
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published in Ann Arbor News on Feb. 28, 2019 

Ortiz, Lisa Maria Rodriguez 6/2/1966 - 2/21/2019 

Lisa Maria Rodriguez Ortiz (Schwartz) of Ypsilanti, Michigan, died 

after suffering sudden cardiac arrest. Lisa was a proud native Chicagoan. 

She attended Whitney Young High School in Chicago and Okemos High 

School in Michigan and made lifelong friends at both. Educated at the 

University of Michigan and Boston College, she became a Spanish teacher 

of brilliance, imagination, and extraordinary devotion to her students. She 



was in her twenty-sixth year of teaching at Greenhills School in Ann Arbor 

when she died. A beloved daughter, niece, sister, cousin, wife, and aunt, a 

stalwart friend, and above all an 

adoring mother, she was also a 

bibliophile, writer, thespian, gardener, 

cook extraordinaire, music lover, 

choral singer, fangirl, fisherwoman, 

ardent traveler, intrepid explorer of 

the outdoors, slight pyromaniac, 

connoisseur of luxurious baths, and 

ferociously competitive player of darts, 

backgammon, ping-pong, softball, 

euchre, and any other game. She is preceded in death by her mother Maria 

Schwartz (Rodriguez-Ortiz), and she is survived by her father William A.J. 

Schwartz, Jr.; her wife Julia Marvin; her daughters Maria and Melissa 

LoCicero; her siblings Bill Schwartz, Mary Ann Gottlieb, and Rod Schwartz; 

her ex-husband A.J. LoCicero; her aunt Sor Elisa Rodriguez-Ortiz; and a 

host of beloved cousins, nieces, and nephews. Her remains will rest in her 

ancestral home of Aibonito, Puerto Rico. Lisa's boundless appetite for life, 

her candor, her passion for justice, her ability to see and bring out the best 

in others, and her profound love for her family and friends will continue to 

inspire all of us who have had the privilege of knowing and loving her. Her 

funeral will take place at 4 pm on Tuesday, February 26, at St. Andrew's 

Episcopal Church, 306 N Division St, Ann Arbor, MI 48104. In lieu of 

flowers, please donate in Lisa's honor to World Central Kitchen: World 

Central Kitchen, Inc., P.O. Box 392289, Pittsburgh PA 15251-9289 

Lisa was interred Cementerio Municipal del Campito, Aibonito, Aibonito 

Municipality, Puerto Rico. 

Notification of Richard's death was provided by retired Social Studies teacher, Steve Thomas.  Thank you for 

“looking after” your students. 

 

http://www.okemosalumni.org/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7667426

