
 

 

 

 

 

A Circle of Friends 
Thirteen Okemos graduates from the 1890’s 

 

 

By Sherrie Paty Barber, class of 1966 

 

 

Editor’s note: Inspired by a 1951 newspaper notice of a gathering, Sherrie, links 
biographies of 3rd generation families to the pioneers of Okemos.   Rod Ellis ‘65 

 



 

A Circle of Friends in Okemos, Michigan 1951 
June 4th, 1951 was sunny with a high of 79 degrees.  It was on this 
delightful Michigan summer day that 13 old friends gathered in an Okemos 
home to reminisce, laugh and enjoy their circle of friendship.  It was a time 

to remember growing up in Meridian and Alaiedon Townships, attending 
the old two-story Okemos school and life before the dawn of the 20th 
century.  Within a year the 13 would shrink to 12 and the circle would be 
broken forever but on that 4th of June the gathering would be a highlight of 
memories.  So much had taken place in the lives of these 13 women during 
the last 7 decades. 

Okemos was originally called Hamilton Village.  Back in 1839 Freeman 
Bray, an ancestor to one of the 13 girlfriends, purchased 60 acres of land 
from the Chippewa Indian tribe for $5.00 per acre.  Later, realizing the 
need for a school in the village he, in 1850, surveyed out a half-acre of 
ground in the center of the village and sold it to the local school district for 

Lansing State Journal, Thursday, June 7, 1951 



$15.00.  Mr. Bray stipulated in the sale that if the property was not used for 
school purposes it was to revert back to him or his heirs.  The school house 
built was a one-room structure.  In 1873, with an increase in local 
population, a new two-room school building was constructed and furnished 
for the cost of about $3,400.00.  By 1880 an addition was completed 
making the building a two-story formation, 30 by 50 feet, and housing 8 
grades.  There were 120 students. 

While growing up in the Okemos area during the later part of the 19th 
century, these 13 young women were just a small segment of an ever 
increasingly changing America, often referred to as the Gilded Age.  
Okemos was considered rural and the young friends mostly came out of 
farm families, several with a father who was a Civil War veteran.  The 
Grange movement, National Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA), rapid 
national economic growth, larger farms, improvement in farm equipment, 
education opportunities all expanded and grew during this period. It was a 
time of feminist leaders such as Catherine Beecher, Elizabeth Stanton and 
Susan B. Anthony, who were highly active in promoting the education of 
woman as teachers. It was by their determined encouragement that doors 
opened for women into higher education and greater economic 
independence. 

Of the 13 girlfriends, 5 never married. All the friends completed 8 grades at 
Okemos, several had 2 years of high school education and 3 became college 
graduates and teachers.  Belle, who never married, was a career woman and 
worked as an auditor for the State of Michigan.  Nettie, with 2 years of high 
school education, taught for a season but married and never worked outside 
the home again. Bess Wilson simply never left home and, with independent 
means, lived her life as a single.  Many of the girls married into local farm 
families.  Careers, whether as a wife, mother or as an independent woman, 
were obviously dictated by the times in which they lived.  

And so it was in the 1880's and 1890's that a group of young women 
completed the 8 grades at Okemos school.  Friendships were formed, 
cemented and as the decades passed connections remained.   In 1951 the 13 
were in all their 70's and, with a lifetime of experiences behind them, eager 
to reconnect.  

The oldest in the circle of old friends was Ida W. Phillips.  Ida, daughter 
of Abner (1847-?) and Catherine "Kate" Toolan (1852-1876) Phillips, was 
born 15 December 1875, Meridian Township, Ingham County.  Ida's mother 



died within a year of her birth and was interred St. Joseph Catholic 
Cemetery, Lansing, Ingham County.  Her father married again in 1877.  Ida 
was partially raised by her grandparents, John and Esther Phillips.  
Grandpa John Phillips was the local shoemaker in Okemos.  Little is known 
of Ida's childhood other than she grew up in Okemos and also attended 
Okemos school probably to the 8th grade.  On 28 January 1894 she married 
Elmurion Sylvester Harrington in Williamston, Ingham County but by 18 
August 1896 she was filing for divorce.  The divorce, for desertion, was 
granted her 6 April 1897, Ingham County.  There were no children. 

Ida then married George Lewis Jackson in Ontario Province, Canada 9 
April 1897.  George, born 23 August 1868, Ontario Province, and Ida lived 
in Okemos most of their married life.  Briefly during the 1920's the couple 
lived in Morley, Mecosta County, Michigan.  George, while living in Morley, 
was accused of violating state law regulating the offering and sale of 
securities. 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Friday 12 September 1930 

DISMISS CASE AGAINST FORMER LANSING MAN 

George L. Jackson, former Lansing man from Morley, Mich., who was held 
a year ago for violation of the blue-sky law, charged with selling stock in the 
Jackson Fur Farm, Ind., of which he is president, has been freed.  The case 

was thrown out of court when it was 
indicated there was no violation of the 
law.  

George worked for about 15 years for 
the Lansing Granite Company.  He 
died at his home in Okemos 28 July 
1931.  Ida died 25 September 1962, 
Okemos.  The couple was childless.  
The Jackson's were interred Mt. Hope 

Cemetery, Lansing, Ingham County. 

 

 

 

 



Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Tuesday 25 September 1962 

MRS. IDA W. JACKSON 

Mrs. Ida W. Jackson, 86, of 4645 
Okemos rd., Okemos, died 
Tuesday at the residence.  She was 
born Dec. 15, 1875, in Okemos and 
was a lifelong resident of Ingham 
county except for a few years when 
she lived in Morley.  Mrs. Jackson 
was a member of Okemos Rebekah 
lodge and a member of Okemos 
Pioneer Ladies society.  She is 
survived by a cousin, Mrs. Herbert W. Smith of Sarasota, Fla.  Funeral 
services will be held Thursday at 1 p.m. from the Gorsline-Runciman 
funeral home.  Burial will be in Mr. Hope cemetery. 

 

Edna Belle "Belle" Kirk, daughter of Henry William (1841-1901) and 
Estella (Olin) (1857-1943) Kirk, was born 8 July 1876, Ingham County.  
Belle, as she was called by her friends, never married.  Her father was a 
Civil War Union veteran having served as a Private with the Company H, 
26th Michigan. After the war he settled in Okemos, married and had a 
daughter.  Unfortunately, his young wife died.  Henry married Estella Olin 
and Belle was their first-born child.  Henry had been a farmer in the 
Okemos (Wheatfield) area before the war.  

Belle attended the Okemos school house as a child.  Her adult employment 
career started off with dressmaking but by 1910 she was employed in a 
Lansing bank.  According to the 1920 US Federal Census Ingham County 
she was stenographer for the State of Michigan, later working as an auditor 
for the State.  Belle took several years off, living in Florida, to care for her 
elderly, later ailing, mother who died in 1943, Pinellas County, Florida.  
Belle returned to Lansing and resumed her career with the State of 
Michigan.  She lived at 1409 Sheldon, Lansing for many years. 



Belle died 31 July 1972, Lansing and was interred Glendale Cemetery, 
Okemos. 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Wednesday 2 August 1972 

MISS E. BELLE KIRK 

1409 SHELDON 

Age 96, died July 31, 1972 at a local nursing home.  Born July 8, 1876 in 
Ingham County, Miss Kirk had been a lifelong resident of Ingham County 
except during World War II.  She was a former auditor with the Secretary of 
State office and active in Republicans Women's Club.  She was a member of 
the First Church of Christ Scientist of Lansing, and the Mother Church in 
Boston, Mass.  Surviving are nephews, nieces and cousins.  Funeral services 
will be held Thursday, 11:30 a.m. at the Gorsline-Runciman Lansing Chapel 
with Herbert N. Barrett reader of the First Church of Christ Scientist 
officiating.  Interment Glendale Cemetery. 

Lansing State Journal, March 9, 1935 

E. Belle Kirk, Office Supervisor, standing 2nd from the right. 



 

 

Emma Christina Niebling, daughter of Jacob Michael (1848 Germany - 
1936) and Lizzie (Horning; maiden surname spelling on her death 
certificate) (1858-1940) Niebling, was born 20 January 1877, Washtenaw 
County, Michigan.  Emma was a baby when her parents moved to Okemos 
and she received her first 8 years of education in the 2 story Okemos 
school.  Emma went on to attend high school in Lansing and to graduate 

from Michigan State Normal 
School with a teaching 
certificate in the 1890's.   

Emma, who never married, taught within Ingham County in and around 
Okemos and Williamston for 40 plus years.  

She died 8 April 1960, Okemos and was 
interred Glendale Cemetery, Okemos. 

 

 

Lansing State Journal, September 6, 1912 

Lansing State Journal, August 18, 1949 



Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Saturday 9 April 1960 

EX-TEACHER DIES AT 83 

LONGTIME OKEMOS AREA RESIDENT 
BELIEVED STROKE VICTIM 

Miss Emma Niebling, 83, the longest resident of the 
Okemos-Haslett area, died Friday at her Okemos home. 

Miss Neibling, who was an Ingham county school teacher 
for more than 40 years, lived all but six weeks of her life in 
Ingham county.  She was born n Washtenaw county. 

She was found dead in her bed when neighbors noticed her 
home was without lights Friday night.  Coroner Dorwin E. 
Hoffmeyer said she had been dead about 10 hours.  He 
attributed death to a stoke. 

The Okemos-Haslett Kiwanis club honored Miss Niebling 
during the Okemos Centennial last summer as the resident 
who had lived in the greatest number of years in the area. 

Miss Niebling was a graduate of the Old Ypsilanti State 
Normal college.  Her teaching assignments included 
Williamston and Okemos, where she retired 15 years ago. 

She was a member of the Okemos Pioneer club and at the 
time of her death was financial secretary of Okemos 
Edwina Rebekah Lodge 20. 

Rebekah services will be conducted at 1 p.m. Monday at the 
Gorsline-Runciman funeral home. 

She is survived by a brother, William of Okemos and a niece, Mrs. Lucile 
Edwards of Lexington, Ky. 

Burial will be in Glendale cemetery. 

 

 

 



A fourth member of the Circle of Friends was Grace Ann Wever, 
daughter of William Nathan (1853-1907) and Fannie A. (Cogswell) (1859-
1883) Wever.  Grace was born 25 August 1879 in Okemos.  Her father was a 
farmer in Meridian Township.  Grace, at age 3, lost her mother to typhoid 
fever, March 1883.  Her father married again in 1886 and Grace was raised 
by step-mother Sarah Elizabeth (Chapin) (1855-1934). 

Grace attended the Okemos school house through the 8th grade and then 
attended, for 2 years, high school in Lansing.  She married 4 October 1898, 
Lansing, Alfred Austin Williams.  Alfred, born 22 November 1875, owned 
and operated a farm on Hagadorn Road, Okemos.  The couple had 2 
daughters, Fannie and Phebe, both of whom graduated from Okemos High 
School.  Fannie graduated in 1928 and Phebe in 1934. 

Alfred died 21 June 1940.  Grace married widower George Lewis Wood, a 
retired school teacher, on 7 September 1952, Okemos.  George, born 31 
January 1874, died 31 January 1955, Ingham County.  Grace died 31 May 
1959, Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan.  Grace and Alfred were 
interred Glendale Cemetery, Okemos. George was laid to rest with his first 
wife in Franklin Township Cemetery, Tipton, Lenawee County, Michigan. 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Monday 1 June 1959 

MRS. GRACE W. WOOD 

Mrs. Grace Williams Wood, 79, of Lake Odessa, died Sunday at a Grand 
Rapids hospital.  Mrs. Wood was a lifelong resident of Okemos, moving to 
Lake Odessa two years ago.  Surviving are two daughters, Mrs. Rex 
Beaumont of Onondaga and Mrs. Howard 
Tischer of Lake Odessa.  Funeral services 
will be held at Gorsline-Runciman funeral 
home at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday.  Rev. 
Howard Johnson of Okemos Baptist 
church officiating.  Burial will be in 
Glendale cemetery, Okemos.  The body 
will be removed to Gorsline-Runciman 
funeral home Tuesday forenoon. 

 

 



Among the 13 friends was Ethel A. Davis, born 12 April 1880, Keene, 
Cheshire County, New Hampshire.  She was the daughter of George 
Leonard (1848-1922) and Ida Mary (Davis) Davis.  Her parents were 
married in the town of Keene in 1875 but by 1880 were living in Ingham 
County.  Ethel attended all 8 grades at Okemos and then went into Lansing 
Central High School to complete her high school education.  She was a 1904 
graduate of Michigan State Normal School, now Eastern Michigan 
University, Ypsilanti, Washtenaw County.  Ethel, who never married, began 
her teaching career in Lansing and became an elementary school principal 
for 30 years at the Foster Avenue School, Lansing.  

Ethel died 21 June 1957, Lansing and was interred Mt. Hope Cemetery, 
Lansing. 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Friday 21 June 1957  

FORMER PRINCIPAL DIES HERE FRIDAY 

Miss Ethel Davis Teacher Here for 45 Years 

Miss Ethel A. Davis, 77, former principal of the Foster ave. 
school, died early Friday morning in a Lansing hospital. 

Miss Davis was connected with the Lansing public schools 
for 45 years before retirement in 1949. 

She first entered the school system in 1904 following her 
graduation from Michigan State Normal college, Ypsilanti. 

Miss Davis was first assigned as a teacher in the Logan st. 
school, later the Cherry st. school before being assigned as 
a teacher at Foster ave. 

She became principal of the school in 1915 and remained 
in the post until her retirement. 

She was active in the national and Michigan education 
associations, Michigan Association of Elementary School 
Principals and held both state and national offices in the American 
Childhood Education association. 

Her body was removed to Estes-Leadley funeral home pending 
arrangements. 

 



 

In the midst of the 13 friends was Caroline Belle Bray, granddaughter of 
Freeman Bray who settled in "Hamilton," now Okemos, in 1839.  Caroline, 
daughter of Mahlon Augustus (1851-1916) and Jennie May (Dieckman) 
(1862-1930) Bray, was born 3 August 1880 in Meridian Township, Ingham 
County.  The Bray's owned and operated a working farm and Caroline, like 
her 3 siblings, helped her mother and father with chores and where a hand 
was needed on the farm.  She attended Okemos school through the 8th 
grade and then went to Lansing Central High School where she graduated, 
a year ahead of schedule, in 1898.  Caroline, who never married, was 
enumerated in the 1900 US Federal Census Ingham County as single, living 
with her parents and teaching school. 

 

The 1930 US Federal Census enumerated Caroline living on Cedar Street, 
East Lansing and owning a home valued at $8,000.  No occupation was 
listed for her in either the 1930 or 1940 census.  Caroline taught High 
School in the Lansing area well into the 1920's.  The 1940 US Federal 
Census listed Caroline having 4 years of college education.  She graduated 
from Michigan State College with a major in Home Economics.  About the 
time of her mother's death, 1930, she seems to have retired from public 
school teaching and been a woman of independent means, active in 
community affairs. 

Caroline died 1 December 1974, Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan and 
was interred Riverside Cemetery, Okemos. 

 

Lansing State Journal, April 23, 1912 

Lansing State Journal, August 29, 1919 

Lansing State Journal, September 6, 1912 



The Incredible Account of Freeman Bray and Joseph Kilbourne, the 
Michigan Capitol and Okemos.  (Freeman Bray is the Great-grandfather of 
Caroline Bray) 

Lansing State Journal, December 11, 1949 
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Lansing State Journal, January 8, 1950 

Lansing State Journal, May 27, 1953 



  

Lansing State Journal, May 2, 1954 



Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Thursday 5 December 1974 

CAROLINE B. BRAY 

FORMERLY OF 139 CEDAR ST., 

EAST LANSING 

Miss Bray died Dec. 1, 1974 at Clark Memorial Home, Grand Rapids.  Born 
Aug. 3, 1880 in Okemos.  She was a lifelong resident of the East Lansing-
Okemos area and taught school for 25 years.  She was a member of Peoples 
Church, the Evening Service Guild, the Pinetum Club and the Senior 
Citizens Club and was a life member of the East Lansing Women's Club, the 
Okemos O.E.S. and the Pioneer Club of Okemos.  She is survived by 2 
nieces, Mrs. Allan (Jennie Becker) Barron of Wyandotte, Mrs. Neil O,. 
(Esther) Barrick of Elkhart, Kansas; a nephew, Mahlon B. Hammond of 
California; 3 grand-nieces and 3 grand-nephews.  Funeral services will be 
held Sat. at 11 a.m. from the Gorsline-Runciman East Chapel, East Lansing 
with Rev. Roy. J. Schramm officiating.  Interment Riverside Cemetery, 
Okemos. 

Lansing State Journal, August 30, 1982 



  

Lansing State Journal, November 2, 1991 



Dottie D. Allen's father was a Civil War veteran having served as a 
private in Company B, 23rd Ohio Infantry.  George Wood Allen, in the years 
after the war, worked as a blacksmith.  He met and married Alice L. 
Harrington and they raised 4 children together.  George farmed and worked 
out as a laborer.  Dottie was born 9 November 1880, Livingston County, 
Michigan.  The family moved into the Alaiedon-Meridian Township area 
when Dottie was young.  She attended all 8 grades at the Okemos school 
and also had 2 years of high school, presumably at Lansing Central. 

The 1900 US Federal Census Ingham County enumerated Dottie employed 
as a "servant" for a local farm family named Dennis.  On her marriage 
license in 1904 Dottie listed "none" as occupation.  She married Walter 
James Heathman 4 October 1904 Alaiedon Township.  The couple would 
celebrate 3 children and 61 years together.   

Dottie died 2 February 1965, Mason, Ingham County.  Walter, born 11 May 
1878, Iowa, died 13 April 1968, Stockbridge, Ingham County.  They were 
interred Maple Grove Cemetery, Mason. 

Note the misspelling of Dottie's name in her obituary. 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Wednesday 
3 February 1965 

MRS. HEATHMAN SUCCUMBS AT 84 

Mrs. Dollie Heathman, 84, of 2086 Hamilton 
Road, Okemos, died Tuesday at Mason. 

Born in Livingston County, she had been a 
resident of Okemos and vicinity most of her life.  
She was a member of Okemos Community 
Church and Okemos Lady's Pioneer Club. 

Surviving are her husband, Walter; two sons, 
James of Mason and George of Lansing; one 
daughter, Mrs. Ruth Hubbard, Okemos; 13 
grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services will be held Friday at 3 p.m. at 
the Gorsline-Runciman East Chapel.  Graveside services will be at 2 p.m. at 
Maple Grove Cemetery, Mason. 



The guest of honor at the 4th of June gathering was Ethelyn Honey 
Smith.  Ethelyn, daughter of John (1845-1929) and Mary (McCurdy) 
(1862-1959) Honey, was born 17 May 1881, Ingham County.  Ethelyn's 
father, John Honey, was born in New York State and with family settled on 
farm land in Alaiedon Township, Ingham County before 1860.  In 1879 
John married Mary in Holt, Ingham County. Ethelyn was the first born 
child. She attended Okemos School completing the 8th grade and then had 
one year of high school in Lansing. 

On 3 May 1908, Okemos, Ethelyn married Ora C. Emery.  Little is known 
about Ora or the marriage but Ora, born 14 April 1871, died of pulmonary 
tuberculosis 29 July 1916 in a Wayne County, Michigan sanitarium.  His 
occupation was listed as engineer. He was interred Pine Ridge Cemetery, 
Bay County, Michigan.  Ethelyn must have had a divorce.  She, using her 
maiden name of Honey, married Benjamin Alexis Smith on 29 August 1914, 
Bay City, Bay County.  Benjamin recorded he was born in Missouri but was 
a merchant in Williams, Arizona. 

Benjamin and Ethelyn were childless but did take in and unofficially adopt 

nephew, Maurice Edward Smith.  
Maurice, born in 1920, was enumerated 
living with his uncle and aunt in the 
1940 US Federal Census Pima County.  
Maurice went on to become pilot of a 
7th Army Air Force Mitchell bomber 
during World War II.  He 
flew combat missions 
over Gilbert Island, 
Marshall and Caroline 
Islands and Japan.  He 
graduated from Tucson 
Senior High School in 
1939 and after the war 
married, became a 

Stanford graduate and a successful lawyer in California. 

In 1955 the Smith's moved to California. Ethelyn died 18 
April 1966, Fresno County, California.  Benjamin died 15 February 1970, 
Fresno County.  They were interred Fowler Cemetery, Fresno County. 

Tucson Daily Citizen, December 20, 1945 



The Fresno Bee The Republican (Fresno, California) Tuesday 19 April 1966 

MRS. ETHELYN SMITH 

Fowler - Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. 
Thursday in the Fowler Funeral Chapel for 
Mrs. Ethelyn Honey Smith of 411 Seventh St., 
Fowler, who died yesterday in a Fresno 
hospital. 

Burial will be in the Fowler Cemetery. 

Mrs. Smith, a native of Michigan, had lived in 
Fowler 11 years.  She was a member of the 
Fowler Christian Church and the local Rebekah 
Lodge. 

Surviving are her husband, Benjamin; a son, 
Maurice Smith, a Fresno attorney; and two 
grandchildren. 

  



Statira "Statie" Hammond was born 29 October 1881, Alaiedon 
Township Ingham County, to Upton J. (1848-1923) and Ada (Kinsman) 
(1854-1942).  Ada was born and raised in 
Okemos.  Upton, an Alaiedon Township, 
Ingham County farmer married Ada in 
1875, Okemos. Statie was the couple's 
first born child.  

As a child Statie was a member of 
Wilkins Memorial Church in Alaiedon 
Township, which was named after the 
pioneer Wilkins family.  The church 
closed around 1920. Statie, probably 
before her marriage, moved her 
membership to Okemos Baptist Church, 
Meridian Township.  

Statie attended Okemos School through 
the 8th grade.  She married James 
Bernard True 1 January 1907, Ingham 

County.  James was a 2nd generation 
Michigander.  His father, Orville and 
twin brother, Orrin, were the first 
white boys born in Rives Township, 
Jackson County, Michigan.  Orville 
married in 1858 and bought farm 
land near Mason where he cut timber, 
sheared sheep and during the long 

winters made axe handles.  James was raised on that farm and when he 
married Statie he continued to farm for a number of years.  James later 
worked for the Lansing City Engineering Department.  

James and Statie had only one child, a daughter named Alice Maxine, born 
5 September 1911.  James died 11 October 1956.  Statie died 25 May 1964.  
They were interred Summit Cemetery, Williamston.   

 

 

Lansing State Journal, September 4, 1918 

Lansing State Journal, December 22, 1939 



Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Tuesday 26 May 1964 

MRS. STATIRA TRUE, WILLIAMSTON, DIES 

Mrs. Statira True, 82, 240 Sherwood Road, Williamston, died Monday at a 
local hospital.  Born in Alaiedon Township, she had been a lifelong resident 
of Ingham County.  She was a member of Okemos Baptist Church, the 
Pioneer Club of Okemos and a member of the Home Round-Up Club.  She 
was the widow of James B. True. 

Surviving are one daughter, Mrs. Paul Corbin of Williamston; one 
granddaughter and two great-grandchildren. 

The body is at the Gorsline-Runciman East Chapel, East Lansing.  Burial 
will be in Summit Cemetery, Williamston. 

  

Lansing State Journal, May 28, 1964 



Another in the friendship circle was Nettie Viola Spross, daughter of 
Elias (1857-1924) and Louisa (Herre) (1860-1939) Spross.  Nettie was born 
14 December 1881, Okemos.  Her father was by trade a mason and the two-
story home he built still stands at 1738 Hamilton Road, Okemos.  Nettie's 

mother, Louisa, was born in Meridian Township and 
lived all her life in the Okemos locale.  Nettie attended 
the Okemos school through eighth grade and went on 
to complete two years of high school in Lansing.  The 
1900 US Federal Census Ingham County enumerated 

Nettie living with her parents but employed as a school teacher. 

On 28 October 1903, Meridian 
Township, Nettie married Philo 
Rockwell Woodworth, a local 
farm boy.  Philo was born 16 May 
1880, Meridian Township and 
farmed all his life within the 
Okemos area.  He and Nettie 
raised 4 children and celebrated 
43 years of marriage before his 
death at home 21 February 1947.  
Nettie, first to break the circle of 
friends by death, passed away 10 
May 1952, Okemos.  Philo and Nettie were interred Glendale Cemetery, 
Okemos. 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Saturday 10 May 1952 

MRS. NETTIE V. WOODWORTH 

Mrs. Nettie V. Woodworth, 70, died at her 
home in Okemos Saturday morning.  She was 
born in Okemos Dec. 14, 1881 and had been a 
life-long resident of this community.  Her 
husband, Philo, preceded her in death in 
1947.  She was a member of Okemos No. 267 
O.E.S., Sunbeam Hive No. 164 of the 
Maccabees and the Okemos Ladies Pioneer 
club.  She is survived by a son, Phillip Woodworth of Cadillac; three 
daughters, Mrs. O. K. Grettenberger of Okemos, Mrs. Redmond Cotter of 
Sacramento, Cal., and Mrs. Roland Howes of Mason; four grandchildren, 

Lansing State Journal, February 22, 1947 



and a brother, Otto Spross of Okemos.  Funeral services will be held at the 
Gorsline-Runciman funeral home Tuesday at 2:30 p.m.  Interment will be 
in Glendale cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lansing State Journal, May 19, 1985 



 

Mary Bess Wilson was called "Bessie" or "Bess" by her friends.  She was 
the only girl in a family with 7 boys; Charles Adelbert., Donald F., Ila C., 
Clarence William, James T., Clifton Otto, Lester Earl.  Bess, daughter of 
William Osborne (1850-1925) and Elsie J. (Fulton) (1853-1941) Wilson, was 
born 17 January 1882, Alaiedon Township, Ingham County. Her parents 
were married in 1875 and were among the first congregants in the 1st 
Baptist Church of Okemos.  Mrs. Wilson, born Alaiedon Township, was a 
lifelong resident of Ingham County. 

Bess completed the 8 grades at Okemos School and then transferred to East 
Lansing High School where she graduated with the Class of 1899-1900.  
The same year she graduated saw great loss in the Wilson family.  Bess' 
brother Ila, born 24 January 1881, was stricken and died 14 October of 
typhoid fever.  

Bess never left the family home nor was she ever 
employed.  Her father owned, without mortgage, 
a large farm in Meridian Townships.  Bess 
moved with her parents, about 1915, into East 
Lansing to a home at 127 Durand Street.  Bess 
would live there until 1951.  After her father's 
1925 death, Bess busied herself with the care of 
her mother and was involved in civic and 
community affairs. 

In 1951 
Bess, the full owner of the Durand 
Street house, sold the two-story 
dwelling and property to Merten 
Insurance Agency.  It may have 
been at this time Bess moved to 
Grand Rapids, Kent County.  Her 
residence was listed as Grand 
Rapids in her brother Clarence's 
1957 obituary.  Bess died 3 January 
1968, Grand Rapids and was 
interred with her parents in Mt. 

Lansing State Journal, October 24, 1925 

Lansing State Journal, June 3, 1951 



Hope Cemetery, Lansing.  

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Thursday 4 January 1968 

MARY B. WILSON 

Miss Mary B. Wilson, 85, formerly of 216 Cedar, East Lansing, died 
Wednesday in Grand Rapids. 

A lifelong resident of the Okemos-East 
Lansing area, she was a member of the East 
Lansing Trinity Church, and the Grange. 

Surviving are two brothers, James t. Wilson of 
Kenosha, Wis. and C. Otto Wilson of 
Greenville. 

Services will be Saturday at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Gorsline-Runciman Eat Chapel, East Lansing, 
with burial in Mr. Hope Cemetery.  

 

Lillia M. Johnson was probably the youngest member in the group of 
friends.  She was born 25 January 1883, Meridian Township, daughter of 
Arthur Milton (1846-1888) and Emma Mabel (Smith) (1858 Canada-1932) 
Johnson.  Mr. Johnson was a Civil War veteran having served as a Private 
in E Company, 1st Regiment, Ohio Light Artillery.  After the war and well 
into his 3rd decade of life, Arthur married Miss Emma Smith.  The couple 
had two children, Lillia being the oldest.  Arthur, working as a mechanic, 
was killed in an accident described as a "gas accident" in 1888.  Emma 
applied and was given a death beneficiary pension for her husband's 
military service. 

Lillia's youngest brother, Tracy Monroe Johnson, was described in US 
Federal Census and in a World War I Draft Registration as "physically and 
mentally helpless."  He always lived with his devoted mother. Tracy, born 9 
April 1884, died 10 February 1927 in Lillia's home, Okemos. 

Lillia attended the Okemos school through 8th grade and then went 2 years 
to high school in Lansing.  Lillia, her mother and brother lived in her 
maternal grandparents home and later, when Lillia married, the family was 
lived in the home Lillia's husband provided. 



Lillia married Lloyd Stillman (no middle name) 5 October 1904, Okemos.  
Lloyd was born 24 July 1879 and raised on an area farm.  Over the course of 
his adult employment career Lloyd worked numerous jobs; farming, bench 
worker at Reo Motor Car Company, laborer at odd jobs, janitor Okemos 
Consolidated School and Michigan State University Dairy Department 
employee.  He and Lillia were childless.   

Lillia died in November 1954.  No obituary can be found in Lansing State 
Journal.  Lloyd died 21 November 1958.  They were interred in Glendale 
Cemetery, Okemos.  Lillia parents and brother are also in Glendale 
Cemetery. 

 

Last among the group was Mrs. Kate Smith.  Nothing is known about 
Kate except she was schooled in Okemos, married and probably resided 
within Ingham County.  She may have been the youngest of the group. 

 

A circle of friendship that begun in the 1880's was broken by death when 
Nettie died less than a year after the reunion, 10 May 1952. In quick 
succession came the deaths of Lillia, 1954, Ethel, 1957 and Grace in 1959. 
The last one in the circle was probably Caroline who passed away in 1974, 
age 94. 

 

 

 

 

"There is no friend like an old friend who has shared our morning days, no 
greeting like his welcome, no homage like his praise."  Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Sr. 
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A Circle of Friends

Thirteen Okemos graduates from the 1890’s





By Sherrie Paty Barber, class of 1966





Editor’s note: Inspired by a 1951 newspaper notice of a gathering, Sherrie, links biographies of 3rd generation families to the pioneers of Okemos.   Rod Ellis ‘65
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A Circle of Friends in Okemos, Michigan 1951

 (
Lansing State Journal, Thursday, June 7, 1951
)June 4th, 1951 was sunny with a high of 79 degrees.  It was on this delightful Michigan summer day that 13 old friends gathered in an Okemos home to reminisce, laugh and enjoy their circle of friendship.  It was a time to remember growing up in Meridian and Alaiedon Townships, attending the old two-story Okemos school and life before the dawn of the 20th century.  Within a year the 13 would shrink to 12 and the circle would be broken forever but on that 4th of June the gathering would be a highlight of memories.  So much had taken place in the lives of these 13 women during the last 7 decades.

Okemos was originally called Hamilton Village.  Back in 1839 Freeman Bray, an ancestor to one of the 13 girlfriends, purchased 60 acres of land from the Chippewa Indian tribe for $5.00 per acre.  Later, realizing the need for a school in the village he, in 1850, surveyed out a half-acre of ground in the center of the village and sold it to the local school district for $15.00.  Mr. Bray stipulated in the sale that if the property was not used for school purposes it was to revert back to him or his heirs.  The school house built was a one-room structure.  In 1873, with an increase in local population, a new two-room school building was constructed and furnished for the cost of about $3,400.00.  By 1880 an addition was completed making the building a two-story formation, 30 by 50 feet, and housing 8 grades.  There were 120 students.

While growing up in the Okemos area during the later part of the 19th century, these 13 young women were just a small segment of an ever increasingly changing America, often referred to as the Gilded Age.  Okemos was considered rural and the young friends mostly came out of farm families, several with a father who was a Civil War veteran.  The Grange movement, National Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA), rapid national economic growth, larger farms, improvement in farm equipment, education opportunities all expanded and grew during this period. It was a time of feminist leaders such as Catherine Beecher, Elizabeth Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, who were highly active in promoting the education of woman as teachers. It was by their determined encouragement that doors opened for women into higher education and greater economic independence.

Of the 13 girlfriends, 5 never married. All the friends completed 8 grades at Okemos, several had 2 years of high school education and 3 became college graduates and teachers.  Belle, who never married, was a career woman and worked as an auditor for the State of Michigan.  Nettie, with 2 years of high school education, taught for a season but married and never worked outside the home again. Bess Wilson simply never left home and, with independent means, lived her life as a single.  Many of the girls married into local farm families.  Careers, whether as a wife, mother or as an independent woman, were obviously dictated by the times in which they lived. 

And so it was in the 1880's and 1890's that a group of young women completed the 8 grades at Okemos school.  Friendships were formed, cemented and as the decades passed connections remained.   In 1951 the 13 were in all their 70's and, with a lifetime of experiences behind them, eager to reconnect. 

The oldest in the circle of old friends was Ida W. Phillips.  Ida, daughter of Abner (1847-?) and Catherine "Kate" Toolan (1852-1876) Phillips, was born 15 December 1875, Meridian Township, Ingham County.  Ida's mother died within a year of her birth and was interred St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery, Lansing, Ingham County.  Her father married again in 1877.  Ida was partially raised by her grandparents, John and Esther Phillips.  Grandpa John Phillips was the local shoemaker in Okemos.  Little is known of Ida's childhood other than she grew up in Okemos and also attended Okemos school probably to the 8th grade.  On 28 January 1894 she married Elmurion Sylvester Harrington in Williamston, Ingham County but by 18 August 1896 she was filing for divorce.  The divorce, for desertion, was granted her 6 April 1897, Ingham County.  There were no children.

Ida then married George Lewis Jackson in Ontario Province, Canada 9 April 1897.  George, born 23 August 1868, Ontario Province, and Ida lived in Okemos most of their married life.  Briefly during the 1920's the couple lived in Morley, Mecosta County, Michigan.  George, while living in Morley, was accused of violating state law regulating the offering and sale of securities.

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Friday 12 September 1930

DISMISS CASE AGAINST FORMER LANSING MAN

George L. Jackson, former Lansing man from Morley, Mich., who was held a year ago for violation of the blue-sky law, charged with selling stock in the Jackson Fur Farm, Ind., of which he is president, has been freed.  The case was thrown out of court when it was indicated there was no violation of the law. 

George worked for about 15 years for the Lansing Granite Company.  He died at his home in Okemos 28 July 1931.  Ida died 25 September 1962, Okemos.  The couple was childless.  The Jackson's were interred Mt. Hope Cemetery, Lansing, Ingham County.









Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Tuesday 25 September 1962

MRS. IDA W. JACKSON

Mrs. Ida W. Jackson, 86, of 4645 Okemos rd., Okemos, died Tuesday at the residence.  She was born Dec. 15, 1875, in Okemos and was a lifelong resident of Ingham county except for a few years when she lived in Morley.  Mrs. Jackson was a member of Okemos Rebekah lodge and a member of Okemos Pioneer Ladies society.  She is survived by a cousin, Mrs. Herbert W. Smith of Sarasota, Fla.  Funeral services will be held Thursday at 1 p.m. from the Gorsline-Runciman funeral home.  Burial will be in Mr. Hope cemetery.



Edna Belle "Belle" Kirk, daughter of Henry William (1841-1901) and Estella (Olin) (1857-1943) Kirk, was born 8 July 1876, Ingham County.  Belle, as she was called by her friends, never married.  Her father was a Civil War Union veteran having served as a Private with the Company H, 26th Michigan. After the war he settled in Okemos, married and had a daughter.  Unfortunately, his young wife died.  Henry married Estella Olin and Belle was their first-born child.  Henry had been a farmer in the Okemos (Wheatfield) area before the war. 

Belle attended the Okemos school house as a child.  Her adult employment career started off with dressmaking but by 1910 she was employed in a Lansing bank.  According to the 1920 US Federal Census Ingham County she was stenographer for the State of Michigan, later working as an auditor for the State.  Belle took several years off, living in Florida, to care for her elderly, later ailing, mother who died in 1943, Pinellas County, Florida.  Belle returned to Lansing and resumed her career with the State of Michigan.  She lived at 1409 Sheldon, Lansing for many years.

 (
E. Belle Kirk, Office Supervis
or
, standing 2nd from the right.
) (
Lansing State Journal, March 9, 1935
)Belle died 31 July 1972, Lansing and was interred Glendale Cemetery, Okemos.

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Wednesday 2 August 1972

MISS E. BELLE KIRK

1409 SHELDON

Age 96, died July 31, 1972 at a local nursing home.  Born July 8, 1876 in Ingham County, Miss Kirk had been a lifelong resident of Ingham County except during World War II.  She was a former auditor with the Secretary of State office and active in Republicans Women's Club.  She was a member of the First Church of Christ Scientist of Lansing, and the Mother Church in Boston, Mass.  Surviving are nephews, nieces and cousins.  Funeral services will be held Thursday, 11:30 a.m. at the Gorsline-Runciman Lansing Chapel with Herbert N. Barrett reader of the First Church of Christ Scientist officiating.  Interment Glendale Cemetery.





 (
Lansing State Journal, September 6, 1912
)Emma Christina Niebling, daughter of Jacob Michael (1848 Germany - 1936) and Lizzie (Horning; maiden surname spelling on her death certificate) (1858-1940) Niebling, was born 20 January 1877, Washtenaw County, Michigan.  Emma was a baby when her parents moved to Okemos and she received her first 8 years of education in the 2 story Okemos school.  Emma went on to attend high school in Lansing and to graduate from Michigan State Normal School with a teaching certificate in the 1890's.  

 (
Lansing State Journal, August 18, 1949
)Emma, who never married, taught within Ingham County in and around Okemos and Williamston for 40 plus years. 

She died 8 April 1960, Okemos and was interred Glendale Cemetery, Okemos.





Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Saturday 9 April 1960

EX-TEACHER DIES AT 83

LONGTIME OKEMOS AREA RESIDENT BELIEVED STROKE VICTIM

Miss Emma Niebling, 83, the longest resident of the Okemos-Haslett area, died Friday at her Okemos home.

Miss Neibling, who was an Ingham county school teacher for more than 40 years, lived all but six weeks of her life in Ingham county.  She was born n Washtenaw county.

She was found dead in her bed when neighbors noticed her home was without lights Friday night.  Coroner Dorwin E. Hoffmeyer said she had been dead about 10 hours.  He attributed death to a stoke.

The Okemos-Haslett Kiwanis club honored Miss Niebling during the Okemos Centennial last summer as the resident who had lived in the greatest number of years in the area.

Miss Niebling was a graduate of the Old Ypsilanti State Normal college.  Her teaching assignments included Williamston and Okemos, where she retired 15 years ago.

She was a member of the Okemos Pioneer club and at the time of her death was financial secretary of Okemos Edwina Rebekah Lodge 20.

Rebekah services will be conducted at 1 p.m. Monday at the Gorsline-Runciman funeral home.

She is survived by a brother, William of Okemos and a niece, Mrs. Lucile Edwards of Lexington, Ky.

Burial will be in Glendale cemetery.







A fourth member of the Circle of Friends was Grace Ann Wever, daughter of William Nathan (1853-1907) and Fannie A. (Cogswell) (1859-1883) Wever.  Grace was born 25 August 1879 in Okemos.  Her father was a farmer in Meridian Township.  Grace, at age 3, lost her mother to typhoid fever, March 1883.  Her father married again in 1886 and Grace was raised by step-mother Sarah Elizabeth (Chapin) (1855-1934).

Grace attended the Okemos school house through the 8th grade and then attended, for 2 years, high school in Lansing.  She married 4 October 1898, Lansing, Alfred Austin Williams.  Alfred, born 22 November 1875, owned and operated a farm on Hagadorn Road, Okemos.  The couple had 2 daughters, Fannie and Phebe, both of whom graduated from Okemos High School.  Fannie graduated in 1928 and Phebe in 1934.

Alfred died 21 June 1940.  Grace married widower George Lewis Wood, a retired school teacher, on 7 September 1952, Okemos.  George, born 31 January 1874, died 31 January 1955, Ingham County.  Grace died 31 May 1959, Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan.  Grace and Alfred were interred Glendale Cemetery, Okemos. George was laid to rest with his first wife in Franklin Township Cemetery, Tipton, Lenawee County, Michigan.

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Monday 1 June 1959

MRS. GRACE W. WOOD

Mrs. Grace Williams Wood, 79, of Lake Odessa, died Sunday at a Grand Rapids hospital.  Mrs. Wood was a lifelong resident of Okemos, moving to Lake Odessa two years ago.  Surviving are two daughters, Mrs. Rex Beaumont of Onondaga and Mrs. Howard Tischer of Lake Odessa.  Funeral services will be held at Gorsline-Runciman funeral home at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday.  Rev. Howard Johnson of Okemos Baptist church officiating.  Burial will be in Glendale cemetery, Okemos.  The body will be removed to Gorsline-Runciman funeral home Tuesday forenoon.





Among the 13 friends was Ethel A. Davis, born 12 April 1880, Keene, Cheshire County, New Hampshire.  She was the daughter of George Leonard (1848-1922) and Ida Mary (Davis) Davis.  Her parents were married in the town of Keene in 1875 but by 1880 were living in Ingham County.  Ethel attended all 8 grades at Okemos and then went into Lansing Central High School to complete her high school education.  She was a 1904 graduate of Michigan State Normal School, now Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, Washtenaw County.  Ethel, who never married, began her teaching career in Lansing and became an elementary school principal for 30 years at the Foster Avenue School, Lansing. 

Ethel died 21 June 1957, Lansing and was interred Mt. Hope Cemetery, Lansing.

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Friday 21 June 1957 

FORMER PRINCIPAL DIES HERE FRIDAY

Miss Ethel Davis Teacher Here for 45 Years

Miss Ethel A. Davis, 77, former principal of the Foster ave. school, died early Friday morning in a Lansing hospital.

Miss Davis was connected with the Lansing public schools for 45 years before retirement in 1949.

She first entered the school system in 1904 following her graduation from Michigan State Normal college, Ypsilanti.

Miss Davis was first assigned as a teacher in the Logan st. school, later the Cherry st. school before being assigned as a teacher at Foster ave.

She became principal of the school in 1915 and remained in the post until her retirement.

She was active in the national and Michigan education associations, Michigan Association of Elementary School Principals and held both state and national offices in the American Childhood Education association.

Her body was removed to Estes-Leadley funeral home pending arrangements.





 (
Lansing State Journal, September 6, 1912
) (
Lansing State Journal, August 29, 1919
) (
Lansing State Journal, April 23, 1912
)In the midst of the 13 friends was Caroline Belle Bray, granddaughter of Freeman Bray who settled in "Hamilton," now Okemos, in 1839.  Caroline, daughter of Mahlon Augustus (1851-1916) and Jennie May (Dieckman) (1862-1930) Bray, was born 3 August 1880 in Meridian Township, Ingham County.  The Bray's owned and operated a working farm and Caroline, like her 3 siblings, helped her mother and father with chores and where a hand was needed on the farm.  She attended Okemos school through the 8th grade and then went to Lansing Central High School where she graduated, a year ahead of schedule, in 1898.  Caroline, who never married, was enumerated in the 1900 US Federal Census Ingham County as single, living with her parents and teaching school.



The 1930 US Federal Census enumerated Caroline living on Cedar Street, East Lansing and owning a home valued at $8,000.  No occupation was listed for her in either the 1930 or 1940 census.  Caroline taught High School in the Lansing area well into the 1920's.  The 1940 US Federal Census listed Caroline having 4 years of college education.  She graduated from Michigan State College with a major in Home Economics.  About the time of her mother's death, 1930, she seems to have retired from public school teaching and been a woman of independent means, active in community affairs.

Caroline died 1 December 1974, Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan and was interred Riverside Cemetery, Okemos.



 (
Lansing State Journal, December 11, 1949
)The Incredible Account of Freeman Bray and Joseph Kilbourne, the Michigan Capitol and Okemos.  (Freeman Bray is the Great-grandfather of Caroline Bray)



 (
continued, 
LSJ December 11, 1949
) (
Lansing State Journal, May 20, 1945
)

 (
Lansing State Journal, May 27, 1953
) (
Lansing State Journal, January 8, 1950
)

 (
Lansing State Journal, May 2, 1954
)


Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Thursday 5 December 1974

CAROLINE B. BRAY

FORMERLY OF 139 CEDAR ST.,

EAST LANSING

 (
Lansing State Journal, August 30, 1982
)Miss Bray died Dec. 1, 1974 at Clark Memorial Home, Grand Rapids.  Born Aug. 3, 1880 in Okemos.  She was a lifelong resident of the East Lansing-Okemos area and taught school for 25 years.  She was a member of Peoples Church, the Evening Service Guild, the Pinetum Club and the Senior Citizens Club and was a life member of the East Lansing Women's Club, the Okemos O.E.S. and the Pioneer Club of Okemos.  She is survived by 2 nieces, Mrs. Allan (Jennie Becker) Barron of Wyandotte, Mrs. Neil O,. (Esther) Barrick of Elkhart, Kansas; a nephew, Mahlon B. Hammond of California; 3 grand-nieces and 3 grand-nephews.  Funeral services will be held Sat. at 11 a.m. from the Gorsline-Runciman East Chapel, East Lansing with Rev. Roy. J. Schramm officiating.  Interment Riverside Cemetery, Okemos.

 (
Lansing State Journal, November 2, 1991
)


Dottie D. Allen's father was a Civil War veteran having served as a private in Company B, 23rd Ohio Infantry.  George Wood Allen, in the years after the war, worked as a blacksmith.  He met and married Alice L. Harrington and they raised 4 children together.  George farmed and worked out as a laborer.  Dottie was born 9 November 1880, Livingston County, Michigan.  The family moved into the Alaiedon-Meridian Township area when Dottie was young.  She attended all 8 grades at the Okemos school and also had 2 years of high school, presumably at Lansing Central.

The 1900 US Federal Census Ingham County enumerated Dottie employed as a "servant" for a local farm family named Dennis.  On her marriage license in 1904 Dottie listed "none" as occupation.  She married Walter James Heathman 4 October 1904 Alaiedon Township.  The couple would celebrate 3 children and 61 years together.  

Dottie died 2 February 1965, Mason, Ingham County.  Walter, born 11 May 1878, Iowa, died 13 April 1968, Stockbridge, Ingham County.  They were interred Maple Grove Cemetery, Mason.

Note the misspelling of Dottie's name in her obituary.

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Wednesday 3 February 1965

MRS. HEATHMAN SUCCUMBS AT 84

Mrs. Dollie Heathman, 84, of 2086 Hamilton Road, Okemos, died Tuesday at Mason.

Born in Livingston County, she had been a resident of Okemos and vicinity most of her life.  She was a member of Okemos Community Church and Okemos Lady's Pioneer Club.

Surviving are her husband, Walter; two sons, James of Mason and George of Lansing; one daughter, Mrs. Ruth Hubbard, Okemos; 13 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held Friday at 3 p.m. at the Gorsline-Runciman East Chapel.  Graveside services will be at 2 p.m. at Maple Grove Cemetery, Mason.

The guest of honor at the 4th of June gathering was Ethelyn Honey Smith.  Ethelyn, daughter of John (1845-1929) and Mary (McCurdy) (1862-1959) Honey, was born 17 May 1881, Ingham County.  Ethelyn's father, John Honey, was born in New York State and with family settled on farm land in Alaiedon Township, Ingham County before 1860.  In 1879 John married Mary in Holt, Ingham County. Ethelyn was the first born child. She attended Okemos School completing the 8th grade and then had one year of high school in Lansing.

On 3 May 1908, Okemos, Ethelyn married Ora C. Emery.  Little is known about Ora or the marriage but Ora, born 14 April 1871, died of pulmonary tuberculosis 29 July 1916 in a Wayne County, Michigan sanitarium.  His occupation was listed as engineer. He was interred Pine Ridge Cemetery, Bay County, Michigan.  Ethelyn must have had a divorce.  She, using her maiden name of Honey, married Benjamin Alexis Smith on 29 August 1914, Bay City, Bay County.  Benjamin recorded he was born in Missouri but was a merchant in Williams, Arizona.

 (
Tucson Daily Citizen, December 20, 1945
)Benjamin and Ethelyn were childless but did take in and unofficially adopt nephew, Maurice Edward Smith.  Maurice, born in 1920, was enumerated living with his uncle and aunt in the 1940 US Federal Census Pima County.  Maurice went on to become pilot of a 7th Army Air Force Mitchell bomber during World War II.  He flew combat missions over Gilbert Island, Marshall and Caroline Islands and Japan.  He graduated from Tucson Senior High School in 1939 and after the war married, became a Stanford graduate and a successful lawyer in California.

In 1955 the Smith's moved to California. Ethelyn died 18 April 1966, Fresno County, California.  Benjamin died 15 February 1970, Fresno County.  They were interred Fowler Cemetery, Fresno County.

The Fresno Bee The Republican (Fresno, California) Tuesday 19 April 1966

MRS. ETHELYN SMITH

Fowler - Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday in the Fowler Funeral Chapel for Mrs. Ethelyn Honey Smith of 411 Seventh St., Fowler, who died yesterday in a Fresno hospital.

Burial will be in the Fowler Cemetery.

Mrs. Smith, a native of Michigan, had lived in Fowler 11 years.  She was a member of the Fowler Christian Church and the local Rebekah Lodge.

Surviving are her husband, Benjamin; a son, Maurice Smith, a Fresno attorney; and two grandchildren.




 (
Lansing State Journal, December 22, 1939
)Statira "Statie" Hammond was born 29 October 1881, Alaiedon Township Ingham County, to Upton J. (1848-1923) and Ada (Kinsman) (1854-1942).  Ada was born and raised in Okemos.  Upton, an Alaiedon Township, Ingham County farmer married Ada in 1875, Okemos. Statie was the couple's first born child. 

As a child Statie was a member of Wilkins Memorial Church in Alaiedon Township, which was named after the pioneer Wilkins family.  The church closed around 1920. Statie, probably before her marriage, moved her membership to Okemos Baptist Church, Meridian Township. 

 (
Lansing State Journal, September 4, 1918
)Statie attended Okemos School through the 8th grade.  She married James Bernard True 1 January 1907, Ingham County.  James was a 2nd generation Michigander.  His father, Orville and twin brother, Orrin, were the first white boys born in Rives Township, Jackson County, Michigan.  Orville married in 1858 and bought farm land near Mason where he cut timber, sheared sheep and during the long winters made axe handles.  James was raised on that farm and when he married Statie he continued to farm for a number of years.  James later worked for the Lansing City Engineering Department. 

James and Statie had only one child, a daughter named Alice Maxine, born 5 September 1911.  James died 11 October 1956.  Statie died 25 May 1964.  They were interred Summit Cemetery, Williamston.  





Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Tuesday 26 May 1964

MRS. STATIRA TRUE, WILLIAMSTON, DIES

Mrs. Statira True, 82, 240 Sherwood Road, Williamston, died Monday at a local hospital.  Born in Alaiedon Township, she had been a lifelong resident of Ingham County.  She was a member of Okemos Baptist Church, the Pioneer Club of Okemos and a member of the Home Round-Up Club.  She was the widow of James B. True.

Surviving are one daughter, Mrs. Paul Corbin of Williamston; one granddaughter and two great-grandchildren.

 (
Lansing State Journal, May 28, 1964
)The body is at the Gorsline-Runciman East Chapel, East Lansing.  Burial will be in Summit Cemetery, Williamston.




 (
Lansing State Journal, 
February
 22, 1947
)Another in the friendship circle was Nettie Viola Spross, daughter of Elias (1857-1924) and Louisa (Herre) (1860-1939) Spross.  Nettie was born 14 December 1881, Okemos.  Her father was by trade a mason and the two-story home he built still stands at 1738 Hamilton Road, Okemos.  Nettie's mother, Louisa, was born in Meridian Township and lived all her life in the Okemos locale.  Nettie attended the Okemos school through eighth grade and went on to complete two years of high school in Lansing.  The 1900 US Federal Census Ingham County enumerated Nettie living with her parents but employed as a school teacher.

On 28 October 1903, Meridian Township, Nettie married Philo Rockwell Woodworth, a local farm boy.  Philo was born 16 May 1880, Meridian Township and farmed all his life within the Okemos area.  He and Nettie raised 4 children and celebrated 43 years of marriage before his death at home 21 February 1947.  Nettie, first to break the circle of friends by death, passed away 10 May 1952, Okemos.  Philo and Nettie were interred Glendale Cemetery, Okemos.

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Saturday 10 May 1952

MRS. NETTIE V. WOODWORTH

Mrs. Nettie V. Woodworth, 70, died at her home in Okemos Saturday morning.  She was born in Okemos Dec. 14, 1881 and had been a life-long resident of this community.  Her husband, Philo, preceded her in death in 1947.  She was a member of Okemos No. 267 O.E.S., Sunbeam Hive No. 164 of the Maccabees and the Okemos Ladies Pioneer club.  She is survived by a son, Phillip Woodworth of Cadillac; three daughters, Mrs. O. K. Grettenberger of Okemos, Mrs. Redmond Cotter of Sacramento, Cal., and Mrs. Roland Howes of Mason; four grandchildren, and a brother, Otto Spross of Okemos.  Funeral services will be held at the Gorsline-Runciman funeral home Tuesday at 2:30 p.m.  Interment will be  (
Lansing State Journal, May 19, 1985
)in Glendale cemetery.





























Mary Bess Wilson was called "Bessie" or "Bess" by her friends.  She was the only girl in a family with 7 boys; Charles Adelbert., Donald F., Ila C., Clarence William, James T., Clifton Otto, Lester Earl.  Bess, daughter of William Osborne (1850-1925) and Elsie J. (Fulton) (1853-1941) Wilson, was born 17 January 1882, Alaiedon Township, Ingham County. Her parents were married in 1875 and were among the first congregants in the 1st Baptist Church of Okemos.  Mrs. Wilson, born Alaiedon Township, was a lifelong resident of Ingham County.

 (
Lansing State Journal, October 24, 1925
)Bess completed the 8 grades at Okemos School and then transferred to East Lansing High School where she graduated with the Class of 1899-1900.  The same year she graduated saw great loss in the Wilson family.  Bess' brother Ila, born 24 January 1881, was stricken and died 14 October of typhoid fever. 

Bess never left the family home nor was she ever employed.  Her father owned, without mortgage, a large farm in Meridian Townships.  Bess moved with her parents, about 1915, into East Lansing to a home at 127 Durand Street.  Bess would live there until 1951.  After her father's 1925 death, Bess busied herself with the care of her mother and was involved in civic and community affairs.

 (
Lansing State Journal, 
June 3, 1951
)In 1951 Bess, the full owner of the Durand Street house, sold the two-story dwelling and property to Merten Insurance Agency.  It may have been at this time Bess moved to Grand Rapids, Kent County.  Her residence was listed as Grand Rapids in her brother Clarence's 1957 obituary.  Bess died 3 January 1968, Grand Rapids and was interred with her parents in Mt. Hope Cemetery, Lansing. 

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Thursday 4 January 1968

MARY B. WILSON

Miss Mary B. Wilson, 85, formerly of 216 Cedar, East Lansing, died Wednesday in Grand Rapids.

A lifelong resident of the Okemos-East Lansing area, she was a member of the East Lansing Trinity Church, and the Grange.

Surviving are two brothers, James t. Wilson of Kenosha, Wis. and C. Otto Wilson of Greenville.

Services will be Saturday at 1:30 p.m. in the Gorsline-Runciman Eat Chapel, East Lansing, with burial in Mr. Hope Cemetery. 



Lillia M. Johnson was probably the youngest member in the group of friends.  She was born 25 January 1883, Meridian Township, daughter of Arthur Milton (1846-1888) and Emma Mabel (Smith) (1858 Canada-1932) Johnson.  Mr. Johnson was a Civil War veteran having served as a Private in E Company, 1st Regiment, Ohio Light Artillery.  After the war and well into his 3rd decade of life, Arthur married Miss Emma Smith.  The couple had two children, Lillia being the oldest.  Arthur, working as a mechanic, was killed in an accident described as a "gas accident" in 1888.  Emma applied and was given a death beneficiary pension for her husband's military service.

Lillia's youngest brother, Tracy Monroe Johnson, was described in US Federal Census and in a World War I Draft Registration as "physically and mentally helpless."  He always lived with his devoted mother. Tracy, born 9 April 1884, died 10 February 1927 in Lillia's home, Okemos.

Lillia attended the Okemos school through 8th grade and then went 2 years to high school in Lansing.  Lillia, her mother and brother lived in her maternal grandparents home and later, when Lillia married, the family was lived in the home Lillia's husband provided.

Lillia married Lloyd Stillman (no middle name) 5 October 1904, Okemos.  Lloyd was born 24 July 1879 and raised on an area farm.  Over the course of his adult employment career Lloyd worked numerous jobs; farming, bench worker at Reo Motor Car Company, laborer at odd jobs, janitor Okemos Consolidated School and Michigan State University Dairy Department employee.  He and Lillia were childless.  

Lillia died in November 1954.  No obituary can be found in Lansing State Journal.  Lloyd died 21 November 1958.  They were interred in Glendale Cemetery, Okemos.  Lillia parents and brother are also in Glendale Cemetery.



Last among the group was Mrs. Kate Smith.  Nothing is known about Kate except she was schooled in Okemos, married and probably resided within Ingham County.  She may have been the youngest of the group.



A circle of friendship that begun in the 1880's was broken by death when Nettie died less than a year after the reunion, 10 May 1952. In quick succession came the deaths of Lillia, 1954, Ethel, 1957 and Grace in 1959. The last one in the circle was probably Caroline who passed away in 1974, age 94.









"There is no friend like an old friend who has shared our morning days, no greeting like his welcome, no homage like his praise."  Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.
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