
Denise Suzanne Durst, only daughter of Gerald "Jerry" Richard (1912-

1984) and Betty Jean (Benedict) Durst, was born 31 October 1950, Ingham 

County, Michigan.  

Denise’s father Jerry was born in Indiana the son of Elzy Mollenhour (or 

Moulenhour) and Ethel Creighbourn but by 1920 his surname had been 

changed to Durst.  In 1930 Jerry Durst graduated from Eastern High 

School, Lansing, Ingham County and in 1943 entered the US Army.  Jerry 

was honorably discharged from service in 1947.  Jerry, married, divorced, 

and then in 1947 married pretty Miss Betty Benedict in Lansing.  The 

couple had three children; Randy 

Michael, born 26 September 1948, 

Denise Suzanne, born 31 October 

1950 and J. Richard, who died as an 

infant, 11 April 1954. Jerry and Betty 

for many years were very involved 

with the Harvest Home Festival of the 

Ingham County Hospital and 

Rehabilitation Center.  Betty also 

worked, for a number of years, as an 

Okemos High School secretary. 

Denise followed her brother in graduating from Okemos 

High School.  Randy graduated in 1966 while Denise 

graduated in 1968.  

Always “sunny”, Denise was delightful and active in high 

school. 
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Denise furthered her education by attending Lansing Business University 

and Michigan State University.   

 

She married Richard Lawrence Hildreth Jr., 1 July 1972, East Lansing.  The 

couple later divorced. 



Single, Denise moved to Palm Beach County, Florida where she would 

establish herself as a realtor and opened The Specialty Shoppe, Inc.   
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She met and married William A. "Bill" Meyer, 28 June 

1981, Palm Beach.  Bill, a graduate of the University of 

Pennsylvania, London School of 

Economics and Georgetown University 

Law School, was an up and coming 

businessman in Palm Beach, an eastern 

coastal area of Florida.   

Denise and Bill would have two children: Candice and 

Andrew "A. J." She and 

Bill would build a 37-

year multifaceted life 

together. 
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 Her death from cancer came 24 March 2018, Palm Beach County.  Dee 

Dee was 67.  Always thinking of others, her cancer-free organs were 

donated, and her body contributed to medical research.  
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