Okemos Alumni Hall of Fame
Stephen Carrasco
Class of 2002

Most recently performing in Charlie & The Chocolate Factory on Broadway in New York City, Stephen
originally displayed a talent and love of the theater while a student in the Okemos Public Schools
system. He initially got involved in productions at Kinawa Middle School, and looking back, gives
credit to retired Okemos choir/vocal music directors Frank DeWald and Deb Borton-McDonough, Holt
dance teacher Karyn Perry, and drama teacher Dee Greenberg for inspiring and developing his love of
theater. Stephen has kept in touch with his high school mentors, especially Borton-McDonough. He
sang at her retirement concert in 2014.
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He was active in the choir, played cello (8 years), and performed in a number of OHS productions from 1999 - 2002,
including Crazy for You, The Great All American Musical Disaster, Hello Dolly, Fiddler on the Roof, Our Town and
State Fair. He was honored to receive the Holly Tarr Award for both choir and drama during his senior year.

Following high school, Stephen was accepted into the musical theater program at Syracuse University, and was
also accepted at the University of Michigan where he could pursue a more traditional career. At 18 he chose to do
what he loved the most and as a result, feels he “has never worked a day in his life!” He attended Syracuse University,
receiving a BFA in Musical Theater, graduating Summa Cum Laude in 2006. While there he performed in Chicago,
Floyd Collins, Kiss Me Kate, and Wild Party.
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ated by the slightest trace of earnest-
ness, check out “Cry-Baby.”

* * *

Millburn, N.J.

by writing old-fashioned musi-
cals with tissue-thin plots and
immortal songs, and lived just long
enough to see the coming of shows
whose books were dramatically sound—
and to write one himself. “Kiss Me,
Kate,” the musical version of “The
Taming of the Shrew” that Porter
wrote in 1948 in collaboration with
Sam and Bella Spewack, is one of the
three or four best Broadway musicals
of the “Oklahoma!” era, a masterpiece
of tunefulness and charm. It doesn’t
get performed nearly often enough,
though, so I urge you to head out to
New Jersey to see Paper Mill Play-
house’s new revival, which couldn’t be
more satisfying.
If “Cry-Baby” hadn’t opened this
week, I would have led today’s column
with “Kiss Me, Kate” and gone on at

C OLE PORTER launched his career

Goodstein

length about how fine it is. James Bren-
nan, who directed Paper Mill’s superb
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2004 production of “She Loves Me,”
has done even better by “Kiss Me,
Kate,” working closely with Patti Co-
lombo, whose dance numbers are seam-
lessly interwoven with the dialogue
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reography an ex-
lhyperkinetic sock-
y. Scott Pask, the
lhas conjured up a
ersion of Baltimore
i that’s closely packed
p-eyed detail. The pit or-
d by Lynne Shankel, is the
cking band on Broadway.
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lin call.)
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poisbilled as the show’s “cre-
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scenes. Ms. Colombo is one of the 1|
imaginative musical-comedy chor
raphers around—her staging of “
Darn Hot” stopped the show—al
can’t see why Broadway ha
snapped her up.

The cast is as near to idea
doesn’t matter. Mike McGowan
Michele Ragusa wrap their opere
quality voices around “So in Love”
“Where Is the Life That Late I Led?
luscious effect, while William R|
and Gordon Joseph Weiss are sc
stealingly good as the stage-sty
gangsters who tap-dance their
through “Brush Up Your Shg
speare.” Amanda Watkins, who p
the round-heeled chorus girl with|
Judy Holliday accent who gets to
“Always True to You in My Fashion|
seriously sexy.

As this too-brief summary §
gests, the very best thing about “
Me, Kate” is the score, all of w]
came out of Porter’s top drawer—
the rest of the show provides
songs with a wholly suitable sett|
So does Paper Mill Playhouse’s
vival, which closes May 18 but oy
to run all summer.

Mr. Teachout, the Journal’s drama cril
blogs about theater and the other arts|
www.terryteachout.com. Write to him
tteachout@wsj.com.

Left to right, Timothy J. Alex, Stephen Carrasco, %
Wes Hart and Amanda Watkins in Kiss Me,

Kate!
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After graduation, Stephen moved to New York City where he has established himself as a successful full-time theat-

rical performer. Stephen’s impressive resume follows.

Broadway Shows

He most recently (2017) performed as Understudy for Mr. Salt and the Asst. DC, and also Swing in Charlie & the
Chocolate Factory through its run at the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre on Broadway. (A Swing performer doesn't have
an assigned role each night, but is understudy for a number of roles, able to step in with little or no notice to fill

one of the other performer’s roles in case of injury, illness, or vacation.)

Fiddler on the Roof (2016), Broadway Theater, Ensemble and Understudy for Fyedka and the Constable.
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Kinky Boots (2013) in the Al Hirschfeld Theater on Broadway, serving as Swing. He was also cast for the 1st Na-
tional Tour, serving as Swing and also the Dance Captain overseeing the dancers and making sure the show stays
true to the original choreography. Kinky Boots won the Tony for Best Musical and Best Score in 2013. As part of
the National Tour, Stephen performed at the MSU Wharton Center in East Lansing,.
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at Wharton

“She was kind of the one who said to

me, “You know, you're not a terrible
dancer. You should come out and take
classes at my studio’,” he recalled.

Carrasco has kept in touch with his
high school mentors, especially Borton:
MeDonough He sang at her retirement
concertin
“Theﬂ\reeoflhem . were instrumen-
talinghaping vho am s ahumanbeing,
et alone as an artist,” Carrasco sai

“Imreally proud o him,” Bomao.
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grade. Wanting to audition for the

it sty knowing
hatosing, Borton McDonough helped
Carras “Consider Yourself”

rom the musical “Oliver!”
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Ghost (2012) in the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre, Broadway. Stephen was the Swing, and understudy for the Hospital
Ghost.
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Billy Elliot (2011) in the Imperial Theatre, Broadway, cast as Swing.

IMPERIAL THEATRE
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National Tours

Kinky Boots (1st National)

» Swing/Dance Captain
= Foresight Theatrical

Young Frankenstein (1st National)

= Ensemble/Telegraph Boy

= NETworks Presentations LLC
White Christmas

= Ensemble/Understudy Phil

= Atlanta TOTS

Regional Theater

A Chorus Line

= Bobby

= Sacramento Music Circus
Lucky Guy

= Shotgun

= Goodspeed at Chester
Kiss Me Kate

=  Hortensio

= Paper Mill Playhouse
Into the Woods

= Steward

= Pittsburgh CLO

Barry Manilow’s Copacabana (musical)

= Bolero Dancer, Ensemble

= Pittsburgh CLO

Television Appearances

+ The Tony Awards (twice)

« Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade/
theatrical performance
(twice: Kinky Boots and
Fiddler on the Roof)

+ The Today Show

« The View
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STEPHEN CARRASCO o CLASS OF 2002

Giving Back to Okemos/Michigan

« Taught musical theater workshops all across mid-Michigan and the country while appearing
in National Tours.

+ Returned to Okemos High School to participate in Q & A's with the current student body.

+ Organized and performed in fundraisers for the Peppermint Creek Theater in Lansing.

« Performed as a featured singer in a Christmas/holiday show at the Pasant Theater, produced by the
Wharton Center, then took that same song and dance show to Traverse City.

In Closing

Stephen is a well-known, respected and proven Broadway talent. It is especially noteworthy that Stephen is
often cast in leadership roles in Broadway productions. In a number of productions, he is cast as Swing. You can
only imagine the amount of hard work and dedication it takes to prepare for a role on Broadway. Now multiply
that by, say, a dozen roles, and you get an idea of what it’s like to be a Swing. He is required to learn each role so
that he can deliver a great performance, with little or no notice, if the assigned actor is ill, or unable to perform, or
is on vacation. He is expected to be able to perform at that level in every role for his entire time in the show, even
though he is not acting in that part every show, or he may be performing another part the next day.

Stephen also served as Dance Captain/Swing for the Kinky Boots National Tour. The Dance Captain is a member
of the company who maintains the artistic standards of all choreography and/or musical staging in a production.
He monitors all dancers, gives brush-up rehearsals when necessary, auditions and trains replacement actors.
He has to know all the different parts, be able to communicate with other dancers and command the respect of
peers that he will evaluate and train, when necessary. He is the recognized expert, trusted with the integrity of
the production/dance numbers on the road.

At his base, he is also a proud Chieftain who returns and gives back to his community. He shares his talent in

local productions and workshops, and brings the magic of Broadway to students at his alma matter, as well as

the mid-Michigan community.

PAGE 6



