Chuck, Charlie, Charles...whatever you want to call
him, call him one of
the greatest two-
milers to scorch the
oval track for Okemos.

£

(CRoss COuntRyY COREh al UKemol ]
' John Bjorkquist Remembers  /96/~{ 97

I'm on my way to Califomia in a few hours. My &=
son, Dave, lives there and is building a house, and %8
asked if I could come out for a month and help him. e
That's what happens when people hear the word 7 o
“retire”! : a1

It was a very hard decision to make when [ retired
from teaching last year. After 31 years on the same
job, it was real hard to just walk away. Thank 00
goodness [ still maintain some contact with the kids =
through teaching some Driver’s Ed. in the summer. 1 0
also see former swdents and staff members at ball
games., :

I have, for 35 years, supplemented my income with .
house painting. So I decided 10 see what would e
happen if I did the same thing, only full time. So, “JB Painting” was bom.

Some of the school kids that come to mind include the followine-
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Above: Varsity team, coached by John Bjorkquist, is as Henry, Dave Weaver; (top row) Yanko Zecevic, Greg Gross,
follows: {bottom row) Jim Weaver, Chuck Campbell, Tom Bill Gordon.

Spring training 1968 “in my
track and cross country career, | was greatly influenced by
the start of an Okemos Cross Country race in the fall of
1962 when | was in 6th grade. My parents took me up to
school to see the start of a race on the side of the school. |

was so impressed by what | saw | told my father to drop me

off a mile from home so | could run home. When | got to
high school 3 years later in 1965, | played football and

basketball for two years before | started to run. The fact that |§
| was in really good shape from playing those sports helped

my running. As a junior in high school | knew | wasn't
getting that big, but knew | could run. So, | started my track
career in the spring of 1967 and that was the first year of
the two-mile event. Tom Yunck was our miler so | decided

that the two-mile was going to be my event. | think | was the

only one that wanted to run it!”

Cross Country in 1968 after the
team won the Napoleon
Invitational, which Charlie won.
“’Barney’ always went to this
Invitational”

...crossing the finish line 1%t in the League, October 1968.




Tom Yunck, sophomore, sets course record of 10:34 at
ennual Turkey Trot November 9.

Sophomore Tom Yunck, November 1965

“I was really influenced by Tom Yunck. The year after
Tom’s graduation and my senior year of 1968, | would
talk about him with the other cross-country runners.
We always looked up to him as someone to strive to
be. | never ran against Tom, but he was always on my
mind. | was the two-miler and Tom would always be
our miler.”

setting

records.



1t Kiwanis Relays, May 1, 1969

Lansing State Journal

...and records...and records...and...




sai iR
A




...and The Record!

o
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May 1161 Regionals ot OKemos TracK. 941 2 mile

Charlie merLeLL School. Record 2 Mile Kup. Aun

“10.24 was my best time in 1967, then in 1968 | got it down to 10.04 and my senior year got if all the
way down to 9:41. | believe | had the school record for 17 years until 1987. | ran some after high
school for several years but eventually just do walking for now.”



Charlie Campbell . OHS Class of 1969 . All-State Cross-Country
1968-1969 . All-State Track 1968-1969 . Honored by his coach . Inspired
by and gives honors his earlier great teammate . One of our greatest
two-milers of all times...and the record that held for 17 years.




“My best time in the One Mile Run was 4:25,
four seconds slower than Tom Yunck's record
time. | always considered the mile run harder
- than the two-mile run.

‘ “Charlie Campbell, Jim Weaver and Tom Yunck-3 of the greatest
distance runners that | ever coached”, Coach John Bjorkquist.

TOM YUNCK

My best time in the
two-mile run was
9:41 and finished
second in the state
in May of 1969
down at the U of M
track. A fellow from
Detroit St. Anthony Above: Varsity team, coached by John Bjorkquist, is as b
beat me in the state follows: (bottom row) Jim Weaver, Chuck Campbell, Tom  E
final. | was going into the last turn and he was finishing!

| remember after finishing the regional race my sophomore
year in the spring of 1967 at Waverly high school. My parents
took me over to the Michigan Armory to see my brother Kirk
who was home from
his US Marine post in
Pendleton Ca. In the
regional races, the
top two finishers
would go to the State
finals. By 1968 and
for years to come, those regronal races were held at Okemos
because we had the resources to house the event.”




The family pedigree:

My father Charles Lewis Campbell Sr. was athletic. He played football for
lonia and graduated in 1936. He went on to Ferris Institute (Ferris State
College, then Ferris State University) and was in the band and played
football.

My Grandma Campbell would come to the games in Big Rapids and at
the same time listen to Uncle Bob play on the radio at Michigan.

My father was president of the Lansing Alumni Association and president
of the Toast Masters Club in Ingham County in the early 1960's. He also
served on the Alumni Board of Directors at Ferris State from his election
in the fall of 1962 until his passing in January of 1971. He served as the
only medical person on a Naval Vessel of 96 men in Italy during WWII.
He received a citation at the Anzio Beachhead Invasion. He worked as a
retail pharmacist and worked for 25 years at McKesson and Robbins
Wholesale Drug company. My father was involved a lot with extra curricular

events that would take place at the high school, like the school circus and other
events.

| have 3 other brothers. Bruce graduated in 1962 at Okemos, Kirk
graduated in 1965 and Rob graduated in 1971. Bruce passed away in
August of 2012 but ran track and cross country on the Okemos teams.
Kirk got his letter running cross country but didn't pursue sports any after
that. Kirk owns his own company Cinnemalighting in Franklin Tennessee
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currently and does the lighting and carpeting in theaters nationwide. His
company did the improvements at the Celebration and NCG Theatres in
Lansing, Michigan. Rob went to the Palmer school of chiropractic
medicine in Davenport lowa. He is currently a chiropractor and does
back Disc work in San Clemente Ca. | worked for the State of Michigan
and retired after 34 years in 2011.



My mother and father met at Ferris Institute in 1940 and married in June of 1941. My mother
Jean McCulloch came from Bay City and my father with my two uncles came from lonia. It was my
mother's younger brother Don McCulloch that passed over his job with AC Spark Plug in the early
1960's and went to California (LA) and started his own company Forbes Industries. It was my Uncle
Don's invention that is those luggage carts you see in movies that have those big golden arches on
them. My mother's older brother my Uncle Jim who has passed away now but he played in the
University of Michigan Band and was injured on the ship the Tennessee at Pearl Harbor. The

Tennessee ship was right near the Arizona ship. He recovered and ended up selling hotel and office
furniture in Northern California.

Then there was “My Uncle Bob”

my
LAnele
Bob
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exton perfect at
Campbell Field

Big Reds beat Jackson
in first game after
diamond 1s dedicated

By Kevin Bull

b ine Lansing State Journal

Camps would have been proud
Phe Sexton basehall team made
sure the firsl game at the newly
namved Robert 1, Campbell Field
would be a win Thursday evening
againar Jackson. J
The Big Reds vsed an incredible
mina-run fifth inning for a 109
comeback victury in the second
?f\:ur.p of & doubleheader to open the
apital Area Conference
The field had bean dedicated be-
rween games.
The Vikings won (he first game,
03
“The fantastic fifth,” Sexton
roach Rob Gast said of his team’s
ral%fmm an eight-run deficit,
“Nou just never know in thas
game. Anything i3 possible, You can
DEVEr give up
The lale Rubest Campbell proba-
nlxl would have agreed.
he field was officially named al-
ter Campbell, who coached Sexton
haseball from 1944 through 1977, in
& special ceremony at home plate.
FSPM haseball announcer [Dave
Cumpbell steod near the batler's
s ba d Lhank 1he crowed, the Lansing
st-hiceal o b and hoard of edue
Jron for recegnizing his fathers
g Ahieene I=

Drave Camphell, who armived in Lan-
sing ’['hurs:!ﬁumm after broad-
casting the White Sux-Oricles game
from Baltimore the previous might,

“Winning was nol everything for
hirn. It was about people and work-
ing with kids. 'm not even sure what
his record was or if it even matters.”

Robert Campbell, better known
as Camps, coached baseball and
taught physical education at Sexten
for nearly 35 years. He even spent
some time with the foctball team as
an assistant coach,

Twenry years after his 1977 re-
tirement, his favorite leld was
named after him. 1t's an homor that
would rank among his greatest
achievements, im.'ludlnﬁ his 1976
induction into the Michigan High
school Coaches Hall of Fame.

A red-and-white sign will hang
from the backsiop fence in memory
of Robert Campbell, who died in
1942 Irom cancer.

“He was a wonderful family man
wh put his family first and s
seeond,” Mancy Hollerback said of
her father. “Dad had a I sense of
humaor. My brother and [ are lucky to
have two wonderful parents.”

“It's a very special day.” said
Frances Camphell, Robert's widow.
“lt*s a great honor. I'm very proud,
and [ know Bob is, too,”

The Campbells were especially
proud of the effor the 1897 team
displuyed on this special day

Alter a 9-3 defeat in the opener
snapped Sexton's five game win-
ning streak, the Rig Keds found
(hemselves in an even decper hole

...and my 1%t cousin, Dave Campbell

Homoree: Robert Campbell
coached baseball and taught
physical education for nearly
a5 years at Sexton.

The Vikings (1-1 CAC, 4-7) took &
9-1 lead after scoring eight runs off
Big Red sterter Trevor Delong in
the top of rhe third.

The Blg Reds (1-1, 6-2) sent 15
batters (o plate in the fifth inning
Eight walles and four singles culmi-
nated ingo nine runs and a 10-9 lead.

The hlow came from junior
second baseman Jason Davis,
whose two-oul single knocked in
the tying and winmng runs Mavid
Litchenberger also had a twa-run

etardn aorlier in the inning

g State Journal

Sexton to honor

‘Camps

Baseball field to be
named after former
Coach Bob Campbell \

By Tom Ganiert
Lansing Stare Jowmnal

When Dave Camphell was in ju-
mior high at Walter French, he'd
jumg on his bike after school and|
pedal to Sexton High School.

He was %uin i watch his father)
coach the baseball ream.

“Sometimes, I'd be late” said]
Campbell, now a baseball announc-
er for ESPN. "It was a pretty good
hike from Walter French over o
Sexton.”

Mow Campbell will make another
prey good ike to the Sexton field.

That's because Thursday, Sexton
will be paming the field after his
father, Bob, the lon
coach who died in 1
cer. He was T

Dawe Campbell now lives in Colo-
o Springs, Colo. The fermer ma
Jor r's schedule is hectic. This
week he'll be in Colorado Springs,
Denver, Baltimore, St louwis and
Hristol, Conn

Thursday, he stops in Lansing for
o gAME &5 i AND 85 Any mijor
|wﬁ£fgame eIl anmounce.

y eld will be named after his
father in between games of a dow
meheader against Jackson. The first
game slarts & .30 p.m.

Bob Camphbell coached baseball

ime Sexion
2 from can-

9

Lampbell, who lenered in foul
ball and baseball at the Universis
of Michigan, was inducted into e
Michigen High School Coaches Hall
of Fame in [976.

His wife, Francis, said the man
know affectionately as “Camps”
wiould love Thursday's ceremany

“[ think he wo b thrilled L
death,” Francis said “Baseball
meant & kot

Current Sexton coach Bob Gass
remernbers the time he met his pre
decessor. Gast was umpinng a v
hasehall game in 1980 Camplbell
had been called out of retiremsen 1+
fill in for the regular IV coach, win.
was filling in for the wiling head
coach Dick Bates.

Gast approached Campbell and
intresduced himself.

“We met for a littlle pre-gam
chit-chat,” Gast said. “1 thought h
wi, godig o talk for an howur H
started talking about baseball *

Andl, true to his characer, Camg
bell enjoyed the game, never gues
tisning a cal] by Gasi

“He never gaid s word aboul an
of the calls,"” Gasi said. * He was Jus
enjoying himsell.”

ates later met with Campbell
thank him for helping out

“When | talked wilh him afier
wards, he gave the impression thi:
he was I'L‘iﬁ hunored (o be asked &
step in agan and help out,” Bale
said

Thursday, Sexton returns if
honor oo a man who may not i
been (he first coach ab Lhe schi
but was the one who heft the bigge
Impression.

exton had four baseball coact
from 14539 to 15843
It chidn’t have another vacancy |

i Pamtaa Fenmn 10AA dhevasrh 10GTT

the next M years.
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MY GREATEST THRILL IN BASEBALL

- "Professionally, I think that probablya home run T hit off
Tom Seaver in New York has to be my biggest thrill, just

£ from the standpoint that
my brother-in-law, who'sa
great, great baseball fan,
lives in New York and he
had a bunch of his friends
out there that day and 1 led
off the ballgame with a
home run and T know it
had 10 make him awfully
happy, too.”

1 Infielder—6-0—185—B.P—T.p_%7_ R n, Januaty 14,
O( t S [ 1962, Manister, Michigsn—Residance, Lansing, Michigan
—Married . . . Acquired by the Padres Dec. 4 along with
Pat. Dobson from Detroit for Joe Niekro . . .- Was called
Y from Toledo early fast season. by the Tigers after hitting
a v Q A27 in 25 games . . . Slugged 49 homers in Triple-A
_play . . . Performs well.at all infield positiens and led
International League second basemen in fielding in 1967
... Son of a high school coach at Larsing . . . Signed
bonus contract in 1964 after standout career at the Uni-
versity of Michigan . . . Seventh year pro.
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