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8 – Kris Weshinskey

Kris Allan Weshinskey
Personal
Kris Weshinskey was born in Arlington Heights, Illinois on March 23, 1972, to Mark
Weshinskey and Mary E. Bissey. Kris played at Okemos High on the JV team his
freshman year and on the Varsity team his sophomore year, after which his father
moved the family to Virginia to take a new job. Weshinskey attended Loudoun Valley
High School in Purcellville (Loudoun County), Virginia, where he was on the Varsity
basketball team during his last two years (1988-90) in high school. On graduating,
Weshinskey returned to the East Lansing area to play basketball for Michigan State
University for four seasons (1990-94) on scholarship.
Okemos High School
1986-87
During his freshman year, Weshinskey (#35) played on the Dan Stolz-coached JV team.

Kris Weshinskey (#35)
The JV team had a nearly perfect season, setting a JV record winning 18 games and
losing only one game.
1987-88
During his sophomore year, Weshinskey played on the Varsity team coached by Stan
Stolz.

1987-88 Varsity Squad (Kris Weshinskey #20)
On December 4, non-league opponent Holt downed Okemos in a 76-73 seasonopening loss. Weshinskey scored 17 points on five field goals (including two 3-pointers)
and 5-6 from the charity stripe (Source).
On December 8, in the season’s first game against a Capital Circuit league opponent,
Okemos beat Howell, 76-33. Weshinskey scored eight points on two field goals and a
perfect 4-4 from the free throw line (Source).
On December 11, Okemos defeated Lansing Catholic Central, 71-49, with
Weshinskey scoring 13 points on five field goals (including a 3-pointer) and 2-5 from the
foul line, raising the Chieftains overall record to 2-1 and 1-0 in the Capital Circuit
(Source).
On December 15, in a non-conference game, Okemos downed Haslett (Source), 73-60,
upping the Chieftain’s record to 3-1 overall and 2-0 in the Capital Circuit. Weshinskey
score 13 points on five field goals including a 3-pointer (Source).
On January 8, Okemos defeated Mason, 79-64, with Weshinskey scoring 18 points on
six fields goals (including one 3-pointer) and 5-5 from the charity stripe (Source).
During the ensuing two-week stretch of five games in the last half of January,
Weshinskey’s name did not appear in the box score. These games were:







On January 15, Okemos beat Charlotte, 87-51 (Source).
On January 19, Okemos crushed Eaton Rapids, 72-51 (Source).
On January 22, Okemos defeated DeWitt, 67-43 (Source).
On January 26, Okemos downed East Lansing, 74-62 (Source).
On January 29, Okemos topped Lake Odessa-Lakewood, 64-59 (Source).

Interviewed by email as to why his name did not appear in the Box Score for those five
games, Weshinskey replied:
If I was missing in action, it was a combination of lower back pain that I originally played
through and then a "Doctor", who shall remain nameless, tried to do an adjustment on my
back less than an hour before tip off. This made my back much worse and forced me to miss
a few games. Also missed a game or two due to a deep thigh bruise I believe (Kris
Weshinskey, personal communication).

On February 2, with Weshinskey back in the starting lineup, Okemos Howell, 72-51, in
a non-league match. Weshinskey scored 15 points, including a 3-pointer, five 2-point
field goals, and 2-2 from the charity stripe (Source).
On February 5, Okemos defeated Lansing Catholic Central, 81-56, with Weshinskey
scoring ten points on two 3-pointers and two 2-point field goals (Source).
On February 12, Okemos downed Mason, 68-59, with Weshinskey scoring eight points
on three field goals and 2-2 on free throws (Source).
On February 16, Okemos defeated non-conference opponent St. Johns, 69-67, for the
Chieftains 13th straight win (13-1) and an honorable mention in the Associated Press
Class A poll. Weshinskey scored 10 points on three field goals and 2-2 on free throws
(Source).
On February 19, Okemos downed Charlotte, 91-60. Weshinskey scored 23 points on
nine field goals (including three 3-pointers) and 2-3 from the charity stripe (Source).
On February 26, Okemos downed Eaton Rapids, 83-51, with Weshinskey scoring 14
points on six field goals including two 3-pointers (Source).

On March 1, Okemos rolled over DeWitt, 88-45. Weshinskey chipped in 17 points on
seven field goals including three 3-pointers (Source).

On March 4, Okemos head coach Stan Stolz notched his 400th victory in 27 seasons of
coaching and 354th win in 20 seasons as the Chieftains rolled past Lake OdessaLakewood, 98-68. The victory wrapped up Okemos’ second straight unbeaten season
in the Capital Circuit and extending the Chieftains’ league-winning streak to 29.
Weshinskey scored 15 points on six field goals including a 3-pointer (Source).
On March 8, the Chieftains 18-game winning streak came to a screeching halt as
Jackson topped Okemos, 72-60, in Class A Tournament action. Weshinskey scored 12
points on five field goals and 2-2 from the foul line (Source).
The Chieftains seasons ended with an17-2 overall record, with a 17-game winning
streak between a season-opening loss to Holt and a season-ending loss to Jackson.

Loudoun Valley High School (Class of ’89)
1988-89

Kris Weshinskey (Junior Photo)

1989 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook

1988-1989 LVHS Varsity Squad (#12 Kris Weshinskey)
In early March 1989, with the Loudoun Valley Vikings having won the District
championship and about to compete in Virginia’s Group AA regional basketball
competition, one newspaper noted Weshinskey’s prowess with the three-point shot:

Unfortunately, in the first game of that regional tournament, Harrisonburg beat the
Vikings, 58-48.

Weshinskey Scores (1989 Yearbook)

Laurels
At the end of the season, Kris was named to the Associated Press Virginia All Group AA
second team (Source).
1989-1990

Kris Weshinskey (Senior Photo)

1989-1990 LVHS Varsity Squad (#12 Kris Weshinskey)

1990 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook

1990 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook

1990 Loudoun Valley High School Yearbook

Laurels

LVHS Viking to Michigan State Spartan
During the 1989-90 season Weshinskey’s coach (Scott Douglas) gave Kris a list of 20
potential colleges to consider as potential schools to play basketball at the university
level. Douglas said that he’d write a letter to each school’s head coach to introduce Kris
and provide information about the basketball camps Kris would attend during the
summer of 1989. One of those letters landed on the desk of Michigan State University
Head Coach Jud Heathcote. MSU gave Kris a look over the summer and this led to the
following early 1990 Washington Post article.

On April 10, 1990, the Lansing State Journal reported that Kris Weshinskey of
Purcellville, Virginia (and formerly of Okemos High) would join the Michigan State
University Spartans (Season).

On October 5, 1990, Jack Ebling’s feature article on Kris Weshinskey appeared in the
Lansing State Journal.

On March 27, Kris Weshinskey and the U.S. All-Stars team competed against the
Capital All-Stars in the 17th annual McDonald’s Capital Classic held at the Capital
Centre in Landover, Maryland.

Michigan State University
Over the four seasons as a Spartan, Weshinskey (6’3) played “swingman” – at time
playing small forward and other times as guard (or both positions during the same
game).
1990-91
During his first season playing for the Spartans, Weshinskey was in the company of
great basketball talent (see team roster below), including future NBA players such as
Steve Smith (who led the team in scoring with 25.2 points per game) and fellow
freshman Shawn Respert.

Source: 1991 Red Cedar Log Yearbook

Preseason Exhibition
On November 3, the Spartans played their Green and White Scrimmage, with the
White beating the Green, 82-65, and Weshinskey scoring 21 points.

On November 12, the #4-ranked Spartans lost to Athletes in Action (AIA), 94-91, in an
exhibition game. Playing only three minutes, Weshinskey “drilled a 3 for MSU to cut [the
AIA lead] to a point for MSU with 0:5 showing” (Source).
Non-Conference
On November 23, the Spartans defeated Furman, 78-73. Playing eleven minutes,
Weshinskey had two rebounds and two points shooting 1-5 from the field including 0-1
on a 3-point attempt (Source).
On November 28, Nebraska upset the Spartans, 71-69. Weshinskey’s name does not
appear in the box score (Source).
On December 1, Bowling Green State topped MSU, 98-85. Playing nine minutes,
Weshinskey had one rebound, two assists, and eight points shooting 3-4 from the field
(including 1-2 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 on free throws (Source).
After two consecutive losses, Coach Heathcote looked to make a change in the starting
lineup (see box below).

On December 8, MSU downed the University of Detroit, 83-61. Weshinskey played 21
minutes, had two rebounds, three assists, and nine points shooting 3-6 on 3-point
attempts (Source).
On December 13, the Spartans downed Cincinnati, 65-63. While Weshinskey did not
score, he had four rebounds (Source).
On December 15, MSU lost to No. 1-ranked UNLV, 95-75. “Spartan forward Dwayne
Stephens replaced guard Kris Weshinskey in the starting lineup, specifically to give
MSU a big body to work against [UNLV’s 6’7” Larry] Johnson” who still scored 35 points
and grabbed 14 rebounds (Source). Playing seven minute, Weshinskey had an assist
and four points shooting 2-4 from the field (missing his one 3-point attempt (Source).

On December 18, MSU downed Evansville, 81-76. Returning to the starting lineup,
Weshinskey played 28 minutes, had two assists, and scored seven points on 2-4 from
the field (including 0-1 on a 3-point attempt) and 3-3 from the charity stripe (Source).

On December 20, the Spartans topped Central Michigan, with Weshinskey playing
eight minutes but not recording any stats in the box score (Source).
On December 28, the Spartans defeated George Mason, 97-72. Weshinskey, playing
17 minutes, had three rebounds, two assists, and nine points on 3-7 from the field and
3-4 from the foul line (Source).

On December 29, the Spartans downed Louisiana Tech, 77-62. Weshinskey played
two minutes and scored two points on one field goal attempt (Source).
Big Ten Conference

On January 3, the Spartans downed Michigan, 85-70. Weshinskey played only two
minutes, was 0-2 on field goal attempts, and hauled in one rebound (Source).

On January 5, Iowa defeated the Spartans, 79-66. Playing 16 minutes, Weshinskey had
two rebounds, an assist, and 11 points shooting 5-9 from the field (including 1-3 on 3point attempts) (Source).
On January 10, the Spartans beat Wisconsin, 65-50. Weshinskey played only six
minutes and was 0-1 on field goal attempts (Source).
On January 12, the Spartans topped Northwestern, 66-59. While in the game for only
one minute, Weshinskey had no stats except for a foul (Source).
On January 17, MSU downed Illinois, 71-68. Playing only two minutes, Weshinskey
managed one notch in the stat book –a foul (Source).
On January 8, going into the January 10 game with Wisconsin, Lansing State Journal
sports writer provided the following commentary on Weshinskey:

On January 19, the Spartans defeated Minnesota, 73-64, without the services of
Weshinskey whose name is not listed in the box score (Source).

On January 23, the Spartans lost to Purdue, 62-51. Weshinskey played four minutes
but was scoreless on a 0-1 three-point attempt (Source).
On January 26, the Spartans fell to Indiana, 97-63. Playing 11 minutes, Weshinskey
had four rebounds, two assists, and two points shooting 1-3 from the field (Source).
On January 31, MSU downed Ohio State, 75-61. Playing 13 minutes, Weshinskey had
a rebound, an assist and four points on a three-pointer (his only shot attempt) and 1-2
from the free throw line (Source).
On February 7, the Spartans fell to Iowa, 71-67. Playing nine minutes, Weshinskey had
a rebound and two points (1-4 field goal attempts including 0-2 on three-point attempts)
(Source).
On February 9, Wisconsin defeated MSU, 84-78, in double overtime. Playing 13
minutes, Weshinskey scored three points on 3-3 shooting plus grabbed two rebounds
(Source).

On February 14, the Spartans edged out Northwestern, 55-53. Playing 15 minutes,
Weshinskey had a rebound and scored four points on a three-pointer (missing his other
three field goal attempts) and 1-2 at the charity stripe (Source).
On February 16, the Spartans defeated Illinois, 62-58. Weshinskey, playing ten
minutes, grabbed one rebound and scored two points shooting 1-1 from the field
(Source).
On February 23, the Spartans downed Purdue, 75-58. While getting only two minutes
of playing time, Weshinskey was 2-2 from the free throw line (Source).
On February 25, the Spartans topped Minnesota, 74-72. Weshinskey grabbed one
rebound during four minutes on the floor and did not attempt any shot attempts
(Source).
On February 28, the Spartans again fell to Indiana, 62-56. Weshinskey grabbed one
rebound during two minutes of playing time (Source).
On March 3, #2-ranked Ohio State downed MSU, 65-64, though Weshinskey’s name
does not appear in the box score (Source).
On March 9, the Spartans again defeated Michigan, 66-59, but Weshinskey had only
one minute of playing time and only notched a foul in the stat book (Source).
NCAA Tournament
MSU received an at-large bid as a No. 5 seed for the NCAA Tournament.
On March 15, in a First Round game, the Spartans beat Wisconsin-Green Bay, 60-58
on Steve Smith’s buzzer beater, with Weshinskey getting one minute on the floor
(Source).
On March 17, MSU fell in double overtime, 85-84, to No. 10 Utah in a Second Round
game, though Weshinskey got two minutes of playing time (Source).
The Spartans finished the season with an overall 19–11 record and an 11–7 record in
the Big Ten (finishing in third place). During his first year playing as a Spartan,
Weshinskey averaged 2.5 points per game.
In a March 24 Lansing State Journal “Looking Ahead” (to next season) article, sports
writer Jack Ebling provided an assessment: “Kris Weshinskey, 6-3 sophomore guard: A
combination guard without a glaring weakness, but with work to do in all areas to
convince his coaches he’s the answer” (Source).

1991-92
During his sophomore season, and in the next two seasons, Weshinskey would
challenge freshmen Shawn Respert and Eric Snow for playing time at the guard position

Source: 1992 Red Cedar Log Yearbook

Summer Exhibition
During June of 1991, the Spartans basketball team traveled to Australia for the
Australian Basketball Tour, playing eight games in nine days. Against various Australian
teams, the Spartans won three games and the Australians five. Below Some press
clippings on the tour are presented below.
On June 11, the Lansing State Journal reported:

On June 13, the Lansing State Journal reported:

On June 18, the Lansing State Journal reported:

Preseason Exhibition
On November 16, MSU downed the Cuban National team, 103-65, with Weshinskey
scoring 14 points (Source).
On November 20, the Spartans defeated Athletes In Action, 92-71. Playing 15
minutes, Weshinskey grabbed two rebounds and scored three points on 1-4 shooting
(1-2 on three-point attempts) (Source).
Non-Conference
On November 25, the Spartans beat Lamar, 81-68, in the Maui Invitational quarterfinals.
Playing 18 minutes, Weshinskey had four rebounds, three assists, and 13 points
(including one three-pointer) on 5-6 field goal attempts and 2-2 from the foul line
(Source).
On November 26, MSU topped Rice, 75-67, in the Maui Invitational semifinals. Playing
24 minutes, Weshinskey grabbed a rebound, had one assist, and scored eight points on
3-13 shooting and 2-2 from the free throw line (Source).
On November 27, MSU beat Arkansas, 86-71, in the Maui Invitational championship.
Playing 15 minutes, Weshinskey had a rebound, an assist, and eight points on 4-5 field
goal attempts (Source).
On December 4, MSU beat Nebraska, 101-78. Playing 27 minutes, Weshinskey had
two rebounds, seven assists, and seven points on 3-5 shooting from the field including
1-1 on 3-point attempts (Source).
On December 7, MSU downed Dayton, 83-74. Playing 13 minutes, Weshinskey had
one rebound, one assist, and four points (4-4 on free throws) but went 0-4 on field goal
attempts including 0-2 on 3-point attempts (Source).
On December 14, MSU defeated Detroit Mercy, 91-75, though Weshinskey did not
play due to mononucleosis (Source).

On December 17, MSU downed University of Illinois-Chicago, 75-51; Weshinskey
continued on the injured list with mononucleosis (Source).
On December 21, MSU edged Cincinnati, 90-89, with Weshinskey back in the lineup,
playing 18 minutes, grabbing one rebound, dishing one assist, and scoring five points
on a 3-pointer (1-3) and a 2-pointer (1-1) (Source).

The excerpt below from Bob Huggins’ Pressed for Success (1995) recounts how the
Spartans pulled off that early in the season win over Cincinnati – and Weshinskey’s
highlight contribution to that victory:

Highlight from a MSU - University of Cincinnati Game (December 21, 1991)
Source: Bob Huggins’ Pressed for Success (1995)
On December 27, MSU topped Austin Peay, 82-71, in the Oldsmobile Spartan Classic
semifinals. In seven minutes on the court, Weshinskey had four rebounds, four assists,
and five points on 2-3 from the field (0-1 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line
(Source).
On December 28, MSU defeated Stanford, 72-62, in the Oldsmobile Spartan Classic
championship. Playing 15 minutes, Weshinskey had two assists and 11 points shooting
4-6 from the field, including 1-4 on 3-point four attempts (Source).
Big Ten Conference
On January 7, No. 9-ranked Ohio State defeated the Spartans, 62-46. Playing 16
minutes, Weshinskey had two assists but was 0-4 on field goal attempts (Source).
Looking back on the game, Weshinskey said: “This is a wake-up call” (Source).

On January 11, the Spartans squeaked by Illinois, 77-75. Weshinskey, playing ten
minutes, had a rebound and two points on 1-5 field goal attempts (Source). Chicago
Tribune writer Paul Sullivan documented the Spartans victory in the article appearing on
the following page.

On January 15, the Spartans defeated Northwestern, 78-61. Playing 18 minutes,
Weshinskey had two rebounds, an assist, and six points on 3-6 from the field and 0-2
from the free throw line (Source).
On January 18, the Spartans downed Minnesota, 86-70. Playing 8 minutes,
Weshinskey scored six points on 2-3 shooting from the field (including one 3-pointer)
and 1-2 on free throws (Source).
Going into the January 22 game against Purdue, the Spartans had beaten the
Boilermakers only once in their previous six visits to Mackey Arena, an even bigger
challenge this time since senior forward Matt Steigenga was out for the first time in four
seasons and 112 games. But the Spartans rose to the challenge, edging the
Boilermakers, 66-61.
Playing 15 minutes, Weshinskey had three assists and seven points, including two 3pointers on 2-4 shooting from the field and 1-2 on free throws (Source). Lansing State
Journal sports writer Jack Ebling recounted these Weshinskey highlights:

Purdue freshman guard Matt Waddell, near the game’s end, was driving into the lane
and

On January 29, the Spartans fell in overtime to No. 15-ranked Michigan, 89-79. Playing
11 minutes, Weshinskey had two assists and scored seven points on 3-4 shooting from
the field and 1-2 from the foul line (Source).
On February 1, the Spartans topped 4th-ranked Indiana, 72-64. Weshinskey played 15
minutes, had two rebounds, made one assist, and scored two points on 1-5 shooting
from the field, two of which were 3-point attempts (Source).
On February 6, Iowa defeated the Spartans, 77-63. Playing 21 minutes, Weshinskey
had a rebound, three assists, and four points on 1-6 shooting from the field (one 3pointer (on three attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line (Source).
On February 8, the Spartans defeated Wisconsin, 79-64. Playing 17 minutes,
Weshinskey had a rebound, an assist, and four points on 2-4 shooting from the field
(Source).
On February 12, MSU topped Wisconsin, 76-61. Playing 32 minutes (with starting
guard Shawn Respert ill on the bench), Weshinskey notched a rebound, an assist, and
a career-high 14 points on two 3-pointers (2-5), 5-10 from the field, and 2-4 from the foul
line (Source).

Next up an opportunity to revenge the overtime loss to Michigan earlier in the season.
Going into the game, Weshinskey commented:

On February 15, the Spartans beat No. 17 Michigan, 70-59. While Weshinskey played
ten minutes, his shooting was cold (0-5 from the field including a 3-point attempt) but he
grabbed a rebound (Source).
On February 19, No. 7-ranked Indiana defeated MSU, 103-73. Weshinskey played 20
minutes, grabbed six rebounds, and scored 11 points (3-3 on 3-pointers and 4-7 overall)
(Source).

On February 22, MSU edged Purdue, 70-68. Playing 22 minutes, Weshinskey had an
assist, two rebounds, and five points on a field goal (1-4) and 3-4 from the foul line
(Source). With ten seconds remaining, it was Weshinskey’s free throw that upped the
Spartans lead to 70-68 winning margin.
On February 29, No. 8 Ohio State downed the Spartans, 78-65. Playing 22 minutes,
Weshinskey had a rebound, two assists, and four points shooting 2-6 from the field
(Source).

On March 5, the Spartans defeated Northwestern, 72-55. In the starting lineup for the
first time, Weshinskey scored 10 points on a 3-pointer, three 2-pointers, and 1-2 from
the foul line (Source).

On March 7, Illinois defeated the Spartans, 80-71. Playing for 28 minutes, Weshinskey
had a rebound, an assist, and scored ten points on 4-9 shooting (including 1-4 on 3point attempts) and 1-3 from the free throw line (Source).

On March 11, MSU notched its 20th win of the season, topping Minnesota, 66-57.
Playing 14 minutes, Weshinskey had an assist and seven points, shooting 3-5 from the
field, including 1-1 on his only 3-point attempt (Source).
On March 15, the Spartans defeated Iowa, 64-53. Playing 20 minutes, Weshinskey had
a rebound, an assist, and seven points shooting 3-6 from the field and 1-1 from the foul
line (Source).

NCAA Tournament
Receiving an at-large bid as a No. 5 seed in the Midwest Region of the NCAA
Tournament, MSU’s 3rd consecutive trip to the Tournament, the Spartans beat Missouri
State, 61-54, on March 20 in the First Round of the Midwest Regional. Playing 26
minutes, Weshinskey had three rebounds, an assist, and nine points on 4-9 shooting
from the field (0-2 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 on free throws (Source).

On March 22, No. 12 Cincinnati defeated the Spartans, 77-65, in the Second Round of
the Midwest Regional. Playing 17 minutes, Weshinskey had two rebounds, one assist,
and a 3-pointer on overall 1-5 shooting (1-3 on 3-point attempts) (Source).
The Spartans finished the season with a 22-8 record and finished in third place in the
Big Ten with an 11–7 record, with Weshinskey upping his average points per game from
2.5 as a freshman to 6.4 as a sophomore.

At the end of the 1991-92 academic year, Michigan State’s Red Cedar Log year-book
featured an article on which Weshinskey had decided to attend MSU and play
basketball for the Spartans.

Source: 1992 Michigan State University Red Cedar Log Yearbook

Weshinskey (left) backs Coach Heathcote pleading for a call
Source: 1992 Michigan State University Red Cedar Log Yearbook

1992-93

Pre-Season Exhibition
On November 7’s Green-White game, the White team (with Weshinskey) defeated the
Green team, 103-92. Playing 33 minutes, Weshinskey had five rebounds, four assists,
and 13 points on 5-13 shooting from the field, including 3-4 on 3-point attempts
(Source).
Looking to where Weshinskey might fit in the rotation during the regular season,
Lansing State Journal ‘s Jack Ebling wrote:

On November 18, the Spartans played the Russian Nationals, the outcome of which
was heralded by the below headline. Playing 23 minutes, Weshinskey had two
rebounds, four assists, and 18 points on 6-9 shooting from the field including 3-3 on 3point attempts (Source).

On November 20, the Spartans downed Athletes In Action, 99-75. Playing 28 minutes,
Weshinskey had six rebounds, three assists, and 14 points on 5-9 from the field (2-6 on
the 3-point attempts) and 2-2 on free throws (Source).
Non-Conference
On December 1, the Spartans downed Morehead State, 121-53. Playing 24 minutes,
Weshinskey had four rebounds and nine points on 4-10 shooting from the field including
1-3 on three 3-point attempts (Source).
On December 5, No 12-ranked Louisville defeated the Spartans, 73-69. Weshinskey
played only ten minutes until a severely strained ankle sent him to the bench before
which he had scored six points (two 3-pointer on 2 attempts) on 2-3 from the field
(Source).

On December 11, the Spartans topped Stetson, 78-59, in the Los Angeles Classic
semifinals. Weshinskey did not play due to an ankle sprain.
On December 12, the Spartans edged Loyola Marymount, 73-70, to win the Los
Angeles Classic championship. Back in action, Weshinskey gave the Spartans their first
lead at 31-28 with 4:04 left in the half on a 3-pointer from the right corner. For the game
he had seven points on 2-10 shooting from the field (including a 3-pointer on six
attempts) and making 2-3 free throw attempts (Source).

On December 15, the Spartans defeated University of Illinois-Chicago, 79-75.
Playing 35 minutes, Weshinskey hauled in two rebounds, made two assists, and
scored13 points on 4-8 shooting from the field including a 3-pointer (1-1) and 4-7 on
free throws (Source).

On December 19, MSU downed Dayton, 65-60. Playing 31 minutes. Weshinskey had
five rebounds, two assists, and six points on 2-9 from the field (including a 3-pointer on
five attempts) and 1-2 on free throws (Source).
On December 29, the Spartans defeated New Hampshire, 81-51, in the Oldsmobile
Spartan Classic semifinals. Playing 23 minutes, in spite of having turned an ankle in
practice during the week, Weshinskey had five rebounds, an assist, and seven points
on 3-4 shooting from the field including 1-2 on 3-pointer attempts (Source).
On December 30, MSU topped Washington State, 77-61, in the championship game of
the Oldsmobile Spartan Classic. Playing 35 minutes, more than any other Spartan,
Weshinskey had four rebounds, an assist, and eight points on 1-3 shooting from the
field (all 3-point attempts) and 5-6 from the foul line (Source).
On January 2, the Spartans beat East Tennessee State, 80-69. Playing 34 minutes,
Weshinskey had two assists and eight points on 4-11 shooting from the field, three of
the misses being on 3-point attempts (Source).
Big Ten Conference
On January 6, Minnesota downed MSU, 64-57. Before fouling out, Weshinskey played
21 minutes, had a rebound, an assist, and four points on 2-5 shooting from the field but
0-1 on 3-point attempts (Source).
On January 9, Illinois defeated the Spartans, 52-39. Playing 31 minutes, Weshinskey
had four rebounds, three assists, and eight points shooting 4-1 from the field (0-1 on 3point attempts) (Source).

On January 13, the Spartans defeated No. 21 Ohio State, 77-60. Playing 38 minutes,
more than any other Spartan, Weshinskey had three rebounds, three assists, and 21
points (just a point less than Shawn Respert’s game-leading 22 points), including a 3pointer on three attempts. Kris shot 9-14 from the field and 2-3 from the foul line
(Source).

On January 15, the Spartans downed Northwestern, 80-75. Playing 35 minutes,
Weshinskey had two rebounds, two assists, and 15 points, shooting 6-11 from the field,
including 3-4 three-point attempts (Source).
On January 23, Wisconsin topped MSU, 67-66. Playing 35 minutes, more than any
other Spartan, Weshinskey had one rebound, two assists, and eight points on 3-9
shooting from the field (including a 3-pointer on five attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line
(Source).
On January 28, No. 11-ranked Iowa defeated MSU, 96-90, in overtime. Weshinskey,
playing 37 minutes, had three rebounds, three assists, and 19 points on 8-13 from the
field (including 2-8 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line (Source).
On January 30, No. 24 Purdue downed the Spartans, 72-64. Playing 36 minutes, the
most of any Spartan, Weshinskey had seven rebounds, three assists, and seven points
on 2-3 shooting from the field (including 1-1 on 3-point attempts) and 2-2 from the fowl
line (Source).

On February 2, No. 7 Michigan defeated the Spartans, 73-69. Playing 36 minutes,
Weshinskey had one rebound and 15 points, shooting 6-14 from the field (including 310 on 3-point attempts) before fouling out (Source). Below (left) Weshinskey scores the
Spartans second basket to tie the score at 4-4 early in the game.

On February 6, MSU defeated Minnesota, 75-63. Over 30 minutes, Weshinskey had
four rebounds, three assists, and nine points on 3-7 shooting from the field (including
two out of three 3-point attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line (Source).
On February 10, Illinois downed the Spartans, 83-80. Playing 38 minutes, more than
any other Spartan, Weshinskey had seven rebounds, four assists, and 16 points on 614 shooting from the field (including 3-9 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 from the foul line
(Source).
On February 13, MSU beat Ohio State, 81-66. Weshinskey, playing 36 minutes (more
than any other Spartan), had a career-high ten rebounds, equaled his career high in
assists with seven, and scored five points on 1-4 shooting from the field (1-3 on 3-point
attempts) and 2-2 from the foul line (Source).
On February 17, the Spartans downed Northwestern, 81-55. In 21 minutes,
Weshinskey had two rebounds, two assists, and 15 points shooting 5-9 from the field
(including a career high four 3-pointers on five attempts), and 1-2 from the foul line
(Source). Weshinskey helped Michigan State to get off to a quick start in the game.

On February 24, Wisconsin narrowly defeated the Spartans, 65-62. Playing for 38
minutes, Weshinskey had a rebound, three assists, and 11 points on 3-13 shooting
(including 2-7 on three point attempts) and 3-4 from the foul line (Source).
On February 26, Lansing State Journal ‘s Jack Ebling called on MSU’s Kris Weshinskey
to ‘polish…up his act” and “become more consistent (Source).

“Humor, Even When Nothing Is Funny”
Jud Heathcote, in Jud A Magical Journey,
mentions his players’ propensity to come up
a joke on him.
“And I’ve also been able to interject some
humor at practice, which maybe lessens the
tension of the way I coach. If I didn’t do that,
it would be a lot harder for the players.
They know they can come up with a joke.
Kris Weshinskey the great imitator, would
show everyone the way I walked.”
Jud Heathcote with Jack Ebling
Jud A Magical Journey (1995: p. 152)

On February 27, No. 18 Iowa squeaked by the Spartans, 66-64. Weshinskey, playing
for 34 minutes, had eight rebounds, three assists, and 12 points on 5-13 shooting from
the field including 2-5 on 3-point attempts (Source).
On March 3, Purdue defeated MSU, 61-58.
Playing 29 minutes, Weshinskey had three
rebounds, two assists, and five points on 1-8
shooting from the field, netting only one 3-pointer
on six attempts. With less than 18 seconds
remaining, the Spartans had a chance to tie the
game but shots by Weshinskey and Stephens
missed the mark (Source).
On March 7, Michigan topped the Spartans, 87-81, in overtime. Playing 32 minutes,
Weshinskey had two rebounds, one assist, and 16 points shooting 5-12 from the field
(including two 3-pointers on three attempts) and 4-4 on free throws, before fouling out
(Source).
On March 10, Indiana crushed the Spartans, 99-68. Playing 25 minutes, Weshinskey
had two rebounds, six assists, and 13 points shooting 5-11 from the field and 2-2 on
free throws (Source).
On March 13, the Spartans defeated Penn State, 70-63, in a non-conference game.
Playing for 25 minutes, Weshinskey had five rebounds, three assists, and six points on
3-7 shooting from the field, missing his only 3-point attempt (Source).
National Invitation Tournament (NIT)
The Spartans finished the season with a 15–13 record and an eighth place finish (7-11)
in the Big Ten. The team’s poor showing in the Big Ten failed to attract an invitation to
the NCAA Tournament, only an at-large bid to the National Invitation Tournament.
On March 17, at Norman, Oklahoma narrowly defeated MSU, 88-86, in the First Round
of the National Invitational Tournament (NIT). Weshinskey, playing 33 minutes, had one
rebound, four assists, and 12 points from the field, shooting 6-13, 0-5 on 3-point
attempts (Source).

Lansing State Journal’s Jack Ebling pointed a number of fingers (at both players and
coaches) for the Spartans disappointing season, noting that “the wrong player, junior
forward Kris Weshinskey, had the ball in too many must-score situations and failed to
deliver” (Source).

Despite critiques Weshinskey continued during his junior season to improve his stats,
upping his average points per game from 6.4 (during the ’91-’92 season) to 10.4 (during
the ’92-’93 season),while averaging 2.4 assists per game and 3.4 rebounds per game –
and apparently his height at 6’3” as listed in the previous season had grown to 6’4”
during the ’92-’93 season).
1993-94
On the eve of the 1993-94 Spartans season, the MSU Alumni Association’s Alumni
Magazine published an article titled “MSU CAGERS MIGHT SURPRISE” that is
reproduced below:
MSU CAGERS MIGHT SURPRISE

Jud hopes this year's team will surprise the experts and enjoy an outstanding
season.
Most pre-season experts rank MSU's 1993-94 basketball team around 8th in the
Big Ten. But some of the same "experts" picked Michigan to dominate in football.
"In spite of where we're picked, we'll be a good basketball team," says Jud
Heathcote, who enters his 18th season as head coach. "However, last year I
honestly thought we had a good team and we couldn't beat anyone."
He adds promptly, "Our goal is to end up in the first division of the Big Ten and to
get an NCAA bid."
Whether that's a realistic goal, considering that the Big Ten has now established
itself as the nation's premier basketball conference, remains to be seen. Fueling
the optimism of Heathcote and associate head coach Tom Izzo is the overall
improvement of the players.

"Every year you hope that two or three improve," explains Jud. "Usually, some
stay the same and some regress. But this year every one of our players has
improved over the summer."
MSU's clear "marquee" is junior guard Shawn Respert, who shocked the
basketball world when he led the U.S. to the gold medal at the World University
Games. The team's second leading scorer, he shot 54.2 percent from three-point
range; in the final game against Canada, he scored 16 points as the U.S. came
back from a 19-point deficit. He made several key free throws near game's end to
seal the U.S. victory.
"No one expected Shawn to make the cut, much less start," says Jud. "He ended
beating out guys like (Kentucky's) Travis Ford and (1993 NCAA Finals MVP
Donald) Williams from North Carolina."
Sophomore forward Quinton Brooks, who played on two touring teams, and
junior guard Eric Snow, were the two most improved players. "Snow worked very
hard on his shooting and also on his conditioning," says associate head coach
Tom Izzo. "His hard work will pay off, you watch."
Brooks won gold for the North team at the Olympic Festival in San Antonio, TX.
He scored 29 points in three games (8 in the final), grabbed 4.5 rebounds a
game, and shot 55 percent from the field. He also traveled with a select Big Ten
team in Europe.
The center post vacated by behemoth Mike Peplowski, now with the Sacramento
Kings, will likely be filled by trimmer, fitter Anthony "Pig" Miller, who weighed in
nearly 30 pounds lighter than last year.
Contending for the other forward position will be a slew of talented players,
including sophomores Daimon Beathea and Jamie Feick, redshirt freshman
Steve Polonowski, and true freshman Jon Garavaglia. Senior Kris Weshinskey,
who started last year, will start again should MSU go with a three-guard offense.
Otherwise he, David Hart, Steve Nicodemus and walk-on transfer Mark Prylow
will back up the Snow-Respert tandem.
"We'll run more, press more and play more people," predicts Izzo, the postHeathcote coach-designate. "Top to bottom, the Big Ten is the strongest league
in the country. You won't find much difference between the 2nd-, 3rd- and 9thplace teams."

Going into the 1993-94 season, Lansing State Journal sports writer Jack Ebling ranked
Michigan State’s returning guard combination of Shawn Respert, Eric Snow, and Kris
Weshinskey as the second best backcourt in the Big Ten (Source).

Getting more playing time during his first two seasons as a Spartan was a big challenge
as Weshinskey competed in practice against seasoned teammates, the first of whom in
Kris’ freshman season was senior Steve Smith who went on to become a star in the
NBA. Other key players vying for playing time during Kris’ first two seasons were: Mark
Montgomery (a future Spartan assistant coach); big men Mike Peplowski and Matt
Steigenga; Shawn Respert (#1 guard by his junior season), one of the Spartans’
greatest scorers and later a star in the NBA; and Eric Snow who became one of the
Spartans’ star guards and later played in the NBA. By Weshinskey’s senior year, the
guard rotation included Respert, Weshinskey, and Snow.
On November 5, a day before the Spartans annual Green-White scrimmage, the
students of Okemos High School sponsored an advocacy event against drugs and
drinking in the high school—and invited MSU basketball senior captain Kris Weshinskey
as the “surprise guest” (Source).

#3 Kris Weshinskey has Coach Heathcote as his right hand man!
Source: 1994 Red Cedar Log Yearbook
Pre-Season Exhibition
On November 6, the Spartans held the Green-White scrimmage game, with the Greens
topping the Whites, 94-88. Playing for the Greens, Weshinskey had five rebounds, five
assists, and led the Whites with 22 points shooting 8-12 from the field (including 2-2 on
3-point attempts) and 4-4 on free throws (Source).

On November 17, the Spartans beat Croatia Zrinjevac, 86-74. Playing 20 minutes,
Weshinskey (coming off the bench) had five rebounds, two assists, and eight points on
3-7 shooting from the field including 2-5 on 3-point attempts (Source).
On November 22, the Spartans defeated Athletes In Action (AIA), 80-67. Playing 30
minutes, Weshinskey had three rebounds and two assists, and scored nine points on 39 shooting from the field (0-3 on 3-point attempts) and 3-4 from the charity stripe
(Source).
Non-Conference
On November 26, the Spartans defeated Pacific, 83-64, in the opening round of the
San Juan Shootout in Puerto Rico. Playing 20 minutes, Weshinskey had four rebounds,
four assists, and six points shooting 2-7 on field goal attempts (0-2 on 3-point attempts)
and 2-3 from the foul line (Source).
On November 27, MSU fell to Washington State, 76-71, in the second round of the
San Juan Shootout. Playing 35 minutes, Weshinskey had two rebounds, four assists,
and eight points shooting 3-7 from the field (including 1-5 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2
from the foul line (Source).
On November 28, the Spartans crushing East Tennessee State, 92-69, to take third
place in the San Juan Shootout. Playing 22 minutes, Weshinskey had six rebounds, two
assists, and 11 points on 5-9 from the field and 1-1 from the foul line (Source).
On December 4, No. 11-ranked Louisville defeated the Spartans, 77-68. Playing 26
minutes, Weshinskey had four rebounds, two assists, and six points shooting 2-7 from
the field (2-5 on 3-point attempts) (Source).
On December 7, the Spartans topped Cleveland State, 90-76. Playing 31 minutes,
Weshinskey had six rebounds, three assists, and 14 points shooting 5-12 from the field
(1-2 on 3-pointers) and 3-4 on free throws (Source).
On December 9, the Spartans downed East Tennessee State, 107-81. Playing 18
minutes, Weshinskey had two rebounds, four assists, and seven points shooting 3-5
from the field (1-1 on 3-pointers) (Source).
On December 12, the Spartans defeated Detroit Mercy, 74-63. Playing 20 minutes,
Weshinskey (see photo next page) had four rebounds, two assists, and 11 points on 4-8
shooting from the field (including 1-3 on 3-pointers) and 2-2 from the foul line (Source).
On December 14, MSU downed the University of Illinois-Chicago, 90-77. Playing 23
minutes, Weshinskey had two rebounds, three assists, and seven points shooting 2-8
from the field (1-4 on 3-point attempts) and 2-2 on free throws (Source).

On December 18, the Spartans fell to Nebraska, 85-81. Weshinskey, who started in
place of injured point guard Eric Snow, shot 0-4 overall and 0-3 on 3-point attempts
(Source).
On December 21, MSU beat Tennessee, 69-60. Playing 20 minutes, Weshinskey had
eight points shooting 3-7 including 2-3 on 3-point attempts (Source).

On December 29, the Spartan downed Bowling Green State, 62-49,the first round of
the Oldsmobile Spartan Classic. Weshinskey, with 20 minutes on the court, had two
rebounds, an assist, and four points shooting 2-4 from the field (Source).
On December 30, MSU defeated Cornell, 83-69, to win the Oldsmobile Spartan
Classic. Playing 31 minutes, Weshinskey had four rebounds, three assists, and 12
points shooting 5-12 from the field (including 2-7 on 3-point attempts) and 0-1 on free
throws (Source).

Big Ten Conference
On January 5, the Spartans opened their Big Ten season losing, 75-64, to Michigan.
Weshinskey scored 2 points on 1-8 shooting from the field (0-4 on 3-point attempts)
(Source).

On January 8, MSU defeated No. 21-ranked Illinois, 79-74. Playing 13 minutes and
“breaking out of a prolonged slump” (Source), Kris had three rebounds and 16 points
shooting 5-8 from the field (including 3-5 on 3-point attempts) and 3-3 on free throws
(Source). The game is memorable for two incidents, one that took place with 2:38
remaining in the game, the other with 46 seconds left. The first:

Source: Jack Seibold’s Spartan Sports Encyclopedia: A History of
the Michigan State Men's Athletic Program
The second memorable was Weshinskey scoring five points with less than a minute
remaining in the game to help preserve a 79-74 victory for the Spartans:

On January 12, the Spartans lost to No. 9-ranked Purdue, 89-77. Playing 34 minutes
Weshinskey had two rebounds, three assists, and 16 points shooting 6-10 from the field
including four of six 3-point tries (Source).
On January 15, MSU trounced Northwestern, 67-46. Playing 31 minutes, Weshinskey
had two rebounds, two assists, and two points shooting 1-9 from the field including 0-1
on 3-pointer attempts (Source).
On January 19, the Spartans defeated No. 14-ranked Wisconsin, 70-60. Playing 34
minutes, Weshinskey had two rebounds, three assists, and ten points shooting 3-5 from
the field (including 2-3 on 3-point attempts) and 2-2 on free throws (Source).

On January 22, the Spartans narrowly lost to Minnesota, 68-66. Playing 34 minutes,
Weshinskey had three rebounds, two assists, and five points shooting 2-6 from the field
(0-2 on 3-point tries) and 1-2 on free throws (Source).
On January 26, the Spartans defeated No. 9-ranked Ohio State, 77-71. Playing 31
minutes, Weshinskey had three rebounds and four assists but went scoreless on 0-5
shooting from the field including 0-4 on 3-point attempts (Source).
On January 29, MSU squeaked past Iowa, 87-84. Playing 34 minutes, Weshinskey had
two rebounds and 11 points shooting 4-11 from the field including 3-5 on 3-point
attempts (Source). With the Spartans ahead by only a point, and the clock running out
on the possession, Weshinskey tried to get a shot off in a play involving Spartan
Quinton Brooks.

Going into the Spartans next game against Wisconsin, Lansing State Journal sports
writer Jack Ebling revisited the issue of Kris Weshinskey’s productivity in an article
titled:

On February 2, the Spartans lost to No. 16-ranked Wisconsin, 87-62. Playing 16
minutes, Weshinskey had four points shooting 1-4 from the field (0-2 on 3-point tries)
(Source).
On February 5, MSU lost to No. 13-ranked Michigan, 59-51. Playing 32 minutes,
Weshinskey had two rebounds, two assists, and seven points shooting 2-9 from the
field (including 2-7 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 on free throws (Source).

Going into the February 9 game against Illinois, Coach Heathcote decided to pull
Weshinskey and sophomore forward Jamie Feick from the starting lineup in order to get
a little more size and rebounding – sophomore forwards Daimon Beathea and Quinton
Brooks – onto the court earlier in the game (Source).
On February 9, in spite of shuffling the starting lineup, the Spartans still lost to No. 24ranked Illinois, 72-64. Playing for 21 minutes, Weshinskey had four rebounds and four
points shooting 2-5 from the field (Source).
On February 12, the Spartans lost their fourth straight game to No. 10-ranked Purdue,
74-70. Playing for 25 minutes, Weshinskey had five rebounds, one assist, and three
points shooting 1-6 from the field (0-1 on 3-point attempts) and 1-2 on free throws
(Source).

Going into the Spartans next game against Minnesota, Lansing State Journal sports
writer Jack Ebling again revisited the Kris Weshinskey question in an article titled:

On February 17, the Spartans downed Northwestern, 60-55. Playing 25 minutes,
Weshinskey had three rebounds, two assists, and 13 points shooting 6-9 from the field
including one 3-pointer on three attempts (Source). Kris surely was greatly relieved
when he read in the Lansing State Journal that sports writer Jack Ebling had concluded
that “swingman Kris Weshinskey had an excellent all-round game with 13 points
(Source). “I came into this game thinking:

Weshinskey was especially relieved with Coach Heathcote’s response to Kris’
performance in the Northwestern game:

On February 23, the Spartans defeated No. 20-ranked Minnesota, 85-68. Playing 22
minutes, Weshinskey had four rebounds, an assist, and 22 points shooting 3-3 from the
field and 2-4 from the foul line (Source). Lansing State Journal sports writer Jack Ebling
echoed his earlier praise of Weshinskey, noting that Kris “contributed eight points and a
solid all-around game off the bench” (Source).

On February 26, MSU topped Ohio State, 75-60. Playing 26 minutes, Weshinskey had
four rebounds, four assists, and eleven points shooting 4-7 from the field (3-4 on 3pointers) and 0-1 on free throws (Source).

And while Coach’s Heathcote was giving credit to Weshinskey as a member of “the
supporting cast”, two letters to the State Journal “Sports Opinion” column defended
Weshinskey. The first letter was titled: “Ease up, coach – I have just one question.
When

The second letter read:

On March 2, MSU defeated Iowa, 80-72. Playing 26 minutes, Weshinskey had one
rebound, an assist, and 14 points shooting 5-10 from the field including 4-8 on 3-point
attempts (Source).
On March 9, the Spartans beat No. 18-ranked Indiana, 94-78. Playing 29 minutes,
Weshinskey had 11 rebounds, three assists, and 20 points shooting 7-12 from the field
(including 3-6 on 3-pointers) and 3-4 on free throws (Source). Weshinskey’s double
double (20 points and 11 rebounds) was a performance “that Heathcote happily termed
‘unbelievable’” (Source).

On March 12, MSU’s five-game winning streak came to an end as the Spartans lost
narrowly to Penn State, 71-70. Playing 30 minutes, Weshinskey had four rebounds,
three assists, and four points shooting 2-6 from the field, including 0-1 on 3-point
attempts (Source).

Michigan State 1994 Red Cedar Log Yearbook

NCAA Tournament
On March 18, playing in St. Petersburg, Florida, in First Round, the seventh-seeded
Spartans downed Seton Hall, 84-73. Playing 29 minutes, Weshinskey had two
rebounds, an assist, and 12 points shooting 5-8 from the field and 2-2 on free throws
(Source). After the game, Heathcote said: “I thought Kris (Weshinskey) played
excellent” (Source).

On March 20, the Spartans fell to No. 6-ranked Duke, 85-74, in the Second Round.
Playing 22 minutes, Weshinskey had one rebound, two assists, and seven points (just
under his ’93-’94 season average of 8.2 points per game) shooting 3-7 from the field
including 1-2 on 3-pointers (Source).
The Spartans finished the ’93-‘94 season with a 20-12 record, a fourth place (10-8)
finish in the Big Ten, and an at-large bid to the NCAA Tournament as a No. 7 seed
where they beat Seton Hall in the First Round before a Second Round loss to No. 2
seeded Duke.

Laurels
For the ’93-’94 season Weshinskey was named one of the team’s Co-Captains. Two
highlights from Weshinskey’s ‘93’94 season are noted below in excerpts from Jack
Seibold’s Spartan Sports Encyclopedia: A History of the Michigan State Men's Athletic
Program.

On April 11, at the MSU Men’s Basketball Bust at the Holiday Inn South in Lansing,
Weshinskey was heralded as the Spartans Most Inspirational Player (Source).

Career Statistics as a Spartan
The following provides season-by-season summaries of Weshinskey’s stats as a
Spartan.
Per Game

G = Games; GS = Game Started; FG = Field Goals; FGA = Field Goal
Attempts Per Game; FG% = Field Goal Percentage; FT = Free Throws Per
Game; FTA = Free Throw Attempts Per Game; FT% = Free Throw
Percentage; TRB = Total Rebounds Per Game; PF = Personal Fouls Per
Game; and PTS = Points Per Game; and SOS = Strength of Schedule (points
above/below average, where zero is average, not including non-Division I
games)
Totals

Per Forty Minutes

Advanced

Career Summary

NCAA Tournament Game Logs

Game Log

Of particular interest, in April 1987, the NCAA adopted the 3-point field goal as
mandatory. Thus, when Kris scored on one of his two 3-points attempts three years
later during the 12/1/90 game against Bowling Green State, he became the first
Chieftain (male or female) to score a 3-point field goal as a Spartan.
After Michigan State
After his playing days as a Spartan, Kris played professional basketball with a team in
France for two seasons.
On return to the U.S., he started to focus on employment opportunities off the basketball
court. From September 1998-November 2005 he worked for 7+ years with Independent
Bank as an assistant vice president (AVP). Since Kris has been employed for 13+ years
as Asset Disposition Manager with a firm (First Centrum) specializing in construction of
business and residential properties.
Kris is married, has a son and a daughter, and lives in Virginia’s Loudoun County in the
town of Purcellville, where he had attended Loudoun Valley High School his junior and
senior years.
He is involved in supporting various charity and youth activities. On November 21, 2012,
he participated in Layups for Loudoun to benefit Loudoun County Special Olympics in
basketball games pitting alumni from different high schools. The benefit also hosts a
game pitting Special Olympics athletes against their coaches. Recently a “close” game
was won in the final seconds when a player on the athletes’ team drained a jumper in
the final seconds to defeat the coaches by one point.
On December 14, 2012, Kris returned to the Jenison Fieldhouse and scored five points
playing in the Michigan State Alumni Game.

Unofficial Scoring at Michigan State Alumni Game (12/14/12)
Kris also coaches two AAU travel teams for seventh graders at the Loudoun Basketball
Academy (LBA) and is a group coordinator for three teams of seventh graders, one of
which includes his son Marek.

Loudoun Basketball Academy (LBA) Coach Weshinskey
and Michigan State Coach Tom Izzo (March 5, 2017)
Kris also appears at high school basketball camps to talk basketball and demonstrate
shooting.

Guest speaker Kris Weshinskey @VikingStrongLV camp talking
basketball and demonstrating shooting.

Looking Back

Via phone calls, a one-on-one meet and greet at a Mexican restaurant in Northern
Virginia (where both Kris and I live), and emails, Kris kindly responded to the “looking
back questions I had for him, as follows.
Why did your family move from Michigan to Virginia – and did you have any
strong feelings about changing high schools form OHS to LVHS?
I moved to Virginia between my sophomore and junior years because my father got a new
job out here. I was very unhappy about moving but once I got out here, I was happy we
moved. I went to a great school with great teammates. Was a great change for me.

What was the biggest challenge transitioning from varsity basketball at OHS to
varsity basketball at LVHS?
It was not a difficult transition at all. From the first week I moved here, the boys were playing
in a summer league and I fit right in. They were coming off a State Runner up finish so it
was a great atmosphere. My teammates out here were more gung ho basketball than they
were at Okemos.

At the time you moved to Virginia did have any idea, even imagine or dream, of
coming back to East Lansing to play basketball for Michigan State?
I never had visions of being able play back at MSU. I remember one time my sophomore
year at Okemos thinking, "maybe it would be nice to play at a Grand Valley or somewhere
like that." I went to a summer camp in PA with a new teammate of mine at LVHS that
summer and realized that I had a shot to play somewhere.

Apparently you are the only male Chieftain to play basketball for MSU on a fouryear scholarship. Did you have scholarship offers from other colleges or
universities and why and how did you decide to enroll at MSU?
I had a lot of offers. Before my senior year in high school started, I had narrowed my choices
down to MSU, Wake Forest, and Virginia. In the end I just really wanted to go back home. I
was a big MSU basketball fan when I was in middle school. Went to games at Jenison,
etc. When they started recruiting me, I was pretty excited. There was a comfort in being
around some familiar faces. Plus Coach Izzo was such a great recruiter. He was the main
reason I came.

What were the biggest challenges in making the transition from playing basketball
at the high school level to playing basketball at MSU?
The speed of the game is the toughest part; that and the size and strength of all the
players. Bigger stronger faster athletes moving at those speeds was eye opening. It took a
few games to adjust. Obviously we practiced with the team but it’s not the same. Also, never
taking a possession off defensively was something that took a lot of focus. One lazy moment
affected the game. It seemed like every time you let up just a bit, you were getting beat.

What were the most exciting moments (or highlights) of your basketball career at
(a) OHS; (b) LVHS; and (c) MSU?
At Okemos, my sophomore year, there was one specific highlight that stood out. I had
dunked a handful of times in the spring of my freshman year at an AAU practice. Then I
never could or never really tried to dunk again for a long time. My first real dunk was actually
in a game and not practice. We were playing at Charlotte and I realized in warmups that I
was really getting up. So in the 2nd half, I got a breakaway and without hesitation, I
dunked it. I was so giddy that coach Stolz had to pull me out of the game. That memory
always stuck with me. At LVHS we had a district championship game at home against
Osborne HS. It was packed and loud and crazy in there. Our center hit a buzzer beater to
win the game and it is still the craziest I've ever seen a gym after a high school game. Great
memory. At MSU it would have been hitting game winning shots my sophomore year against
Cincinnati and Illinois. Great memories to have!

In what ways did your former OHS, LVHS, and MSU coaches help you to improve
your skills and IQ as a basketball player?
I think in early HS, Dan Stolz was a huge influence on me. He coached me my freshman
year and I really looked up to him. I respected him a lot as a player and as a coach. I
respected Stan Stolz a ton as well. But on the player development side, Dan had a big effect
on me. My coach at LVHS did more than I ever expected or deserved from a recruitment
point of view. He made calls, wrote letters, etc., to get my on the radar. I owe most of my
recruitment to him.

Could you share some memories of your on-court and off-court relationship with
MSU basketball head coach Jud Heathcote?
I got along well with Jud off the court. He was a great jokester and story teller and I always
enjoyed needling people. So he and I got along well in that regard. He could take being
needled as well as he could give it. I used to imitate him walking which always got
everybody laughing, including him. On the court he was a tough cookie. He was certainly a
tough coach to play for, but he definitely helped me to become tougher and more thickskinned. I think I'll leave it at that :)

What other memories do you cherish as you “look back” on your career as a
basketball player in high school and at MSU?
The friendships I made at MSU are still strong today. We have a great alumni group that is
still close. Coach Izzo has done an amazing job of making us all feel like part of the program
even after all these years. We are all lucky to be part of something special. It's not like that
anywhere else.

Magic Johnson with Kris and Son
Big Ten Basketball Tournament, Washington, DC – March 2019)

Kris Weshinskey & Kerry Byrnes (March 27, 2019)

