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:he lct Brigada, lstdr Cavelry Bi-ision, regan the vear 1967 w *h :rx- ~ission

of deiending the hase camp at 4n Kh-. Attache unils at that tire ware ihe 1:t

Battalion, 8th Cavalry,the 24 Battalion, 2th Cavalry, and the 1lst Battalion,

12th Cavalry.

‘he l¢t Battalicn, 8th Cevalry had the mission of sscuring highway 19, through

the lst Brigade AC and conductcd the mission effectively.

? Tho 2d Battalion, Sth Cavalry was under operational control of the 2rd Brigade
for CFERATICK THAYER IT, until 11 February 1942. OFPERATICHN THAYER II netted

590 enamy killed, and 55 prisoncrs taken.

“he 18 Battalion, 12th Cavalry conducted ifase defense, developing the new
technique of "tea cup" defense, which limited the enemy's capability of attack

by mortar or rocket fire. This concept utilized the artillery and infantry

capatilities fully, and expanded the protective limits around AN KHE to include

the maximum distance of the 82mm mortar,

Recognizing that the enemy's most protalle course of action is to mortar the
Golf Course a new concept was adcpéad, on 10 November 1966, which provided an
intensive patrol screen at the maximum effoctive 82mm mortar range from the
center of the Golf Course. ‘This patrol screen formed a "TEA CUI" around the
north end of the Golf Course, w!th several interdictory fires delivered teyond

o the screeen, and ths area lehind the ecreem cleared for imrediate "Quick Fire."

A single strand tabled wire fence 11.7 kilermeters in length was constructed

1.5 kilemeters out from the Larrier line from Heng Cong mountain, north around
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Shaip aMeune ad s el LA T Ve dnM LENCE (M 0 8en SUTVeYOa, Ana oo sarvey was vsed
by th- division artillery ac the outer limi*ts of "{uick Fire", thus aimplifying
fire ccordination. Clearing Lhe fields of fire and ohservatioﬁ was undertaken

tc enhance the patrcl sereen, and landing zenes in the vieinity of the fence

were developed for rapid rainforceme-nt of the "TEA CUI" during darkness.

The Brigade changed command=rs on 13 April 1967. Colonel James C. Smith turned

the "ALL THE WAY" Vrigade over to Colonel Donald V. Rattan.

On 13 February, the lat Brigads tegan OPERATION PERSHING in the BCHG SON Plain
with the mission of destroying the VC and NVA infrastructure. The first days

of the operation were punctuated by the actions at TUY AN and LIEU AN, on lé
February, TAN AN, on 27 February, and HY VAN, on 19 March,. These actions netted

161 enemy killed and 7 prisoners taken.

Even with the large body count, the operations were not as successful as they

could have tesn, due to the lack of continuous contact which allowed the eneiny

~ to escape and carry of{ his dead and wounded, In this light, to leef up the

Lrigade's capalility, the Division Pjaced A(-), 1st Battalion, 69th Armor under

the brigads's operation control on 30 March.

“his Armored Unit force was commited in tote to tactical operations on the ECHD
SON Flain, and greatly enhanced the =ffectiveness of the Infantry Maneuver Units.
-ubsequent operaticns revealed that the fank was most effectively used with a

platoon sized force.

Bedium tanks in conjunction with search and clear cperaticns are exitemely

effeclive against fortified positions. MNowever there are considerations that

»

the commander must teke into account wher utilizing tank aunits. Cne of the
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most impertant faciors ic that of trarficakility. Durirng the dry sesusons and

the latter stages of the rice growing ayelo, the M~48 can move across the rice

paeddies with a certain amount of casa. Inspite of this ease of novement, the

tanks are restricted to crossing sitas along the numsrous streams that flow

through the area. During the period when the rice vaddies are flooded, traffic-l -
alility is greatly restricted. Careful reconnaissance must te conducted of the

routes to bte taken.

Once contact is made and our foross encounter strong resistance, the procedure
of pulling back or out of the village and calling for supporting fires causes
our forces to lose the initiative and spiritof htattle and permits the enemy

to regroup and/or attempt and escape from the village. Therefore, once contact
has been established with enemy elements, every effort must Le attempted to
meintain it, while other dlements and supporting fires are maneuvered to destroy

and/or cut off his routes of escape.

The initial mission of the Brigade remained in effect during OPERATICN PERSHING
until 1 June, when the Brigade rsceived the mission of providing fixed tase

security to LZ ENGLISH, LZ LARAMIE, LZ WILLIE, LZ TWO BITS, and tridges in the :

.

BONG SCN Flain, with the lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry and the 1st Battalion, 12th

. Cavalry,

The Brigade conducted its mission of destro ing the enemy and establishing !

coordination with the Hational Fadéce Field Force units,

The National Folice Field Force operations ware initiated during the year.

These operations are conducted with regular Infantry units to move Into

J ”

villapes, gather the people toga'thér, interrogate them, and remove the -
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enemy's capatility to tuild himeelf intc a villags, and mad: hir unslable in

his own "groundi", the villapa.

Heavy contact was established and decisive victories were won in the Battles of

AN QUI (30 May - 1 June), BING DE (20 June), and TUY AN (2-3 July) Ly the Brigade.

From 30 May to 1 June 1967, the lst Brigade fought the 9th Battalion, 22d Regiment,

3d NVA Division in the BONG SON Plain, in the village of AN QUI.

Fought by the 2d Battallion, 8th Cavalry, the tattle commenced when one platoon
of D Company was sent to check the village of HOI AN, When the platoon crossed
an open area toward the villege, automatiec weapons fire cut down five members

of the platoon, killing two.

To reinforce the uniis in contact, the Brigade Commander drew on the lst
Battalion, 12th Cavalry to provide C Compeny. Company C landed in the are a of

contact shortly contact shortly after dark. Air strikes, artillery and ARA, were employ Oq

enemy had withdrawn and the 24 Battalion, 8th Cavalry deployed t e two ccmpanies i
toward AN QUI (1) and AY QUI (2), and callsd on the secticn of tanks from the i

lst Battalion, 69th Armor ‘o reinforce.

C Company, lst Battalion, 12h Cavalry epproached AN QUI 91) from the sauthwést,
with one platocn entering the haml~t frem the south and the other wo platoons
entering along the szouthwestern corner of the hamlet. The southern platoon
made immediete contact, and was supported in the drive ty Company A, lst

Battalion, 9th Cavalry gunships.
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the conpany comuander decided to push cver this strip to attack in the
morning. Throughout the night friendly air strikes, CS, ARA, and artillery

firers continued to poind the enemy positions. !

The next morning, C Company and the tank platoon entered the village and "
counted 98 NVA killed, and took three prisoners. American casualties were

|
!
'. 10 KIA and 35 WIA. ]

This tattle taught the Brigade that when a unit tecomes involved in a fire i
i fight, every should te maintain contact and develop the situation. Unless 4
l a "toeheld" is retained in the hamlet, the snemy regaine the initiative and
is afforded the opportunity to improve his fighting configueation in pre-
viously prepared positions. CS gas proved to lLe extremely effective when |
employed in conjunction with a ground attack. The gas renders the enemy

ineffective for approximately 15 minutes after the gas is dispensed.

| Armor was extremely effective against fortified positions, not only because
of firepaverg but also due to the fact that infantry could move into enemy
positions with a minimum casualties by utilizing the tanks as cover. Each
platoon sized untt, it was learned, in ths contact arsa (except those actually b

fighting in the hamlet) should display a facilitate identification and

oontrol,

| The village of TUY AN wes the location whers the lst Battalion, ;8th Cavalry
|

fought a large scale Lattle with an element of the 8th Battalion, 22d NVA

Regiment. ‘The friendly force was composed of A Company, 1st Battalion, 8th

Cavalry, with a platoon of tanks from A Company, lst Battalion, 69th Armor,

’

P - N P R e N
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As the forces approached the village, the Jand platoon came under intensive
fire, and engage the enemy who were hidden tehind hedgerows. The fierce
firefight lasted for 20 minutes, tut after that the enemy broke, leaving

approximately 20 dead. 1st Cavalry losses were 3 KIA and 10 WIA.

The initial action in the morning was accompanied by tank action, which

disrupted the defensive posture of the enemy.

Afternoon fighting consisted of air strikes, artillery, ARA and Go-CO, aleng

with CS to neutralize the enemy's defensive posture.

The attacking forces toock the complex of hills and the village bty 4 July,
having driven the enemy out, and counted 86 NVA KIA, while capturing 3 VC

Frisoners, sustaining 15 friendly KIA, and 39 WIA,

The 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry planned a cordon and search operation on 19

June for execution at 0300H 20 June in the village of BINH DE. A, B, and D
Companies advanced to the village and completed the cordon at 0330H, At that
time, contact was established with approximately a company sized unit composed
of mixed NVA and VC, believed to be elements of the 7th and 9th Battalions, o
224 NVA Regiment, 2d NVA Division. C Company was air assaulted to reiﬁforoo,
and along with eight tanks of A Company, 1lst Battalion, 69th Armor which joined'
the company on the ground launched an attack which resulted in 42 enemy KIA.

The company encountered the most extensive network of defensive positions that

had teen found Ly the brigade up to that time. US casualties were 20 WIA,
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Theso btattles worc characteri~ed by the unit remaining in ocntact with the
eneny and using all availatble firs support, to include CS gas, While the
: initial unit remained in ceontact, other units were air assaulted in to re-
inforce the unit, and all availatle tanks were deployed to the contact area.
In these hattles, the unit in contact attacked and overwhelmed the enemy f;rﬁe

prior to darkness, so that he cculd not break contact.,
I"

As enemy contact waned, the Brigade assumed a posture of area control, targeting

the NVA, VC, and local guerilla infrastructure in the BONG SON Plain, and

; i exercising population and resourcss control.

| It ﬁns during this period that the Brigade initiated "Snatch" Operations to
exert further control over enemy forces in the BONG SON Plain. The ":natch"

! operation employs an aerial scout section conduoting reconnaissance usingg

irregular patterns and a rifle platoon with a team of NPFF on standby.

The operation commences as the scout section locates groups of* people con-

gregated together. Once the "hunting phase" is completed by the rifle platoon
with the NPFF team is moved by air to the target area, inserted on the ground,
and gathers all individuals at a central location for interrogation ty the

NPFF team. Any suspect discovered is evacuated for further interrogation.

|

| The Brigade employed tactics to destroy the NVA/VC main force units and

|

| decimate the VC infrastructure while constantly keeping the enemy forces off

balance, as discussed below.

Significant use of cordon and search, in conjunction with NPFF operations,

ved
snatch operations, and the use of extensive psychological operations pro

’
|
i

to be effective in destroying the VC infrastructure.
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“he GVN presidential alection and the GV Jower house clesiions were held on

3 September and 22 Cctober respectively. During the election period, the

Brigade was required to intensify ground operations and aerial surveillance to
develop maximum socurity for the BCHNG 50& Ilain area ty the date of the election,
and to assist in repelling any attacks on GVN installations. The frequency and
intensity of cordon and search operations, snatch operations and search operations
were increased to stop enemy attempts to disrupt the election process. Also,
employment of the "Swooper" operation, which is a larger scale snatch operation,
usually involving a pre-designated target, proved to be effective in thwarting

enemy opemations.

Significant contect was established six times during the fall months, with the
attack of D Company, 1st Battalion, &th Cavalry (22 Aug), the Cordon and Soarch'
of LIEU AN (1) ty Company D, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry (6 Sept), the search and
destroy operation of B Company, 1st Battalion, &th Cavalry (17 Sept), Cordon

and search of AN QUI (1) by Company B, lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry (20 Sept),"

Attack on Brigade 14-3, Company A, lst Battalion, &th Cavalry (24 Sept), and

Aorial Surveillance and Exploration, Commny C, lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry

(25 Oet). These contacts with character like tuick reaction, manimum use of

firepower, and su,tained contact with the enemy tefors he broke away. IThe enemy

lost a total of 86 KIA, while friendly forces lost 3 KIA, and 15 WIA.

On 12 October, the Brigade received OFCON of two provincial platoons and a
control headquartars element from the lest Battalion, 50th Msehanized. This

unit btecame a qujék reaction force to reinforce any US/ARVN installations in

F

the brigade area 'n case of attack.
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The Brigade employed "Hunter-Killer "eams" during the hours of darkness

utilizing fire, five rifleman with starlight scopes and one radio (optional).
| These teams are assigned areas to operatie in with a mission to find, engage,

and destroy the enemy forece encountered. Assistance can be obtained if the

force encountered is beyond the means of the "Hunter Killer Teams."

The Kit Carson Scout program was fully implemented in the Brigade during the
month of Saptember 1967. Ten scouts were assigned to subordinate maneuver

tattalions. These individuals have proven marginally effective in ferreting

out enemy locations and caches, identifying VC, performing field interrogations
and assisting in control of detainees. The scout's performance of duty hﬁl ime-
proved with time, and it is expscted that thsy will be of significant value

in the future. The personnel for the Kit Carson Scout program are Vietnamese

personnel.

The Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol program was organived and one platoon
was placed OPCON to the Brigade. Through teamwork, a rapport and under-
standing was developed among the Brigade, its sutordinate Battalions and the
Long Range Reconnaissance Fatrols (LRRF). This lead to better trained, more
valuable LRRF's and a more prompt reaction ty Brigade ccmbat elements to

LRRF reports.

"Hunter-Killer" teams, and the "Bushmaster Operations" proved effective, as

. the enemy tegan adapting his modus oprandi to our tectics. He wound move

out of the village early, befcre a cordon and search could be estathlished.

To counter this tactic, Friendly Forces began to set up ambushes along likely

avenues of aécape. Also, when a village was suspected of supporting VC, toams -

- I —
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of men would wait for hin to go into or come from ‘he villame. hese operaiions
kert the enemy in e state of confusion, causing his planning toc “e ineffective,

and keeping him psychologically off talance.

From 12 November to 26 November, the lst Brigade participated in OPERATION
MACARTHUR 4in the area noar BAK 70. With the infantry of the 2d Battalionm,
8th Cavalry and the 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, supported Ly the 2d Battalion,

19th Artillery and the 2d Battalion, 20th Artillery (ARA_.

The 1st Brigade began with the primary mission of tlocking enemy infiltration
and exfiltration in its assigned AO and to find and destroy the enemy. The

brigade was OPCON to the 4th Infantry Division, in SPAASZ AO, near DAK TC,

The lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry was tasked to combat assault into the northern
portion of the assizned Brigade AO, estatlished a firebase and conduct opsrations
to search and destroy the enemy. The 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry was tasked to
provide one rifle company to secure the Brigade forward Command Fost, and to °
provide two rifle companies OFCON to the 4th Infantry Division to operate in

the vicinity of DAK TO and to assist in security of that installation.

After the initial combat action at DAK 70, the 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry was
returned to the 1lst Brigade, and assigned the A0 muth and east of enemy
contact in the ridgeland around DAK TO., The contact there was with an estimated

NVA battalion sized force, and the area wvas secured bty 21 Novemter.

The 1st Battalion, 12th Cavel ry air assaulted southwest of KONTUM, just morth
of the PLEI MRONG SF Camp on 22 Novemler. The tattalion assisted the SF Camp

by eontrolling lidt to insert a ready reaction force from the camp to aid a ,

10
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CIDG unit in heavy centact.

In OPERATION NACARITIUR, the enemy lost 17 XIA to the 1lst Brigadse, while the

Brigade losses were 5 KIA, and 17 WIA,

As Colonel Donald V. Rattan, Bripade Commander, expressed it: "This operation

provided a stringgent test and acted es an invaluable training vehicle for all
elenents of the Task Force.....Much of the fat collected since February was
foreibly trimmed from the Brigade during the cperation. The responsivenecs,
ssnce of urgency, cooperation and full accomplishment of all missions by all

eloments of the Brigade were outetanding and most gratifying."

OPERATION MACARTIUR demonstrated the need for all units to keep trim, econstantly
revising movement plans, Leing prepared to move on short notice. Also, prioritihs
wore reestablished on matorials and sections to be moved, as it was discovered
what units were needed, and not needed, and when they were needed. For example,
the Communications secticn had a low priority, yet it was discovered that

the need of experienced communications personnel, and necessary material, was

pressing when moving into a new area. These were valualle lessons.

£s the year ended, the lst Airtorme Brigade continued operations in the PERSHING
b o AO, having returned from OPERATION MACARTHUR by 25 November. Aggressive and
I intensive operations throughout the BONG SON Plain, the AN LAO Valley, £he

coastal highland, and the northern CAY CIEP Mcuntains characterired the

Brigade operations.

From the efternoon of 6 December to 20 Decemler, the 1st Brigade tattled the
NVA in TAM QUAN. The task force consisted of the 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry,

Companies A, B, and D of the lst Battalion, 50th Mechanized, 2d Battalionm,

L
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8th Cavalry, lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry.

The enemy was composed of elements of the 224 NVA Regiment, to include
HHQ unit, Tho concept of operations directed that the oantaot with the
cnemy units must be maintained, but if lost, immediate pursuit must be
executed by fire, aerial survelllance and hy maneuver units.

The action begun on 6 December as Company B, lst Battalion, 8th Cawalry |
' air assaulted into TAN QUAN and was joinsd on the ground by Campany A,
lst Batitalion, 50th HMechanized, attacking from the east, The night was
11luminated as the campany remained an positicn, having been unsile to
campletely penetrate the heavy defenses and thiok barush.

In the morning, a CS preparatory fire hy ARA hit the contact area, followed

' by an artillery TOT, Company A joined the attack, along with Campany C.

In the firat attack, enémy reaistance held back the Skytroopers, but after
pulling back and saturating the area with CS, ARA, artillery and air strikes,
the unita moved back in with flame throwing APC'a,

Still the fire was intense, even though the frant lines of the enemy defenses
had been broken. The next day, 8 December, C Company relieved B Campsny in
the contact ares, and thyee campanies assaulted an the heols of intensive

! CS, ARA, and Artillery TOT's eweeping the area clear of resistancs, except

faor snipers and individual soldiers left behing,

The enemy had fled, but the lst Cavalry units continued to search him out
on the BONG S0 Plain. The socuthern soreening force was the 40th' ARVN
Rogiment, One unit osme under attack an 9 December, but the enemy un;l.t

TR 12
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was repulsed. On 10 December, tho 40th ARVN Regiment reported that civilians
were flecing the village of TRUONG LAM, Company B, 1lst Battalion, 12th
Cavalry air assaulted the villege and was joined by Company D, lst

Battalion, lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry and Company B, lat Battaliam, 50th

| Mechanized. Company B, lst Baldalion, 50th Mechaniszed began to searah the
village and came in oontaoct with amall erms and automatic weapona fire.
Company O, lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry air assaulted at 1220 H, to close

the left flank, Three ccoxrdinate attacks by the three companies were made

on the enemy pasitions during the oourse of the aftermoan, each being made
after intensive artillery preparation., At nightfall, the oompanies broke

contact .and astablished their night positions while artillery ocontinued to

hit the enemy positions throughout the night.

The forces of Companies A and D, 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry were alf assaulted
to block enemy escape routes in the CAY GIEP Mountains, On 11 December,
1st Battalion, 12th Cavdlry sssaulted the village, meeting sporadic

resistance. The anbush element of the let Battalion, 8th Cavalry had

sporadioc oontact.

1
On 15 Docember, the lst BaX¥talion, 12th Cavalry moved into an area that
wes NVA inhabited, according to intelligence reporis, and made heavy oantaas,

| The last Battalion, 50th Mechanized aided, and tho companies succeeded in

penetrating the enemy's outer defenses, Again artillery and air strikes
wore called in and the lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry deployed into blocking
positions. The lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry assaulted and drove the enemy
out of his strongholds. Contact continued on 19 December, following the

: same basioc tactios. ’

‘ 13




AU kR AT THE NATIINAL AT RS - e

R 12356, Section 3.3, AL 87:559(/

DECLASSIF% 72}&0 ek 9650

Malaria wgs not conldidered a seriocus problem for the Brigade, as centinued

cammand amphasis kept the maluria rate low.

In the carly manths, problems were experienced with immersion foot, due to
the heavy amounts of rain ond inadequate time for the ommbat troops to
properly air their feete. This problem decreased with ccmmand emphasis,

and the ease of ihe rainy season,

Logistics were a ocontinued item of command interests The majar move in
OPERATION MACARTHUR pointed out the definite need for an established operatiom
procedure on logistical moves, snd the reevaluation of items that ocan be

corried by the units and to be supplied from the logistical command,

Barrier material was a continued shortage for thae brigade, with few oMher

problens in the logistios ﬁold.as

It waas a "job well dane" for the Officers and men of the Brigade duxing the

yeare. In reocognition of their ocouragecus acts, members of the Brigade
won a totel of 168 Silver Stars and Seven Distinguished Service Crosses

far their valor during the year. ' o

: The lst Brigade ended the year controlling the BONG SON Plain, having
established security for the people of the area against Communist Ag:Tessian,
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