
east of LZ Elue and was immediately hit and overrun by 2 reinforced MNVA
Company. Company 2, lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry iimediately sst out over-
land at dusk by individual platoons to relieve the badly mauled Cavalry unit.
LT Josenmh Anderson's lst Platoon reached the beleaguered LZ after an all
night march through the jungle and promptly engaged the superior enemy force
with small arms and artillery suprort from two nearby landing zones. Ty
dawn the enemy had withdrawn leaving behind four KIA and numerous packs and
small ~rms. Artillery craters and numerous blood trails the next merning
indicated that the enemy company took many more casualties than just those
four KIA. The 1lst Platoon of B Comrany suffered only two WIA in the battle,
The battalion rem2ined in that area of Pleiku Province until 9 Aupust
when the battalion closed to secure the 3rd ®rigade Head7uirters at Oasis.
The next day the battalion was released from 3rd Brigade OFCON and came
under division control. On 14 iugust the battalion was relieved at Ozsis
and moved to Pleilku en route to An Fhe where it assumed the defense of Camp

Radeliff at 1400 bours on 15 August.

BARRIFR DEFTHSE
15 August 1966 - 12 September 1966
Immediately upon securing the barrier, the battilion dispatched its
LRP, and each company sent out squad size recon elements to operate outcide
their sectors of the barrier as early warning devices and outer defensive

positions. Company A, lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry remained on 30 minute alert
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as the battalion reaction force after the "Chargers" had relieved their
sister lst Brigade battalion on the barrier. Through the use of Trooper
Teams, LRPs and attached dog teams, the battalion secured the perimeter with
only very light eneny contact in the form of occasional sniperfire and punji
stake wounds. On the nicht of 26 August a patrol from Company C reported
seeing three pajama clad VI carrying weapons; one was killed. This is the
same area where earlier that evening an element of C Company had been
receiving automatic weapons fire. On 30 August, the 5th Pattalion, 7th
gavalry, newly arrived in Vietnam from Ft. Carson, Ccl., made its first
training mission in the form of platoon size patrols i:: the E-Ring outside
of the harrier. Platoon leaders from the lst Rattalicn, 12th Cav:ilry acted
as advisers to the new comb“t platoons. Defensive operations outside the
harrier continued as usual until the night of 3 September when basecamp
reported receiving incoming mortar rounds, later estimated to be approx—
imately forty rounds. SPL4 Terry Frazier (Compmanvy B), who was leading a

s8ix man security patrol 500 meters outside the barrier, spotted the nmuzzle
flashes of the enemy rwortars nearby and engaged the platoon size enemy force
with small arms fire and artillery supvort from Camp Radcliff. Th= enemy
quickly broke contact and withdrew to the northwest. A company from the
2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry was air assaulted into the area around midnight
but was unable to rake contact with the fleeing eremy force. The patrol from
B Jommany found three 82mm mortar rounds, four mortar firing positiens, ten
arzmnition carrying baskets and several sets of aiming stakes in the area
the following morning. There w's no further enemy contact in the TAOR the
next three days. On 6 September the "Chargers" were rclieved on the barrier

by the 1lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry. After a one day stand down, the battalion
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was noved into the souther portion of the TAOR below Highway 19 where'its

mission was to insure safe passage along the hizhway and prevent any VG
terrorism tactics around An Khe during the upcoming 11 September general
‘eledtion. Companies A, B and D saturated the area with patrols for the
four-day period while Company C remained in base camp under OFZON of the

3rd 3rigsde as reserve/reaction force for defense of Camp Radcliff.

Although there were scattered reports of small »ands of VC supposedly

roaming the outskirts of An Khe during the election period, the next four

days passed without serious incident. OCcmpany B killed one VC carryinz an

AX L7 on 10 September, but no other enemy contact was made while the "Chargers"
were deployed in the TiOR. On 12 September the battalion returned to base

caup to prepare for their next combat operation which would hegin ths follow-
ing day with =2 two nronged air asssult into the mountains near the coastal

plains northwest of “Jui Nhon,

OPERATION THAYEER T
13 Sentener 1966 -~ 1 October 1966

The objective of Operation Thayver I was to atteunt to engare the 18th
NVA Regiment off guard in its backyard, the Kim Son Valley, where it was
anticipated that the unit would withdraw for rest and recuperation following
a series of terror tictics in the popul~ted lowlsnds during the Vietnamese
General Zlection pariod. Compsny A 1iir assaulted into LZ Mike while B
Company and part of D Jompany air assaulted into LZ Duz and secured it for
the battalion CP, Beciuse of bad weather, Commany C and HHC (-) were short-
circuited to LZ Hamaond that night and joined the remainder of the battalion
the next day when the weather lifted. ¥For thz next few days the hattalion

began clearing to the east, finding traces of recent enemy activity in the
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area and receiving almost d=ily sniperfire from stay-behind enemy forces.,

On 18 September Comn2ny A reported what appeared to have recently been a
battalion size bivouac area where they found a li-ton rice cache along with
L0 refugees who were treated by CPT Ndward Wagner, the battalion surgeon,
before heing evacuated by the lst Brigzade Civil Affairs team. The "Chargers"
continued moving and lean-frogging in a generally eastward direction fircing
further signs of recent LVA activity in each area thev cleared. On 20 September
Corixany .. found a company sized bivouac area with exnended shells, recoilless
rifle rounds, ras masks and medicsl suprlies. Commany A killed one VC who
walked into the bivouaec area while they were searchinz it and fired on his
four comrades who fled through the underbrush. The same afternoon Coma2ny C
uncovered = VC hospital and su»ply hootch along with two recent agraves as
they tracked down a small band of enemy. Comnany C set up 2 nerimeter that
night around the hospital and received probin~z fire most of the night, but
had no further contact the next morning, On 21 September Company A killed

a VG supply representative but suffered three WIA later the same day from
enemy booby traps, Comwany C was extracted and air landed to the southeast
that afternoon ancd found four recently booby trapped huts. For the next ten
da7s each of tre compsnies continued uncovering boobyv-trans, rice and Amiu-
nition caiches, bunker swstems and small bands of stay behind forces. It
hecime evident after 2% wezks of exhaustive searching in the Xim 3on Valley
that the wain force of the 18th Regiment had not returned to its stomping
grounds as predicted. ™ased on intelligence reports that the unit was
operating in force in the heavily monulated coastal lowlands to the east,
Operation Thayer I was temporarily suspended while the 1lst Brigade, zlong
with the Korean and ARVY forces, could move to clear this coastal area. The

new operation was called "Irving". In addition to producing the decisive
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victory at Hoa Hoi, the operation furnished Non-Communist forces with more
military prisoners than any other operation to date in the Republic of

Vietnam,

OPERATION IRVING
2 October 1966 = 2l October 1966

The operation was less than six hours old on the morning of 2 October
when advance scout teams from the 1lst Squadron, .%th Cavalry reported two
helicopters shot down near the village of Hoa Hoi. Immediately, Company B,
which was airborne on another mission at the time, was diverted and air
assaulted into the beach east of the suspected enemy village. Moments off
the landing zone, the company began receiving fire from the village.
Company A was rushed into the area southwest of the village as soon as
helicopters became available. After Commnies A and B had established initial
contact with the enemy, the battalion withheld its fire while a psychological
operations helicopter circled the village with loudspeakers directing the
civilians to move out of the area and imploring the soldiers to lay down their
arms, During the moratorium, numerous civilians and soldiers did as they
were directed by the loudspeaker. When it became evident an hour later that
no one else was coming out, the "Chargers" began moving in.

A and B Companies continued to press the attack from the south while
b Company assaulted into the northern outskirts of Hoa Hoi and began moving
down to meet them. The battalion,CP, with D Company in res=rve, moved to
LZ Irene on a ridgeline approximately 4000 meters from the battle. With the
approach of nightfall, two companies from the lst Battalion, 5th Cavalry were

air assaulted into the area to complete the encirclement of the village

until the final attack could be launched the next morning., At daybreak on
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3 October Companies A and B braced themselves in blocking positions around
the southern half of the village while Company C began attacking south
through the enemy positions. The bunkers and extensive trench system
favored the North Vietnamese defensive posture and made C Company's advance
extremely difficult. Several times C Company was temporarily stopped, but
cach time the soldiers rallied and, by individual combat at point blank
range, drove on through the village. By noon of that day when B and C
Companies completed their final sweep of the village and began screening the
area to the south of Hoa Hoi, the "Chargers" had left in their wake 141
enemy KIA by actual body count. Later intelligence reports estimated the
enemy death total at approximately two hundred. The "Chargers" captured 35
NVA soldiers and detained 15 VCS. In the 24-hour battle, the lst Battalion
(Airborne), 12th Cavalry suffered three KIA and 29 WIA.

For the next six days the battalion alternately swept and blocked its
way back south toward landing zone Hammond where the lst Brigade had
scheduled a special awards ceremony and one day stand down for the battalion
o& 9 October., During this six day period the individual companies continued
finding evidence of enemy activity in the area (i.e.--foxholes, rice and
afms caches, makeshift hospitals and litters, booby traps and expended
c;sings.) The only physical contacts came on 6 October when C Commany
suffered one KIA and the following afternoon when they killed one VC.

On 9 October the entire battalion closed on LZ Hammond where General
Norton was present to praise the "Chargers" for their victory at Hoa Hoi and
pin medals on five individuals as a token tribute.to the battalion's fine
victory. He presented Silver Stars to Sph Michael Caldwell (B Company) and

PFC Franklin Donaldson ( A Company). The Division Commander then pinned

Bronze Stars with "V" Devices on LTC Root (Battalion CO), Spi Martin Murry
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(B Commany), and Sph David Osborne (C Commany). Following the presentation
of the medals, General Norton addressed the men of th=s battalian and
concluded his remnrks by saying, "This division hns won Yig many times,

but we have never won better than we did at Hoa Hoi."

Following the one day stand cdown at LZ Hammnond, the bhattalion took up
the nission of securing key landinz zones in th= division'!s A0 while serving
as the division reaction force. Initiallly Company : securcd LZ “Srystal;

% Company securec¢ the new Phu Cat Airfield; and Comnany C defended the
Division CP at Phu Cat. The battalion remained in basically this s=me
nosture for the next twelve days seeuring the key sup~ort bnses in the
populous areas northwest of Qui Nhon. On the 23rd of October the battalion
closed on LZ Fammiond again for a change of comm:nd ceremony in which LTC Tloot
turned the "Charger® reins over to LTC Grorge D. Fgzers Jr., formerly
Commaancante of the lst Cavalry Division‘®s Revnlacement ''raining Center.
Refore the change of command ceremony, “eneral Yorton pinned the Silver Star
on ITC Root, revlacinz the interimly awarded Fronze Ztar w/"V""earned for
his actions at Hoa Hoi. Ceneral Horton then announced that LTC 3Zoot would

become the G-3 Officer of the lst Air Cav-lry Division.

OPZRATION MORTH
25 October 1966 - 29 Octoher 1966
For the next three days the battalion integrity was broken down with
Companies A and D under OPCON of the 3rd Brigade and Comnany C under OFPCON
to the lst Scuadron, 9th Cavalry. Comnany P remained OPCON to thé 1st Erigade.
Comnanies A and D concducted Cordon and Seairch mission during the day and
returned to securing LZs at night. On 25 October Com™any C killed one VG

and captured three weanons before closins on Phu Cat. The companies remiined
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in position until 28 October when Commanv % and the Hecon Platoon conductea
Operation North, a 36 hour Show-of-Force in the LZ Bnzlish area designed

to confuse the NVA in that area and deter their anticipatec attack on the

ARVI force sacuring that position., The show-of-force, a coorcinated oneration
involving the 1lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry (-), 49th ARVE Rspiment, lst Squadron,
9th Cavalry, 2nd Zattalion, 19th Artillery, 227th Ass~ult Helicopter
Fattalion, an ARVI' artillery hattery and U.S. nav2l gun suvport, coumenced

at 0630 hours on 28 Octover with Commany 4 makineg the first of three air
movements during the day. After the ARVF force hac rmade an assanit, the

227th AHB had made several mock assault flizhts overhead and US and ARVY
artillery units had pounded the susnected enemy esnlacement, vsychologicel
warfare helicopters circled over the bewildered LVA bhlarinz out various
"surrender" themes. This show-of-force so successfully confused the enemy

a2s to the real strength and intentions.of allied forces in the area that the
IVA did not mount their attack on LZ Inglish as relishle intelligence sources
hac indicated ther were prepared to do., During the Z{ hour operation

friendly forces com“ined to inflict 24 KIA and 2 known WIA on the enemy.

B:RRIER DEFENSE
30 October 1966 - 12 December 1966

On 29 October all companies with the excention of Company A closed on
Camp Radcliff to assume defense of the barrier thz next day. At 0300 hours
on 30 October, Commanies B, C and D tock over the defense of Camp Radeliff,
Com:any A, which hac been held 2t Hamaond under OPTON of the 1lst Brigade,
closed on base camp early that evening “ut was alerted to be ready to move
out the nest morning to support the 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry. The following
norning Alpha did just that, supporting the 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry
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in Pleiku Frovince until they wer= released to Join the rest of the
battalion on the barrier on 9 Fovember. During the ten days that E. C and
D Comnanies securecd Canp Hadcliff without serious incicdent, one or more
platoons from the lst Eattalion, 8th Cavalry was on constant 30 menute
alert as a reaction force for the "Chargers".-

On 10 Ilovember the "Chargers" begin implementing a new defensive concept
outside the barrier. The new defensive measure, a single.strand wire strung
all the way around Camp Radcliff at maximum effective 82im mortar range from
the #olf course, provided friendly patrols with a physical “oundary for
their movement on the ground and thus provided suprorting artillery bHatteries
with an immediate and safe "quick-fire" zone in the event base camm came
under attack. Pre-designated LZs were hacked out at virious noints along
the wire which greatly reduced the reaction time of reserve forces movines
to contact an enemy force outside the barrier,

To further supplement defense of the barrier, the "Chargers" initiated
photogrephic range cards for each tower. This painstaking proje-t, when it
was completed the first week in December, provided each tower leader with
-a marked panoramic nicture of his area of responsibility. By comparing his
target on the ground with the uarked nhotograph in his tower even a novice
rifleman could call in accurate pre-fired artillery concentrations on the
enemy in a minimum of time.

The surprisingly long stay on the barrier (avproximztely 6 weeks) save
the hattalion 2 chance to catch up on its Civil Affairs and Base Developiuent
projects., CPT itobert Hermanutz worked diligently with the inhabitants of
refugee villages Tan Thong "A", Tan Phong "B" and Hoi An, Through 2 series

of public letters to hometown newpapers, he elicited tlie aig of American
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families who donated clothes, toys and foodstutfs to the vilLLAgers. ypuring

the last part of 1966 the "Charger" S—-5 team held weekly sick callz in these
villages tresting an average of forty patients on each trin. CPT Hermanutz

took a gigantic step in imvroving the refugees! personal hygeine habits by

building and delivering the first screened-in latrine to the village of Tan

Fhong "AM,

In the meantime LT William Crow, the battalion hase development officer,
had his R & U cdetail working just as diligently to bui!d housinz for the
"Racdcliff Eefugees". By the time the "Chargers" dew-arted bzse caup on 1%
December to take part in Operation Thayer 11, there were eight perm2nent
barracks and one permanent BOQ standing in the battalion area. There were
many more to comne, plus plans for a central running-water system which LT
Crow conceived and bezan work on.

One of the primery tactical missions taking place during this relatively
peaceful six-week neriod was the conversion of D Comnany from a general
support company to a light rifle commany with three rifle platoons. The
commany trained outside the barrier for five days the second week in December
before making the conversion.

General William C. Westiioreland, Commander of Alliec Forces in Vietnam,
visited the 1lst Team on 6 December and spoke to the men of the lst Battalion,
12th Cavalry at the Divisior Zowl. He then received a briefing there by
LTC Eggers on the defense of Camp Raccliff. Four d2ys later, General liorton
paid the battalion a visit to present medals to fifteca "Chargers!" who had
distinzuished themselves in Operation Irving. In what nwust have been the
largest battalinn size decorations ceremony since the division has been
in Vietnam, General Nprton pinned five Silver StarS and ten Bronze Stars with

"y Devices on deserving "Chargers'" while the battalion looked on proudly.
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provided a fitting send-off to the "Chargers" as they nrenared 1o =znter the

second phase of Operation Thayer:

OPERATION THAYER II
12 December 1966 —~ 31 December 1966

On 12 December the batt~1linn set out by land and air to the rice-rich
Thayer I1 operational area northwest of Qui Nhon. The mission was to search
and clear the fertile Highway 506 and Kim Son Valleys and deny those areas
to the enemy: The battalinn's first three wecks in Thaver II would rrove
the most costly fightingz period for the "Chargers" since their arvival in the
Republic of Vietnami: In the two battles of 17 December and 27 December, the
hattalion suffered L4 KIA. Enemy casualties for those two battles were
much greatezr, but this offered small consolation to the "Chargers" who
had just two rionths earlier killed 200 enemy at Hoa Hoi while losingz only
three men.

The operation began with A Commany convoying to LZ Hammond and the
other three¢ companies flying there for further deployment. Com-any E then
fiew to LZ Pony; Company C to 2ird; Coumpany D to LZ Meade; and Comnany A to
LZ Flack. The batt.:lion CP set up at LZ Pony where it remainecd until
February. Under direction of COL James Smith, the new brigade commander,
the "Chargers" found themselves operating in smaller, more wicdely cispersed
=lenents throughout the IIVA infested va'ley complex. <OL Smith, a forme.
coimaander of the 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, utilized the Cavalry teckniqucs
of extensive mobility and quick reaction to cover as much of the densely
vegetated area as nossible in a minimum of time. The individual companies

shuffled back and forth from LZ to LZ trving to make contact with the VJ and
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the 18th VA Regiment surnosedly operating in the area. Sever-s]l IRPs
began rerorting light contact from the time th- battalion opened cperations
in the area. On 15 December the 2nd Platoon of 3 Company brouzht a squad
size V3 force under fire, woundingz two ané pursuing the blood trails down a
draw which the 3rd Platoon had blocked 1000 meters ahead. Joinzd by the
Lth Flatoon, the 2nd Flatoon of £ Comrany nushed forwaré shoulder to shoulder
toward the 3rd Flatoon's nosition. In the ensuing battle B Company killed
two VC by body count without suffering any casualties. The next day Conzany C
killed another VC and captured a 60rm mortar baseplate, That night Company B
was nmoving through the jungle when 2 small band of V7 fell into line behind
them. The rear security ruard immeciately turnecd his rifle on the eneny
fully auvtomatic when he realizec he was being followed. Ie killec one and
wounded the other VC who was taken as a prisoner.

The next morning at 1003 hours a olatonn of Commany C, lst Eattaliconm,
8th Cavalry reported contact with an estimated squad size VC element éast of
Thach Long 1 in the Fizhway 506 Valley. As the platoon continued developing
ihe battle, the estimated size of the enemy force increased to a nlatoon and
then to a company. A lst Sgquadron, 9th Cevalry Apache Cavalry team liftec
into the area and irmediately c2me under fire. The 2nd Flatoon of Company C
air assaulted into the are:. at 0110 hours from its reaction position at
LZ Zird. The entire C Company of the 1lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry displaced
into the Thach Lonz area at 1128 hours from LZ Fony. The discovery of a
battalion size switchboard in the area forced the fri:ndly uni* to re-—
evaluate the enemy'!s strength in the villagze. At this noint one TRF 2nd an
Apache Team from the lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry revortecd they were surrounded
by eneny in other parts of the valley. The "Chargers", who were cdisnversed
througzhout the neighboring Kim Son valley in com-any size and smaller elements,
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were elerted to move to the nearest mick up zones for airlifts to the
Yattle area., In the meantime, Commany %, lst Fattalion, 8th Cavaliry was
airborne to the area from L.Z Hermond, Ey 1600, Company A, Commany C and
two plétoons of Commany I were on the ground north of the enemy village
making their way slowly south throuzh intense enemy fire, Commany § reinforced
behind them an hour later. As the bhattle progressed it became evident that there
was at least one reinforced, and possibly two, well entrenched enemy battalions
in the village. The bYattle raged violently until well into the nizht with
casu-lties mount>ng on both sides. LT CThester Jox, acting CO of D Company,
becane the first KIA in the Bharger Officer Corps in nine months. “’hen the
village was finally cleared the next morning, the "Chargers" had suffered
30 killed. inemy KIAs were estimated at eizhty.

The batt:lion spent the next two days screening the area and calling
in TAC air support on susnected enemy concentrations. The incdividual
companies found numerors bunkers ancd recently killec VC hodies., iost of the
kills were credited to the Highwayv 506 Vnlley battle and the =2ir strikes,
Villzgers in the area renorted seeing csnemy troops pulling back with numerous
wounded men. On 20 December, Sompany =, lst Rattalion, 8th Cavalry, which
was OFCUN to the "Chargers!, swotted a ecomminv size «neny element movinz
before diywrack, Commany B, lst Battalion, 12th Cawalry was lifted into the
arei to help engase the enemy. ‘ir strikes were called into the area. “Then
the two lst 5risade comanies swent the valley they found 14 enemy h»odies.
FPor the next four diys the battalion continued search anc¢ blocking operations
south of the Crow's oot lodking for the large enemy force reportecly still
in thot area. During that neriod friencdly forces renorted 13 enemy FIA. The

battalion did not suffer any KIAs duringz these skiraishes. Fowever, the

flash floors which deluged the valley claimec the lives of two "Chargers”
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who drowned on 23 December conducting clearing operatir s near I.Z Bivde

At 0700 hours on 24 December the Christmas Cease-Fire Truce wonit into
effect. The enemy obviously used this time to maneuver his forces into
better position for a post-truce attack which was rumored imminent. Late
Christmas afternoon an L-19 observation aircraft spotted approximately
150 pajama-clad, weapon-carrying soldiers who scattered when the plane
flew overhead.

On 26 December each company sent two men into base camp to attend the
Bob Hope Show at the Division Bowl. Although rain threatened to cancel the
show, some 2000 Cavalrymen crammed the Division Bowl hill to get a look at
Home and his troup. Mostly it was his troup of Miss World, Joy Heatherton
anc Anita Bryant who drew most of the attention once the show got underway
an hour late, The "Chargers" painted a large "lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry
Welcomes Bob Hope'" sign in the baitalion area which attracted the eye of
the TV Cameraman. The Bob Hope Show provided a much needed relief from
the rigors of war for the Cavalrymen. But less than 1= hours later the
reality of the Vietnam War came crashing back to the men of the lst
Battalion, 12th Cavalry.

| On the night of the 26th, the 22nd NVA Regiment, which had used the

Christmas cease-fire period to mass its troops north of the Kim Son Valley,
moved in under the cover of darkness and a noisy rain to surround Landing
nge Bird where C Company (-) was defending two artillery batteries. At
0105 hours the enemy kicked off its savage mortar and ground attack on the
é&ﬂﬂy-fbur "Charger" ‘defenders at LZ Bird. LT Jerald Wallace moved to the
point bunker and directed that positiont!s desperate stand against the
Communist human wave until he was mortally wounded. The actins CO, LT

John Rieke, was seriously wounded early in the battle,leaving LT Charles
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Campanella, the company FU, as the only fuctioning officer in C T ropany.

Much of the slack was taken up by SGT Delbert Jennings and PSCG (i Johnson
who directed the western and eastern defensive flanks respectiveiy. The
badly outnumbered "Chargers" fought valiantly and gave their ground
grudgingly as the artillerymen to their rear prepared their guns to fire
direct fire into the oncoming enemy. After fighting numerous delaying
actions, the "Chargers" were backed into a tiny perimeter around the last
105 howitzer position where they and the artillerymen  ought a classic last

stand against the frantically charging enemy. The artiilery {ired two

rounds of "Bee Hive" into the Communist wave and broke the bhack of the enemy
assault. Then, with SpL4 David Osborne standing on top of a bunker firing
his machinegun John Wayne style from the hip into the enemy, the "Chargers"
began their counter-attack which cleared the LZ of NVA insurgents.

The 1lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry suffered fourceen KIA. Enemy losses
were estimated at 165 KIA. Although the captured enemy operations officer
;ho planned the attack called it, "a disasterous defeat," the "Chargers"
finished 1966 and began the new year unusually bitter. For the next four
days they scoured the operation area finding more enemy bodies believed
dragged from LZ Bird. Company A closed out the cortact for 1956 killing 5 VC

while suffering only one WIA on 29 December.
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GLOSSARY and ABBRYVIATIONS

ADLcisvinaaneaseeiensaas .++ Area of Operations

Aerial Rocket Artillery

Army Republic of Vietnam, Seuth
Vietnamese Regular Army

AT PlatoON,ssececscesasccssscesss Anti-Tank Platoon
CHICOM. ccvevnceaaasoancscssecenssss Communist Chinese

CIDG...-....o-o.-.-ol-..-nnco---- Gi‘\fil II‘I‘EglllBI‘ DEanSe G‘I.Ia.rd o
similar to the US National Guard

CS5 GaSevernenn ; A very effective Tear CGas

Forward Observer — An officer or NCO
who adjusts supnorting fires

Forward Support FElement

Heavy Machinegun

LIAI.IIC..O.l-....'..........l..' Kﬂled Inﬁc.tion
Imlllllilll.-t-.....lll..'...... Light }fachjllegun

INOseeeounaareansencnsnsneansneess Liason Officer - An officer who main-
tains contact and intercommunications
hetween different units to insure mutual
understanding and unity of purpose
and action

IRP.veececesvenccacssasessssensass Long Range Patrol - Usually consisting
of from L4 - 7 ©Ms who are self sufficient
for periods of up to 3 days and perform
missions as stay behind forces, recon
patrols and ambush patrols

LZisisesvesanivonnensiorie ins +«+.» Landing Zone — The area where an air
assault is mide or the area where
troops are unloaded from helicopters

Main Force Uniteseceesecsioccans . A North Vietnamese Regular Army Unit
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Man: Prabuisacsdiscesh s iiedieise

. Any large camoufliged tran. i.e. pit
with sharpened ctakes or vpiles <« Lk
bhack on a wip liuber

MIR .5 cmitinint i S B AT e R Missing In Action

Hontasnard. s cescene an vsawsin vessxe. A mountain tribe or series of tribes

' who do not speak Vietnamese nor resemble
them

PAVNQ-. ------ R R R R R R PEOplETS Army Of Vietnam - Hard COPG

Morth Vietnamese Resulars

Puff the Magic Dragon.......s.«ss A CH-4L7 aircraft, equipped with a lMinnie

Punji Stakeieseeeas g ot -

Psychological War Team.........

zun which fires 6000 20mm rounds per
minute and is capable of substzained
tine over the target

. A slender pointed stake (usuzlly made
of hamhoo) occasionally tipped with
poison, which is gtuck into the grournd
at an angle with the point up thusly
inflicting a wourd to all who vress
against it

. A special team usually headed by a
Special. Forces RCO consisting of Viet-
namese and Hontagnard interpreters
equipped with loud speakers and pam-—
nhlets plus a small security element.

. Pick U» Zone - \n open area where 2ir—
craft in flight isay approach the ground
to receive mess:ages, other aircraft and
personnel or supplies

. Rocket Louncher

RRsoisievvn B L T e.ese-sss Recoilless Rifle

RRU-Il-u-Oolnpoo.lo-oc.o---ocoo-. Radio Research Unit

Smokey the Bear..ceeseseeersses.. & flare ship capable of substained

time over the target

Sartiei!...ltoiiltelGl.l.0'.|I.!- .f‘{n Oper‘ational flight by one aircraﬁ

StriKe.eeeeesavsceasessnresseasss AN attack which is intended to inflict

damage on, seize or destroy an objective
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TAC 8ireecesscensssscveareaseecses Tactical Air — In this case meaning
that tactical Air Ferce aircraft were
being called in for a strike

TACReceeeocnsvsveoarressnesevesenve Tactical Ares of Responsibility

Troop Ladder.sceceessssssssssssss 4 complex rope ladder slung from a
CH-L7 (Chinook Helicopter) used to
raise troops to the aircraft when
landing on the ground is impossible

Tube Artillerysesscesssssessssess Ground or Conventional Artillery

VGivasainssnsiovseins sesesenscens Viet Cong

VCCevsssensnsnassanses essesesnesse viet Cong Captive

VCSaeoresserranearansssesesssanes Vieh Cong Suspect

‘?JIAD.l'.l'l.'.lll.....ll!Clllillt "'rounded In ACtion
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KEY P#RSONNEL

HAME JOB TITLE
LTC Rutland D. Beard Jr. Bn CO

LTC James T. Root Bn CO

LTC George D. Eggers Jr. Bn CO

LTC Otto L. Cantrall Bn XO

MAJ Robert J. Thomas Bn XO

MAJ Louis C. Bryan Jr. Bn XO

MAJ William C. .Roll S=3

IMAJ Leon D. Bieri 5-3

CPT Jackie B. Cummings S-1; CO Co A

CPT Johnie L. Daniel S-1

CPT Phillip L. Blake S-1; CO Co A
CPT Harold T. Fields Jr. S-1; CO Co A
CPT Cyrus R. Steimert 5-2

CPT Michael W. Maxwell S5-23 CO HHC
CPT Roy Benson Jr. S5-2; CO Go B
CPT William A. Scott 5-2

CPT John P, Castro
CPT Robert E. Lindquist
CPT Herbert J. Glazer

S-3 Air; CO HHC
8-3 Air; CO Co C
S-3 Air; X0 Co A

CPT John G. Gergulis S=4
CPT Paul E. Boardingham S-4
CPT Richard Jenkins S-5;3 CO HHC

CPT Robert J. Hermanutz
CPT Ted A. Showalter
CPT Robert D, Sturdivant
CPT Lorenzo M. Doss

CPT Harry D. Heidman

CPT Edward H. Wagner

S-5; Med P1t Ldr

Commo Officer

Commo Officer; X0 Co D

Commo Officer; CO Co C N
Bn Surgeon 3
Bn Surgeon

CPT Billy Lord Bn Chaplain

CPT Jack Keene Bn Chaplain

CPT Wayne C. Davis INO

LT Danny R. Byard LNO; XO Co A

LT Jimmie R, Smith INO; X0 Co B

LT Melvin A. Estey INO; Med Plt Ldr
LT Emmett Y. Burton LNO

CPT Charlie Wurzbacher
LT Gordon J. Fardal
LT Allan R. Becker
LT Grover C. Robinson III
IT William H, Crow
CPT Roland R: Parr

CPT John E. Drake

LT Lawrence Britton
LT Joseph Rosario

LT Robert D. Robbins
LT Donaid B. Adamson
LT Daniel J. Kapica

INO; XO Co D; Plt Ldr Co A

LNO; X0 and Plt Ldr Co A

LNO; XO and Plt Ldr Co C; P1lt Idr Co A
INO; P1t Idr Jo A o
LNO; X0 and 1t Tdr Co B

CO HHC; CO Co G

CO Co A

X0 Co A

X0 and Plt Ldr Co A; S&T P1t Idr

X0 and P1t Ldr Co A

Plt Ldr Co A

P1t Ldr GCo A

LT
LT

Joseph H. .Snyder
Donald E. Grigg
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LI wWilllam F. Pritchard
LT Joseph Ontiveras
CPT Stephen Klein

LT George OQuigley

IT Joseph B. Anderson Jr,
LT Devid R. Poore

LT Authur L, West

IT Roger V. Bsoker

LT Doneld B, Epstein
LT lewis C. Anderson
LT Walter Crimmins Jr.
IT Donald E., Parnell

@T Donald F. MclMillan
CPT Donald F, Warren
CPT Darrell G. Houston
LT Michael T, Chase
IT John M, Rieke

LT Robert Mec(Ciellan
LT Donszid Kell

LT Fred Zimon

IT John H. Rudd

IT Jerald D. Wallace
IT William R. Edmison
LT Louis Strovas

CPT Robert T. Adams

®PT James R. Barnett
LT Robert Peel

LT Chester Cox

LT Paul R. Prindle

LT Roger Carpenter
LT John C. Chappelle
LT Timothy Feener

LT Roger N. Conner

OW0 George B. Callahan

Gi0 Donald V. Mclernon
SMJ Felix Inbiszewski
SMJ John Pearce

18G Alfred A, Daniels

1SG William H. Colbert
15G Charles R, Hillis
15G Clarence Linton

15G James Evans

1SG William C. Staton

1SG Vincent A. Provost
- 1SG William M, Tucker
ASG Gene 0. Helgeson
IMSG Richard E. Sandlin
‘MG Johi: . Cormot
'MSG Jokhn M. Retchum
‘MSG Leroy Mims dJr.
"MSG Don A. Edwards
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PAT AT GO A

Plt Idr Co A

CO Co B

X0 Co B

X0 and P1t Idr Co B
X0 and P1t Ldr Co B
Plt Idr
P1t 1dr
PIE I4r
Pl Iar
Plt Idr
Pit Idr
CO Co C
0 Co Cand Co D
CO Co C
X0 Co C
X0 Co C
P1t Idr
P1t Idr
Plt Ldr
Plt Idr
P1t Idr
P1t Idr
P1lt Idr
@ CoD
@ Co D
X0 Co D
X0 Co D
X0 and Pit "dr @@ D

Plt Idr Co D

Pit Idr Co D

Pilt Ig» Co D

Plt Idr Co D; S&T P1t e
PRO

PRO

Bn SMJ

S&T Ple Idr

X0 HHC

£EEEEE

B
B
Band Co D
B;
B
B;

§eese8ee
aoaacaaa

Q

,QUUQQU:ICU::-P C£
E ey

Opns

Intell
Intell
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ATTAZF D ARTILLERY PERSONNEL:

NAMT: JOR TITLE:

PT Robert N, Cffer Jr. Fire Support Ceordinator
GT Jack Bell Fire Support Coordinator
T John M. Sutton Jr, Fire Support Coordinator
LT Larr}_r Tunter FO Co A

LT Denald Taylor FO Co A

LT Stephen K. Stout FO Co A

LT John D, Piper FO Co B

LT %william Guerin FO O B

LT James Steinbacher FO 0o B

LT Carl Hubbard FO Co C

LT Washington Sanchez FO Co C

LT (harles Companells ¥O0 Co C
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AYARD DECORATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Congressional Medal of Honor: (1)

JENNINGS, Delbert O. SGT

Distinguished Service Cross: (3)

BIERI, Leon D. MAJ
HARRISON, Paul PFC
KENNEDY, Alton R. PFC
Silver Star: (L42)
ROCT, James T. LTC
FIELDS, Harold T. Jr. cPT
HOUSTON, Darrell G. CPT
HOUSTOM, Darrell G. (1st OLC) CPT
MAYER, Frederick F. . CPT
WAGNER, Edward H. CPT
WARREN, Donald F. CPT
CAMPANELIA, Charles 11T
COX, Chester G. 1LT
GRIGG, Donald 1LT
ONTIVERAS, Joseph 1LT
WALLACE, Jerald 1LT
HILLIS, Charles R, 15G
FRAZIER, Wesley PSG
JACKSON, Paul G. PSG
-~ JOHNSON, Comar PSG
PERPETUA, Ropue PSG
AMBROSE, Warren S8G
HORTON, Floyd M. SGT
KTRBY, Robert SGT
NAITIS. Donatis SP5
',' M, Fred‘d_ie SPII-
/ CALDWELL, Michael ' SPA
. ENNIS, James SPL
. FOLEY, John R, SPL
~. ~  GEDULICK, Thomas SPL
e JACKSON, Norman SPL
JENKINS, Murry SPL
KIRKPATRICK, Ronald T. SPL
LAWRENCE, William SPL
MILLER, Frrol SPL
OSBORNE, David SPlL
PEASLEY, Gary SPL
SCMIDT, Richard SPL
SYLVIA, James SPL
WISELEY, William SPL
DONALDSON, Franklin PFC
LARSON, John G. PFC
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Silver Star (Cont):

MACK, Robert L.
POTTER, Donald
ROYAL, Francis
STINSON, George

Soldier's Medal:

HOIDER, Lawrence
SMITH, Robert
WHITE, Ulysses

Iegion of Merit:

BEARD, Rutland D.

Bronze Star with "V" device: (1n))

EGGERS, George D, Jr,
CANTRALL, Otto L.
BIERI, Ieon D.

ROLL, William C,
THOMAS, Robert J.
BLAKE, Phillip L.
FIEIDS, Harold T. dJr.
GERGULIS, John G,
KLEIN, Stephen
LINDQUIST, Robert E,
SUTTCN, John M,
CAMPANELIA, harles
(HASE, Michael
PRITCHARD, William F.
RIEKE, John I,
ROBBTNS, Robert D.
RUDD, John

STOUT, Stephen K.
STOUT, Stephen XK. (1st OLC)
WALIAGR, Jerald
BAKER, Roger V.,
KAPIGA, Daniel
FEAR(E, John

COLBER, William H.
HILLIS, Charles R.
BOWMAN, Robert R.
BRADLY, Riley A.
ERNEST, Willie
HAYES, Ernest

LATHAM, James
IEEMHUIS, Donald
PERFETTA, Rogue
ANDERSON, Ronald T.
CATO, William C.

(3)

(1)
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PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

PF
PFC
PFC

ITC

LTC
LTC
MAJ
MAd
MAJ
T
®PT
PT
T
CPT
cPT
1LT
1LT
1LT
1LT
1LT
1LT
11T
1LT
11T
2LT
L™
SGM
15G
15G
PSG
FSG
P3G
PSG
PSG
PSG
PSG
SS5G
535G




Bronze Star with "V" device (Cont):

ESPINOSA, Ellis
GREATHOUSE, Julius
HALL, John
JENNINGS, Delbert O,
MORRIS, James C.
NCRMAN, Joseph L.
SINKOVITZ, dJohn F,
HALL, Jerome
BATTLE, Herman
BRYANT, Paul

COOK, William D.
DEHNERT, Edward
FETCO, Dennis
GARCIA, Antonio
GRIGGS, John
LAMBRIGHT, James M,
IUTE, Harry G,
SALAZAR, Robert
SKTPFER A Hugh
WARREN, Donald F,
LOWDEN, Charles
SMITH, Albert
BANAITIS, Donatis
BAYLOR, Arthur
BOODIEMAN, Charles
BRiTTIS, Robert
BRYANT, Milton
CASTOR, Stepen E,
(HANEY, Daryl
COCKRUM, Larry
DEATON, Jack
ERDOS, Dennis
HAMILTON, Donald
HTLL, Tucious O.
HOBBS, Thomas D.
JENKINS, Murry
JOHNSQN, Ronald
KIRBY, Robert
KNEREL, Charles W.
IEE, Frederico
IEVA, James

LISK, Gary S.
MIRRY, Martin
NORMN, Josenh
(SRORNE, David
PAR"NT, Arthur H,
SAN(RZ, Arcndio
SANHEZ, James



Bronze Star with "V" device (Cont) s

SPRANZA, dJohn S. Jr. SPl
SHUHRERT, Daniel SPL
WALKER, Ricky SPL
ANDERSON, ifichael PFC
CARCTHERS, Richard PFC
CLIFTON, John PFC
DEAN, Curtis PFC
GOODEAGIE, Percy PFC
HAMILTON, Michael PFC
HERWANDEZ, Jose R. PFC
JENKINS, Delbert PFC
IUNA, Angel PFC
MASSEY, Shirrell FFC
McDCONALD, Michael W, PFC
MORRIS, Jack H. FFC
MORRIS, Jack H. (1st OLC) PFC
0LZAK, Raymond PFC
PERRY, Joseph PFC
SALAZAR, Roy FFC
SWANSON, Gerald PFC
TASSIER, Aaron PFC
VAN DYNE, John PFC

Bronge Star (Meritorious): (67)

CANTRALL, Otto LTC

BIERI, leon D, MAJ

BRYAN, Louis MAJ

ROLL, William C. MAJ

CASTRO, John P, CET

CUMMINGS, Jackie CPT

FIEIDS, Harold T. Jr. ' @®T

i GERGULIS, John G. ®T
GIAZER, Herbert T

| HOUSTON, Darrell G. T
KLEIN, Stephen T
LINDUIST, Rebert E, CPT
MacMILLIAN, Donald F. T

MAXWELL, Michael cPT

| OFFO, Robert T
| _ANDERSON, Iewis C. 1LT
- BECKER, Allan 1LT
.~ (HASE, Michael 1LT
(ONNER, Roger N, 1LT

CROW, William H, 1LT

DAVIS, Wayne L. 1LT

GRIGG, Donald 1LT
McIELLAN, Robert W, 1LT

PEEL, Robert D. 1LT

POORE, David 1IT
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Bronze Star (Meritorious) (Cont):

QUIGLEY, George
CALLAHAN, George

LUBISZEWSKT, Felix
COZORT, John
DANIEIS, Alfred E,
STATON, William R,
DIXON, Ralph
MILISTEAD, Richard
BRADIEY, Riley
DIXON, David
KRAFT, Frederick
MARQUEZ, Gonzales
PERPETUA, Rogue
REZNICER, Rudnlf
SINKOVITZ, dJohn
TURNER, Edward |D.

ANDERSON, Ronald T.
@UILBY, Howard
EDWARDS, James |W.
GULLY, Sherman
JOHNSON, Melvin
MORTON, James
MUNAR, Antonio
MINIZ, Hurelio
0'Dell, Frank
TUCKER, L. Ge
WHITE, Davd

WIE'\E Jﬂhn F-
ﬁLI w11bur

d4CGHEZ, Joseph
HAMMETT, Harold
LOWE, Dnnald
I{ARSHAIL Oscar
HcKelvey, William B.
MURRAY, Abraham
THORMILL, Francis .
WARREN, Donald F.

: TI‘H‘IEEIER, Brad

£ —

BANAITIS, Donatis
GASSMAN, Walter
LDJMN, Ronald L.
LONG, Thomas K.

Army Commendation Medal with "V" device: (26)

HARVELL, Kenneth
WAGNER, Edward H,

STOUT, Stephen

JUREK, Darvin
MARNUES-GONZAIRS, Ale jae

1LT

SGM

T
T
1LT
PSG
SSG




REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
Army Commendation Medal with "V" device (Cont):
BIJJE, Henry SGT
O0OPER, Marion SGT
STEPHENS, Jesse GT
QUINN, James M. SGT
HERNAL, Gregorio SFL
BRAGA, James L. SPL
CARTER, Gary SEl
CRUM, William SPL
FRAZIER, Terry SPL
HOBBS, Thomss SFL
HOSIER, Thomas SPL
KARNES, Thomas E. SPl
POU, Ronald E, Skl
SINGIETON, Wilbur SP
SMITH, Leland SFl
STENSKE, Robert E. SPl;
THACH, Billy J. SPl
BUCKAIEW, Charles PFC
(HISHOLM, Howard PFC
McCoy, Michael FFC
SOBEL, Michael PFC
Army Commendation Medal: (67)
ROLL, William C. MAJ
GERGULIS, John G. ' GPT
HEIDEMAN, Harry D. T
KIEIN, Stephen T
LINDQUIST, Robert E. &T
STURDIVANT, Robert D. @T
STEY, Melvyn A, Jr. 11T
CLELLAN, Rocbert 1LT

OSES, Robert E, 1LT
BURTON, Emmitt Y. 21T
CALLAHAN, George B. CH2
LINTON, Clarence 15G
HAT(HER, Joseph F. SFC
ELLIS, Charles PSG
PERPETUA, Rogue PSG
ALT, Wilbur SsG
HOIMES, Edward SSG
McCaIL, R.L. SSG
PEREZ-SO0TO, Julio 556G
SAMPSON, Booker S5G
SCARIETT, James L. S5G
THEILING, A.M. 53G
AIEZANDER, Norman SGT
ARNOID, Dieter G. SGT
CAIDERON, Rebert L. SGT

| CAIDWELL, Joe L. SGT

| MLON, Victor SGT
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Army Commendation Medal (Cont):

DIAGNESCU, Petru - SGT
FET®, Dennis SGT
GRIFFITH, David C SGT
HOLLINS, John E. SGT
LAMB, B.S. SGT
L4MBERT, James SGT
LOWE, Donald D, SGT
MENDIOIA, A. SGT
McCLAIN, R. SGT
MURRAY, Abraham SGT
ROSE, Roger SGT
SQVIL, Kent B. SGT
SMITH, M. E. SGT
TARING, Udo SGT
TIHENR, Mifflin SGT
ABRAMS, Fred die SPL
ALVEREZ, David SPL
ARNOILD, Dieter : SPh
OOGHILL, Gaylen W. SPL
DOQLE, Charles L, SFh
EDWARDSON, Allen SPL
GRAE, W. B. SPl
GREEN, Coulter SP)
HEIDMAN, Harry D. sPhL
KELL, Donald L. SPl,
KNCX, Raymond SPY
MARTIN, William SPL
MILIER, James SPlL
MCRTON, James R. SPL
PRESSIEY, lercy SPL
PREWITT, Billy SPl
ROSE, Charles SPL
SANTIAGO, Garcia SPl
STMON, Fred H, SPl
SMITH, Donald W. SPlL
TEJERA, Victor SPL
THEILING, Albert SPL
CREEK, Henry PFC
COCKRUM, L. : PFC
HAMPTON, James PFC
Vietnamese Awards: (9)

GRIGG, Donald 1LT
FRAZIER, Wesley PsG
MORTON, James R. PSG
BANAITIS, Donatis SPL
BERNAL, Gregorio SFL
CAIDWELL, Michael SFL
WISEIEY, William G, SFL
DONALDSON, Franklin FFC
MORRIS, Jack H. L PFC
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

BATTALTCN FERSCMEL XTLILED TN ACTION

Operation Masher/White Wing

Personnel Killed in Action........25

Adamson, Donald B.
Jurek, Dalmer O.
Hough, Matthew
Johnson, Jack
Smith, Marsh=ll R.
watson, Willi~m B.
Dale, (harles R.
Dyson, Charles E. Jr.
Nevins, Patrick
Quinn, John
Stochaj, Paul T.
Thomas, Richard G.
El, Hondah 0.
James, Joe N,
Rangle, Richar~
Sanchez, "rankie
Coburn, william
Long, Eldon D.
Mack, Robert L.
rcDonald, Micheel
Mulwee, Isaih
Reynolds, Xenneth
Sexton, Jimmie C,
Wilson, iarvin J,
Morris, Winston

Operation Lincoln and Mosby

2LT
PSG
SSG
SSG
836G
385G
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SP)
SPl
SPlL
SP)
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

Personnel Killed in ActioN.eeas..2l

Mciidillan, Donald F,
Britten, Lawrence
HMatthews, James
Grove, Richard
Herton, Floyd
Inte, Harry
Powell, David
Alferoff, Ivan
Chieves, (1lvin
Hattabaugh, Paul
Fudson, Jomnny
Johnson, Charles
Miller, Norman
Vinson, Henry
Baylor, Arthur
Barrios, Bernard
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CPT
1LT
SSG
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SP)
SPl
SPL
SPL
SPl
SPL
SP),
PFC
PFC




REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Operation Lincoln and Mosby Cont

Camnata, George A. FFC
Elman, David PFC
Holt, Dermis PFC
Moore, James PFC
Rose, larry PFC
Sherman, Ronald PFC
Thompson, Alfred PFC
Woods, (harles PFC

One person Killed in 4ction during the
Interim Period:

Wheaton, Allen PFC
Operation Crazy Horse
Personnel Killed in Action........22
Sheperd, Edward PSG
Futrell, Gary SSG
Gaines, Charles SGT
Randles, John ®PL
Crocker, David SPL
Drummond, Austin SPL
Harrison, Paul J. SPl
Killilea, Martin SPly
Fost, Daniel G. : SPL
Spikes, Av SFl
Tynes, Earl SFl
Benjemin, Robert PFC
Benton, Menry PFC
Booth, John PFC
Brame, Clarence PFC
Brooks, James PF¥C
Mack, Harold PFC
Nadeau, Richard PFC
Rhoces, Clifford PFC
Tamayo, Joel FFC
Taste, Wade rFC
Williams, Lomnie FPFC
Personnel Missing in Actionc..ses.l
Buckley, lewis SGT

Operation Henry Clay

No personrel killed during this period
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Operation Paul Revere II

lo personnel killed during this period

Operation Thayer I
Persomnel Killed in Action..eessesl
Shannon, Randell F, SFL
Cperation Irving

Personnel Killed in ActioNeeeeceee.b

Windham, James SPL
Caguimbal, Pepito PFC
Dowdell, iiarion PFC
Royal, Francis PFC
Salazar, Roy FFC

Persomnel Died (Nombattle)..s..es.l
Creek, Fenry L. PFC
Cperation Thayer II

Fersonnel Killed in Action.......ll

Cox, Cnester G. 1LT
Wallace, Gerald 1LT
Jackson, Paul G. SFC
Earnest, Willie L. rSG
ILeemhis, Donald PSG
Perpetua, Rogue Jr. PSG
Espinoza, Ellis SSG
Greathouse, Julius S5G
Cook, William D. SGT
Deaton, Jack SGT
Garcia, Antonio SGT
Skipper, Hugh SGT
Burnette, Freddie 5Pl
thisholm, Howard SPL
Erdos, Dennis SPlL
Hull, Arnold SPL
Johnson, Ronald J. SPL
Iemon, - Joseph SFl
Nelson, Henry J. SPL
Nunley, James F. SPL
Olzak, Raymond D. SPL
Sheehy, Ronald J. SPL
Wilbur, Jack C. SPh
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Operation Thayer II Cont

‘Crrothers, Richard Le PFC
Davis, Alfred L. FFC
Dent, Michael FFC
Erwin, Hurbert A. PFC
Ewing, Timothy FFC
Goldberb, Howard S. FFC
Graham, Armond R. PFC
Hixson, Randall L. PFC
Hollandsworth, Eddie O. FFC
Kermedy, Alton R. PFC
Tuna, Angel PFC
McClennshan, Charles H. FFC
Ortiz, Tlysses PFC
Peasley, Gary W, FFC
Poland, Harry rFC
Schmeltz, Jerry E. PFC
Stinson, George W. Jr. PFC
Thomas, Regin~ld PFC
Torrey, Raymond FFC
Willis, Lerry dJ. ¥rFC
Wilson, Darrell W. PFC

Persommel Died (Nombattle)..eveseo?

Hall, Brownie SS5G
White, Ulysses PFC
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

STATISTICAL SUHMARY

Summary of Friendly Casualties:

Killed In Action,, .,

''''' L B B B L B D . -m2
HAAMING IR AoCAOR i svn cnpusisn soayesuise e i
Wourided TN Achioniue oo ves swiase s s weiediows svesie L56

Ma:lﬁria CASE S s evevsescesrseorsnnsesssnssprsnnsodsscvsae 223

Enemy Casualties .

-

Eailledjin A.ction (bOd'.‘}' coun‘l‘a,)..-.._.-....u.-....-..679 )

Awards and Recommendations:

“y\ Congressional kedal of Honore....sseu-. o i R =
Distinguished Service CrosSS.......ceeeesane s S
Silver Star...c.cesseensene R e R e L2
Soldier's Medal,ceeosvrossvssssvesnsans o R e e
Legion of Merit............... o e e e & i |
¥ronze 3tar with "V" devicE...cvcecccoesen AR 1012
Bronze Star (Meritorious)......... e N N 67
Army Commendation iHedal with "V" device..-vu-vea.n. 26
Army Commendation Medal.....ocevevnee ST wsvse wie a0
Vietnamese AwWardsS....ececececccccocececancase soviaeeed
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

BIOGR:PHICAL RwF3 -ENCES

As this work is very current no refersnce materi:l outside of the
battalion was used., Part of the information came from personal knowledze
and interviews with battalion personnel. The remainder of the information
came from the following sources:

1, Situztion and After Action Reports, location: S-3 files, lst
Battalion.(Airborne), 12th Cavalry, lst Air Cavalry Division.

2. DA Form 1594 - Daily Staff Journal, Location: S-3 files,

1st Jattalion (Airborne), 12th Cavalry, lst Air Cavalry Division.
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