
GRADUATING CLASS OF 1940 

·-
c·,_ass Motto~ "Onward and Upward II 

Class Colors: Pink and blue 
/ ·" 

ulass Flower: White rose 

***** 
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Mr. Clare McDurmon •........•.. SQci~l Science 
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Mr. Kenneth Barnhill Physical Education 



OUR LAST GOOD•BYE 

Day in, day out 
The sar,1e old feelin::; v.r ill follmv 

us about 
11 80 Eany Memories., so.::ietimes v.re 

think we'll cry, 
So many thou.:;ht of you that sh1ply 

will not die. 
Althour;h we have : one, 
Our dreams 1 in:;er on 
Of school days tha::t are :;one 
Like the le'-1_ves th.::i. t hc.:ve blovm c.1w.y . 
Our thoughts back to you ;,Jill often 

stray 
And 1.re '11 reDe . .-1ber this . ioDent · 
And v•rrap this )ictl~re in a drem, 
For engraved in our he~rts sincere 

and true 
'.,re say our 11Last Good-bye 11 to you. 

---Gerry Schubel 



S~NIOR FACTS 

ESTH::R .. THITMY:C:R 11 ·:-v'HITY" 
Pet Peeve: Bossy people 
Disposition: Quick tempered, jolly 
Ambition: To be J. p, Mor gants secretary 

Glee Club 137 Class treasurer 1 39 
H. E. Club '37, 1 38 . Tennis 1 38 
Commerce Club 139, '40 Operetta t38 
Commerce Club V. Pres. 1 40 Student Council 1 40 

RUTH HOSKINS "RUTHIE" 
Pet Peeve: 11 Too good" people 
Disposition: Enthusiastic 
Ambition: To be a good secretary 

Commerce Club '39,. 1 40 Junior Plfl.y 
Glee Club '37, '39 Declamations '37, r 38 
H. E. Club 1 37, 1 3.,fi. 139, ~40 Operetta '37, 139 
Principal's secretary t40 

ROB:C::RT HITCHCOCK 11 HITCHIE 11 

Pet Peeve: Student teachers 
Disposition: Quiet 
Ambition: To be a detective 

Golf 138, 1 39, 1 40 

DON TYLER 
Pet Peeve: ~Tone 
Disposition: Humorous 
Ambition: To own a farm 

Dramatic Club 1 38 Junior & Senior Plays 
F. F. A. 1 37 Deb8.ting 1 37, 1 38, 1 39 
Class Vice President t39 

C}ii,;RRY SOHUBEL 
Pet Peeve: Irksome people 
Dispostion: Good natured unless irked 
Ambition: To be a success 

Athletic Association Pres. '40 H. E. Club 1 37, 1 38 
Student Council 1 40 Operetta 1 3? 
Tennis 1 37, '38, 1 39 LibrP.rian t37 
Junior Play Girl Scout 1 37 
Commerce Club '40 DebRte 1 39 
H. E. Play 1 38 Class Poem 1 40 

CP..Ai'J/) TTE P Ac~z 11 CHAR 11 

Pet Peeve: Not hAvinr red hair 
Disposition: Depends on people & weather 
Ambition: To be a "career Bal" 



MURREL LARNER 
Pet Peeve: People who lie, brag, quarrel 
Disposition: Swell 
Ambition: To worl\". in a machine shop 

F. F. A.. 1 3?, '38, ' 39,. '40 Tr;::i.ck 1 38 

MARJORIE CifriISTIAN 11 MARG 11 

Pet Peeve: Conceited people 
Disposition: Fli~hty 
Ambition: To be a voice teacher 

Glee Club ' 37 , '38, ' 09, '40 H. E. Club 137 
Operetta 1 37, 1 38, 1 40 Commerce Club 1 40 

RODNEY .7AT:CRS 11 ROD 11 

Pet Peeve: Arguing people 
Disposition: Very adaptable 
Ambition: To get the most out of life 

Science Club '38 Football 1 38, 1 39 
Tennis '38 · Baseball 137, 1 38 
Junior Class V. President r39 Student Council ' 39 
Basketball t ~57 , 1 38 , 1 39 Class ·,v-111 • 40 

l\fiARJO:=tI!i:: CHAPMAN 11 ~HDGE11 

Pet Peeve: Fakers 
Disposition: dillful 
Ambition: To be a good social '7orker 

H. E . Club '37, 1 38, ' 39 , ' 40 Operetta 1 37 , 1 39 
Comi11erce Club '39, ' 40 

LOUIS~ VAl'! DYKE tt·,v:r;;z::;:!u 
Pet Peeve: "Snotty 11 people 
Disposition: Quiet 
Ambition: To have a happy home 

Glee Club 1 37 

~fi.Ali.Y AN~,~ EDG&-q 
Pet Peeve: Arguin[< with one as stubborn as 

herself 
Disposition: Bright '"Ti th intermittent dumb 

streaks 
Ambition: To have a nice soft job after college 

•39 , 1 40 Senior Play H. E. Club 1 37 , 1 38~ 
Student Council Sec. 
Class Treasurer 1 37 
Class President ' 39 
Assembly Committee 1 38 
Deb8.ting t 39 

1 40 Industrial Arts Club 1 38 

T • . f ~ 7 t 3 8 t '7 9 t 40 ennis o , , o. , 

Comr.ierce Club 1 39, ' 40 
Glee Club 137 
'Operetta '37 
Golf 1 ::39 , t 40 
Salute.torian 1 40 



ROBERT McKANE 11 FLASH 11 

Pet Peeve: "Know it all• people 
Disposition: Wild and wooly 
Ambition: South America or bust & 

Football 1 38, t39 Chieftain Editor '40 
Basketball 1 37, 1 38 Band '3? 
Junior & Senior Plays ClRss President '40 
Jr-Sr. Banquet ToRstmRster 1 39 

ESTHER BECK:3::R "BECKY" 
Pet Peeve: Purple 
Di sposition: Stubborn 
Ambition: To be a lpwyer's privRte secretary 

Cla.ss Secretary '39 Con:m:erce Club '39, 1 40 
Clr-i.ss TreP..surer 1 4-0 IndustriP.l Arts Club 1 38 
Librqrian 1 37, '39, 1 40 Class History 1 40 

'.7AYNZ HOKE 11 BUTCH 11 

Pet Peeve: Oke11:os Hi gh 
Disposition: Quiet; under stRnding 
Arnbi tion: To see the world (not the nRvy 1) 

FootbRll '38, 1 39 Class TreRsurer '38 
Basketball i39, 139 Class Vice-President 1 40 

DOROTE:ZA BR0'.7N 11 DOT 11 

Pet Peeve: Fair weRther friends 
Disposition: Quiet 

Glee Club 1 37 Corn1.;erce Club '39, 1 40 
Class Prophesy 1 40 H. E. Club 

CEA."'1LES NA'l'EAr: (}R'2;EHZ 11 NATZ 11 

Pet Peeve: Fickle women 
Di s~)Os i ti on: ER.ppy-rrn-luclty 
Am'bition: To be a farmer & rurRl mRil mRn 

Football '37, 1 38, ' 39 Operetta 1 37, 1 38, 1 39 
Football CRp t ri in 1 40 Glee Club '37, '38 
Basketball t37, 1 38 , 1 39 , 1 40 Drum Maj or 138 
F. F. A. '37, 1 38, 139 , 1 40 Student Council 1 40 
F. F. A. President 1 40 ClRss Prophesy 1 40 

PAULINL: LANG 11 POLLY11 

Pet Peeve: Conspicuous people 
Disposition: Conscientous 
Ambition: To be an eff ici ent office ~irl 

Girl Scouts 1 37 Class president 1 38 
Glee Club 1 37, 1 40 Assembly Comm. Chairman 1 40 
Comraerce Club ' 39 , 1 40 Operetta 1 40 
H. E. Club 1 37 , ' 38 , 1 39 , 140 Clas s History t40 
H. E. Club treasurer '38, '40 



RUBY ALLEN 11 REJ) 11 

Pet Peeve-: Nagging people 
Disposition: Quiet; determined 
Ambition: To own my own home 

Student Council •40 Glee Club 1 3?, '40 
H. E. Club '3? 139, 139 Librarian 1 39, '40 
Commerce Club f 40 Operetta '40 

BETTE MINGUS 1 IvlINGYll 
Pet Peeve: English people thinking they're 

royalty 
Disposition: Friendly; mo~dy 
Ambition: Singer; commercial artist 

Glee Club '3?, t39, 1 40 H. E. Club '37 
Glee Club Libr,"l.rian • 40 Industrial Arts Club • 38 
Commerce Club •39 Operett& •37 1 '39, 1 40 

BARBARA VAN HALST 14 BARB" 
Pet Peeve: Student teachers 
JJ1opoa1t1on: Depends on sur:roUft<l1ngs 
Ambition: ~o work on tne staff of the 'New 

York Sun11 

Glee Club 137 
Debating •3?, '38, '39 
Junior & Senior Plays 

H. E. Club '3'7, '38 
Class Prophesy •4o 

PEARL HARMON "BLtra EYES11 

Pet Peeve: Jealous people 
D1spos1t1on: Peace-loving 
Amb1t1ont To be a good homemaker 

H. E. Club '3?, '38, '39, '40 Glee Club '3?, '39, 1 40 
Commerce Club •39, t40 G1ee Club treasurer 1 39 
Commerce Club treasurer '40 Class Secretary-Treasurer 

MARY ELIZABETH SHIPLEY ~BETTY" 
Pet Peeve: Jealous people 
Disposition: Happy; stubborn 
Ambition: To be a good wife 

H. E. Club 1 37, '38, 1 39, '40 Glee Club '37, '38 

GERALD MILLER 
Pet Peeve: Being called Jerald 
Disposition: Solitary -

'3? 

Ambition: To have nothing to do but tend bees 
F. F. A. '37, 1 38, t39 Student Council '39 
Junior Play Class History 1 40 



~-. . .. ... 

DON CUD'. :-ORTH 
Pet Peeve: Hecklers 
Disposition: Varies 
Ambition:· To get through college 

Football '3?, 1 38, '39, '40 Glee Club '3?, '38 
Track '38, '39, '40 Tennis '38, '39, '40 
Basketball '37, '38, '39, '40 Junior Play 
Golf Athletic Association 

Class 'Nill 'Ll..:0 

ROB:::;;RT PHELPS "BOB 11
. 

Pet Peeve: Crabby people 
Disposition: Happy 
Ambition : To get s tead.Y work 

Band '3$; '39 · Operetta '40 
Go 1 f ' 38 , ' 3 9 , ' 4 0 

ANNE 11..'J~J)J:J"'BERG 
Pet Peeve: None 
Disposition: At~iable 
Ambition: To be a Chemist 

'38, ! 39 

Orchestra '39 · Assembly Comm. Sec 'y '39,' 40 
H. E. Club 1 37, ' 38 , '39, '40 Junior & Senior Plays 
H. E . Club President '39 Glee Club '37 
Assembly Co;11rrii ttee '31 , '40 Valedictorian '40 

TOM SHIELDS 
Pet Peeve: None 
Disposition: Carefree 
Ambition: To become as independent as possible 

Glee Club ' 37 , 1 38 Operetta ' 37 
Football ' 37 F.F.A. '37, ' 38 , ' 39 , '40 
Basketball 1 37 , '38 

CH.ill.LES STACK "CHUCK" 
Pet Peeve: None 
Disposition: Very good 
Ambition: To be a good pilot , and :;iaJrn lots 

of money 
Basketball '37, 1 38 , '39 
Track '38, '39 

Football ' 37 
F.F.A. '3?, ' 38, ' 39 

MARI.AN JJ:.i\N HOGLE 11JEAW' 
Pet Peeve: Conceited people 
Disposition: Irresistable 
Ambition: -To be a good homemaker 

Glee Club ' 37 , 1 39 , '40 Commerce Club ' 39 , ' 40 
Glee Club Sec 'y ' 40' Commerce Club Sec'y ' 40 
H. 2 . Club '37, '38, '39 Class Secretary '40 
H. E. Club Sec 'y '37 Senior Play 



KENNETH DAVIS '1KEN" 
Pet Peeve: Shaving so ot,ten 
Disposition: Fair , 
1\mbition: To be a good farmer or to play 

baseball in a good league 
F.F.A. '37, '38, '39, '40 Baseball '37, '38, '39,'40 
F.F.A. treasurer '40 

CONSTANCE HOKE "CONNIE 11 

Pet Peeve: Meddling teachers 
Disposition: Temperamental 
.Ambition: To be a nurse 

Library Club '3? Glee Club '39 
H. E. Play t33 Operetta '39 
Class Sec'y '37 Senior Play 
Dramatics Club '38 

DOROTHY HUBER "DOT" 
Pet Peeve: None 
Disposition: Happy-go-lucky 
Ambition: To be a good housekeeper 

Glee Club 1 36 CoI!lJ.~erce Club '39 

DUANE HONSOWETZ 
Pet Peeve: College prep 
Disposition: Semi-serious 
Ambition: To be a professional trapper 

F.F.A. '37, '38, '39 Baseball '38 
Band '38, '3~, '40 Junior Play 
Football 1 39, '40 



SJ.LUT_~TORY 

The Senior Class of 1940 vvishes to ·,re lcor.1e you to 
its comuencement exercises . As the ',\rord implies, vrn are 
com.111encinG• \Vha t each of us will ·be co:nr1encin3 'Nill be 
entirely up to us; some continuinG in school , others 
stnrtin3 in entirely new fields , s6roe varyin3 but little 
from their present pattern of life . 

For you who are a ttendin.:; this co1~.1ence.ment to feel 
that you are goin3 to Give these ane other ~raduates a 
hearty iiie lco.-;ie into their different surroundinr;s should 
produce n feeline; of Lnr::easurable satisfaction ; nore so 
if you can see direct results of your help . 

Students graduating in earlier d~ys had several 
OlJportuni ties rraitin::.; for them . :N'oi..'1 there may be o:;_;por ­
tuni ties but people need a little assistnnce in locatins 
them because they are increasin3ly hard to find . 

~Ul of you :J.re in clail'l contact 'Ji th the uorld of 
business ..:..nc1 c ;·.n see these opportunities . If yo\1 use 
these opportunities , fine; but not to enable someone 
to take advnnt~;e of them is indeed a nistake . 

To stifle the enthusiasra th~t these students are 
experiencing toni~ht, is the wrons thine to do ~nd to 
say that you received no help , 11hy should they? , is 
the vffonc; attitude to take . You n.ay sit dorm E~nd say , 
71 Let the ::;overn.ment tcJ.ke care of -:~·:ie.:·1 11 • T.>nt is the 
lazy way . True , the ::;overnment is doin.-:; all it c8.r.. , 
but it needs your su9port and every individual doing his 
part . Its such oppression0 that leads youn~ Arnericnns 
to radical thow;hts and to the p<lt.h of de .~radat ion whi ch 
so many younc; peo2_)le , in desparation , follm1 . 

The students of today are the lm11;1a.kers of tomor­
rovv . And education , .. whether it iay co >·,1e by experience 
or further school i n-;; , is still one of J~he best \12,ys to 
insure our civilization . 

For you to sive confidence and inspiration to the 
3raduate is to Bold the future citizen of the best na­
tion in the YJOrld. 



.. 
V.AL~DICTORY 

EDUCATION AND DEriIOCRACY 

For a decade the dehlocracy of the world has been 
confronted by a crisis, One of the major effects this 
crisis has had on the character ~nd policy of de:10cr~tic 
nations is the revival of nQtionalism and an increa sing 
awareness of the essentially de :i.ocr~tic thin.:;s . The 
inost i 21111ortant of these thinc;s is education, 

The purpose of sc~ools and education is to preserve 
the individual. Education alon3 any line must create 
in a person an awareness of himself . Avrtreness of one ­
self cert ,~ inly cannot be understood as mmreness of 
height and vveight, There is an aivo.reness of more fun­
damentals than that. 

The A·1ericans have been 0oin[; on novr for a -:i;ood many 
years takin3 )retty much everytli.in:_s in the way of f,OV­
errunent and de ·1ocracy for _r:rc.ntecl . That is because the 
individual freec10111, the theory of d.e:.nocra cy is natural 
to us . ':Ve have alvvays ha.d · it. ·rhen the United States 
of Ar:lerica was established , the cons ti tut ion granted 
freedom of speech, reli3ion , and press to its citizens . 
row everything so lon; taken for Granted is beinG chal­
lenged . We are forc ed to rethink the ~eanin3 of our 
goverru"lent • '. fe ho.Ve r~one Otl for years tl1inkin~; Of [jOV­

erm:1ent as a sort of' f3.ctu.o.l o.rr2.nr;e 0rnnt of mere conven­
ience. But now we f ind that goverm1ent in our de;~10cracy 
is instituted that we rJ.ay rec;ard ourselves as an indi­
vidual ~ore fully . 

The difference bet1 reen an educated and an uneducated 
person is not s. ;;1e re difference of one being ar'.led to 
make a livins and the other not. The educate~ person 
the world over is nov; r.1.ore 3.v11are of his inner self . 
This is amply indicated in the world today . The allies 
and the neutrals have been sloH to fi:;ht and unwilling 
to throv.r away democratic systems and ide2ls. They hnve 
been reluctant to adopt 1veapons, treacheri es , a nd the 
re3inental d iscipl ine of their op~onents . They hope-to 
create pe ~1ce by naintaining de::1ocracy a nd its ri ::shts. 

These countries hnve been educnted to democracy . 
They deny that the stat8 is e verything and the·individ­
ual nothinc; . · They believe , as we .Aneri cans do , that 
each person individually and severally is a great con­
sideration. Yet others believe that the state is·every­
thing . .Why? Because they ha ve not been educated; they 
are not aware of themselves as individuals. 



VALED ICTOHY (concluded) 

Because of this , we de:nocratic nations must not 
stop our education now. For our future safety we 
must keep on thinking and contributing our best thoughts 
and energies to bringing about de· iocracy in the whole 
world . 1.ie mti.st realize that educ ution improves and 
preserves it. 

Anne Mandenberg 



GIFTATORY 

Toni3ht brin~s our high school days to nn end . I 
mn sure you 1.'lill all cherish fond me '1ories of the plea­
sant tines you have had . To ma lrn these m.e:1ories even 
more real and lastin3 I wish to present each of you 
with a little gift. 

It wouldn't be Ruby Allen 1Ni tho1.1t re& hair, so to 
her we sive this bottle of red hair dye ---for her old 
ace . 

To I ~ar j orie Chapi~ian , our second 11Ann Pa~~e 11 and 
;'Ida Jean Kane ;r, v'Ie beque2th this box of bicc.rbonate · 
to r elieve her stomach after her 11well 11 planned meal. 

Seeing Wayne Ho~ce tries so very hard to grmv a 
mustc che, we would lil~e to present hi::n 1.vith one that 
will stay 1 Ji th .hin for a while . 

To Bob Phelps vvho y~ to own a new car we pre - ' 
sent this key Hhich belongs to a certain 19~1 Packard , 
ri1ore power to you to find the car. 

Tom Shields once said ar '11 ahvD}s be happy as 
long as I'm not broke'' seeing he takes this optimistic 
attitude i·Je : ive hLn. this pic;gie bank 'Tith a savin8s 
account attached . 

Since Esther Becker plans to attend college next 
fall-~-----here is a list of bachelors a t 1 Iestern 
State , Becky . 

To Dorthea Brown ·we present this cedar chest .. As 
long as she obtains this her outlook on the future will 
not be hopeless . 

Seeing l1Iurre l Lnrner simply adores red- --here is 
a red lantern to renind hh1 of Ruby . 

Anne Jliandenberc; , we hear they have no tardy slips 
in n.s .c. classes , so 1:1e would li!i:e to ~ivG you an 
alarn clock to chec~ upon your promptness . 

To 1'.:arian Hogl e , our recipe hunter----you :rnov1 
Mar ian hasn ' t been the same since the Ladies' Home Jour ­
nal has authorized thos~ delicious ~eals --ve would like 
to Give her a cook book . 

I ' m telling you , if you all don ' t know by now , 
that Barbara VanHalst is a great imitator. We would 
like to present her with this book of anima l and bird 
calls. 



GIFTATORY ( continued ) 

To :Uon Tyler , our ;re· ... t 2.tl1lete , we ~)resent this 
book of outdoor ~;c::.nes . I.' 1.1 su1~e he ' ll luve a. 11 jolleyri 
good time . 

1-Unong every ~~roul;) t:18ro is that certain touch of 
~laraour . To Charlotte Pase we s ive these a rtificial 
eyelashes . 

In our nidst we ha ve n future baseball )layer-­
to Kenneth Ikcvis v e ;)resent this pencil to sign a bi:; 
lea3ue contract . 

Robert r~CK-.lne has facin-JtJ.on for )Olicemen ; to 
hin He )resent this police bs.d.:~ e . 

'l'o Ruth IIosl::ins , our effi cient li "ttle secret'.lry , 
we ~ive this eraser for t y~ih3 errors . 

To Nate Greene , our future :lar ~18r of America , 'Ne 
present this chicken . This is one means of a ste.rt 
for tha t much longed for f2rm . 

Pearl Harmon alvmys wanted to build a house . To 
her we bequeath this set of l:rnildin3 blocks . 

, Everyone l:nows Bette hli nbus is alYvays missing the· 
bus , so to her ive _;:)re::rnnt this means of transportation , 
a bicycle . No reason why you should be cbsent now . 

Louise Van Dyke has a nania for poems . To her 111e 
g ive this book of v er se . 

Seeing·that Esther Whitmyer is a perfect whizz a t 
Bookkeeping , we wish to present her 111 i th a bottl e of red 
ink . Just in case it 3ets you in the r e d , throw it 
avvay . 

It is evident that Charles Stack is an up a nd com­
ing aviator so to · 11in .re ::; i ve this par a chute to use in 
case of energency . 

To Hod ·.Taters , our s ports ent·iUsi as·~ , •10 present 
this ping- pon r;; ball . If you can supply- a cou)le of 
paddles, a fast e;a ie of 1;in6 - ponr_; is in store for you . 

In hunting se&son Bob Hitchcock,,is nov-rhere to be · 
found but out in the oi1en spa ces tru. cldn-: dovm rabbi ts . 
Just in case his c;un ·groves use l ess , •.re ~Jresent hin1 
with this slin~- shot . 

To Donald Cud1ciortl1 , our Izzac Wal ton , we g ive this 
ruler so no _11ista~rns c.:i.n be riac1e when you have that fish 
on the hook . 



GIFTATORY ( concluded) 

To Gerry Schubel who plans to be a dra.~.ia tic actress , 
we present this picture of Shirley Tem)le . 

I am sure everyone has seen ";iore or less of Dorothy 
Huber ' s bis Oldsnobile . Just in case there comes a day 
\ilien she doesn ' t have it --here ' s so~ethins that will 
keep a mer.iory of it for her . 

To r:ary Ann Edgar we 3i ve this package of pancake 
flour . No rec.son why you should smu-:; ~;le pancs.~ces novf t 

Pauline LanG readily deserves this reporters ' tag . 
She ~eports all the news to the Stcte Journal . 

To Bette Shi27ley we ri resent this bath tub . Cay it 
recall many l)leasant menories . 

Though these [;ifts prove of little noney value , 
I'.lay they prove a ::;reat value to 'T our memories of our 
high school days at Okemos together . 

Connie Hoke 
Duane Honsowetz 



CLASS WILL 

Vle ; the Senior Class of Oke;-1os Hi :~h School , class 
of 1940 , beins sick of these boolcs , bordor11, .and bunk , 
but sound of mind and body , wish to beq_ueath our last 
vvi ll and testi.nony in the yec..r of our Lord , One Thou­
sand Nine Hunclred and Forty . 

I , Torn Shiel els , Wi l l my winnin:; s :1ile to I:~il ton r.:cKellan . 

I , Ruth Hoskins , will r1y position as the class •1r-iodel 
secretary 11 to Ruth Woodworth . 

I, Gerald Mille1~ , will my abilit~r as a 11master crafts­
man11 to Edward Smith . 

I, Wayne Hoke , 1vill my curlin_-::, iron to Frank Rogers . 

I , Connie Hoke , will i:1y tem)eramental attitude to 
Violet Richey . 

I , ~J:ary Ann Ed3ar , vrill r..iy amiable dis11osi ti on to Opal 
Hartin . 

I , Anne I11Ianc1enber g , will my marks to Ervvin Cooley . 

I , Ruby Allen , will my ability to 1rnep a steady boy­
friend to Jessie ~niot . 

I , Robert HcKane , vvil l my pres i dency to Ten.r:i le Tenny . 

I , Har jorie Christian , will my abil ity as a 11Ymrblerri 
to Norma Aldrich . 

I , Louise Van Dyke , o:rill my quiet , sentimental ways to 
Helen Stack . 

I , Pearl Harrwft , will ny ability to Get ny man to 
Esther Lar~dns . 

I , Don Cudworth , r'lill my ty:1in~; ability to Harian Edwards .. 

I , Rodney -\Taters , will !hy ability to get along wi th 
teachers to Hally Guile . 

I, Pauline Lang , will ny d i gnity to Letty Lou Travengo . 

I , Bette Hin~us ,, vdll ri1y "Kate Smith" ability and fi gure 
to Renee Scott . 

I , Bette Shipley , •Nil l my dancing ability and love for 
the Bath village to l~ry Cooper . 



CL\38 ' TILL ( concluded ) 

I, Darb'-:.ra Van Eal st , will nll my cooa. ho.bits to Grace 
Van Alstine . 

I, Tisther J3ecl:er , 1i1 i ll HY ability to :-;ct alone; with Mrs . 
Cl enov\T to Lois Jolley . 

I , Bob Phelps • will .:.;iy Model ;i_i\." to Ken HcI-Iannus . 

I, Charl otte Pa.::;e , ·will my ~;ift of :~ '-1b to Katherine r:i:rute . 

I , Dorothy Huber ·' ·1.Jil l 40 lbs , to Dale Burch . 

I , ~sther \lhitmyer , vdll !W lau:;h to Laura Hitchcock . 

I , Marian Hoc le , '<Iill ny love for chubby people to Tom 
Paton . 

I, Nate Greene , ·will ny athletic ability to Dan Hovanes i an . 

I, Robert Hitchcock , i:ril l my r;:;ood looks II to Lasrence 
Shepherd . 

I, Duane Honsowetz ; will ri1y ability to ~; 2t a Girl friend 
t o Berkley Edvrarcls . 

I, Charles Stack • nill r,iy ability to interrupt student 
council raeetin:;s with an airplane to Carl LaFar'je . 

I , Niarjorie Chapr1an , Hill :,1y mee~mess to Rex Brenner . 

I , Gerry Schubel ~ vvill ray frankne so to Nelson Davis . 

I , Don Tylor , will nothing to Nobody. 

I, Ken Davis , wi11 ·r:iy reputation as class :i·wooern to 
Orville Counterman . 

vVitnesses : 

Donald Cudworth 
Rodney Haters 



CENSUS OF 1J:lTET2:EN-FIFTY 

I, Barbara Van Halst , have been con.J.J.issioned by 
Roosevelt's fifth terru adli1inistration to read to you 
a revort on the 1950 census of the class of forty. 
This report has been carefully com) iled by Dorthea 
Brown , Nate Greene , and -·~iyself . 

RUBY ALLJ;N--LillNER , resident of Lansin.:;, mixing 
successfully tYm careers; that of instructor of a· 
oeauty acaden y , and ialdnG a hone for her husbcmd, 
Eurrel Larner, vJho is enployed at Oker:ios spraying 
trees. 

ESTIDR BECKER , successful career vrnman of Chi­
cago. Her profession is pl anning budgets for young 
newly 1rnds . 

DORTJ::EA BRO-JN--GREENE , R.D. ;}3 Lansing , married , 
wife of Nate Greene and .•11other of four· boys. Her 
husband is an experimental farner for the college. 

i1L.:illJORIE CHAPIIElJ , of Lansinc;, employee of the State 
Journal. She collects ads---help ·wanted , males only. 

DON CUDW6RTE, resident of Hollywood , sta r of two 
current hi ts,. "Tiicky I·Iousen a nd ;1Dead End Kids" . 
Tvvice arrested for Income Tax -Svasion ! 

MARJORIE CERISTIJ\J\T , metropolitan Primm.a Donna; 
lmown in private life as l 'Irs . Stcmley Pierce . 

KE:NNETH D; i.VIS, route #4, Mason ; Occupation-­
far ·.1er . Owner of a very modernly equi}.)pea. ·farm ; 
does most of his 1-10rk vd th a team of .mules . 

nARY J-\l\fJ'T E::::Gl\.R of Chica.::;o; enployed with a travel­
ing a~ency Hith a RE-ceeding salo.ry. 

PE) .. RL IL\Rl 'lOlJ--IIBFISER , citizen of Lansing; home­
mc.. ker , .r.iotller of two boys and three ~irls . 

·wAYNE HOIIB , Lansing, Mi chi;an. Clerk at the }~ar­
ket Basket ---confronted with the problem of how the 
holes get into Swiss Cheese. 

MARI.AN HOGLE of Lansing. Is said to have the 
world's 12rc est and r,1ost conplete collection of cook­
ing recipes ever knovm . She may be heard over the radio 
every I1'l.orning at ten o'clock on a local station , where 
she conducts a radio cooking class. 



CENSUS (continued) 

DU.AIJE IIOrs o;JI:TZ , vvorld ' s greatest animal trapper. 
His name ranks wi -~h Franl-c i3uck . He has recently in­
vented the latest thing in aouse tra ps . . . 

RUTH 30SICTFS , ·resident of St . Louis~ 
perfect secreto.ry , novv the perfect vrife . 
her boss . 

First, the 
She n1B.rried 

PAULINE LANG of Lansing; doing Civil Servi ce wor~i;: , 
active su)porter of the Old Age Pension • 

.Al<frE l :;,'l.l::i:J2F~-=:RG , now travelin3 in Europe . She is 
employed as ].:rs. Vander bilt's private interpretro of 
foreign languages . 

ROB~RT MCKANE , mayor of the tovm of Oke;~1os ; very 
famous spea::er---usually begins with ;iwell 11. 

GERALD HILLER of Hickory Corners, a quiet R:eeper 
of bees~ He s .J.ys it puts the 11 stinga into life. 

' . 
BETTE EIITGUS , resident of Ne1:ir York . Con merc1al 

artist for a lea ding laa.:;azine ; is s a id to be on n diet 
to ga in fifteen pounds . 

Cl-Lu"C?.LOTTE PAGE , author of the book, "WHY I LIVE 
ALOJ.iE :um DON t T LIKE IT 71 • She is now pla.Tin3 in a 
brondway hit , 11YOU C.'. uJ'T 'l:"'JCE IT \!I'TI: YOU ;1 • 

BOB PB.-:ELPS of T."Jalnut Hills Golf Course. He is 
enplo:1red there carinQ; for the c;rounds . Ee is the owner 
of a station wagon , in which he still hauls evary-
one around . 

G"8Riff SCHUB;:GL , li vine; in ChicaGO; · e;rea test drarnna ­
tist of the century; star of the pl ay , nwFL\T PRICE 
GLORY11

• 

ELIZAB:CTH SEIPLEY of St • . Johns, the mother of five 
boys and a leader in the Child Study Club of that com­
munity . 

THOEAS SHIELDS , resident of Detro it ; owner ·and 
m~naGer of Detroit ' s largest Burlesque Theater . 

CF .... ARLES ST~1.CK known as ;iceiling Zero a . He is the 
111.ivrong Way Corri c;an 11 of the century. 

DON TYLER 6f Okemos, employed at Brovm ' s Super 
Service Garage . 



CENSUS (concluded) 

LOUISE V!-1.F ffZKE, living in Lansins ---still sinc;ing 
noh Johnny 11 • 

RODHZ"Y ~fa.TZ:'.18 of New York. Is s a id to have ·taken 
the place of the once f amous sports commenta tor, 11 Clem 
} 1cCarthy 11 • 

~S'TIIB:!:t WHITHYER, resident of Lansing; chief oper­
ator of the Bell Telephone Company. 

CONNIE EOKE , citizen of Detroit; soul owner and 
opera tor of a thriving business, 71 The Holm Escort Burea u 11 • 

' 

DOROTirf IIDBER of Lansing , owner of today's fastest 
Oldsmobile. 

Barba r a Van Halst 
Dorthea Brown 
Nate Greene 



CLASS HISI10RY 

PR~SEl'TIFG T:~~ r' If:>TO'~Y 011' 7JI~ l8~1J: CLASS '"20 REC~GTI DI­
PLOMAS II~ I1HIS ~\unrrn;:--nff ;t ~ l t 

Gerald 1 ~ill er , 1:0 auline Lane, and iT.1.yself h.J.ve dUQ'.. here 
and there · findins interesting scoops about this 0roup . 
Of course, there have been many others on our class roll, 
but they proved to be only visitors, eoin3 elsewhere to 
continue t:1eir book-learnin~ . Tonic;ht I invite you to 
look back with·me on the events thnt have been ste~)ing 
stones to this, our graduation . 

When the doors of the :rold red brick 71 mvunc; open on 3ept . 
6 , 1927, a new life dawned in the existence of several 
of r.1y friends . Among t he 17 vricl..e-eyed babes who mar ch­
ed in to meet Miss Barr, their kinder~nrten teacher, 
were Mary Ann Edgar , our deservint;·salutntorian, ·Gerry 
Schubel , Tom Shields , Don Cudworth , :::tuth IIosldns , Marian 
I-Iogle , Pauline Lang, and Esther Hhitmyer. 

In the first grade no permanent additions were acquired , 
but it was during the second yeur that Barbara Van Halst 
and I joined the ranks. By the vvay, 1.'Ie: were the first 
class to initiate the nevv teacher, Miss Hull. That 
year marked the first real romance in our midst . How 
well 11e re~nenber :Miss Hull 's proble111s concerning those 
persistent ad.airers , Don Cudvmrth and Eary Ann ~dc;ar . 

No one else chose to stay with us until 1;.re became third 
graders . Then we wel comed our studious , book-loving 
valedictorian, Anne Eandenberg . 

Har jorie Chrj.stian and our red headed Ruby Allen were 
listed a~on~ our new co11ers in the fourth ~rade. I 
might add that }~rjorie left us , but , as the saying 
goes , bad )ennies always return----so she ' s here toot 

Nate Greene ansrrnrecl the 6th 0rade roll -call rrhich was 
in char~:;e of Liss Hiebling . rate left us for two years 
after that , but evidently he discovered that we weren't 
so bad after all, for here he is toniGht . 

The day we really arrived to stay on the third floor was 
certainly a joyous one. We really possessed the land--­
but not for long. Those much- older eighth graders soon 
punctured our false riride , and , ,_re were only 11 7 B babies 11 

• 

In that G R E A T B ·I G asse.n.ibly room we greeted. 
our new eighth graders , \'Janda Kaiser , Bette Shipley, 
Pearl Harmon , and Charlotte Page , our snappy Southerner. 



HISTORY (continued) 

The past was insi .::;nificant when ·vrn enrolled as the green­
est freshmen in e::x;istence. Now·, under the direction of 
our sponsor, Pliss Noble, we welcomed fourteen new ac­
quaintances who have stuck wi t b. us and are sraduatinrs 
here from O.H.S. They ·are Dorthea Brown, J\!arjorie 
Chap~nan, Kenneth Davis, Bob Eitchcock, Duane IIonsowetz 
nurrel Larner, Robert McKane, our president vii th the 
flashy blue trousers, Gerald I~ller, Bette 7linsus, 
Robert · Phelps, Don Tyler with the lone; m·-.reei")ing eye­
lashes, Louise Van Dyke, and Charles Stack. The girls 
weren't half as ridiculous looking as those made-up boys 
on the day of Freshmen Initiation, rrhe whole ordeal was 
fun, and I think v:re were all secretly disappointed that · 
the SophoCTores didn't administ er more torture that night. 

In the tenth grade our sponsor, Hrs. Clemow, took the 
reins and has since then tried to direct our ramblinG 
activities, Connie and 'Jayne Hoke joined our gang in 
the Sophomore year, but not until the last year did we 
have the opportunity to welcome Dorothy Huber and Rod­
ney Waters. Haybe we saved the best till the last---­
suppose???? 

Now you know" v\rhen these 34 members of the class of '40 
got tot;ether, so let me tell you about our activities. 
First, I would like to say that we, as a class, pride 
ourselves on being different, and introducing nevr ideas. 
That, along vvi th the vc.luable foresight of Hrs. Clemovv t 
has enabled us to do things without .;oin3 in the red 
financially. The fact is, we are finishing our senior 
year with quite a surplus. \"Je think that's something 
to brag about, don't you? 

School-mates first reco znized us because of . the G<lY and 
successful high school parties we sponsored, 

Our Junior year dawned and we suddenly came to the real­
ization that big thing were expected of us--so we got 
busy. Ri3ht away vm elected our · officers u ho vvere: 
P~ry Ed3ar, president; Don Tyler, vice-president; Esther 
Beckert secretary; Esther ·Jhi tmyer, treasurer; Gerald 
~~iller, student council representative; and Don Cudworth, 
athletic association member. In the sprin~ vre pre- ' 
sented under the direction of Ei ss Stark, the comedy, 
"Very Untruly Yours", starrinc; Don Cudworth, as the 
frantic young professor endeavoring to finish a maga­
zine feature story, and finally getting himself in jail 
to escape the turmoil of life, But alast all was in 
vain for Gerry Schubel acting the part of his future 
mother-in-law, Mrs• r.•iormonby, caught up with hir:1, The 
play was a success and plans were soon under way for a 



HISTORY (continued) 

grand Junior-Senior Banquet. The theme, L.Joonbeams , was 
carried out through the blue and silver decorations--and 
even the speeches. Following the dinner, students and 
friends danced to the tuneG of :Sob.Dyer's orchestra un­
der the beans of the moon overhead. 

Something nevir; something different --that was the spring 
election at which we chose our senior class executives~ 
The returns from the l'.lOlls 1,rere as follovvs: President , 
Robert ~lcKane; Vice-president, Hayne Hoke; Secretary, 
Marian Ho3le; Treasurer, Zsther Becker; Student Council 
representative, Pauline Lang; and Athletic .Association 
member, Gerry Schubel, who was later elected as presi­
dent of that organization. So ended a busy, eventful 
Junior year. 

The smmr1er passed and September rolled around--our last 
September in high school. The first thing was our senior 
party, a welcome to the freshmen. Cider and wafers 
served as refreshments---the cider beinc served from 
spigotted barrels. A good time was had by all, and the 
social whirl had begun. The next event on our calendar 
was the senior play. Spectators filled the auditorium 
to see the presentation of "Don't Darken My Door 11 • 

The stars were Barbara Van Hals.t assuming the role of 
Jane Perkins,·a writer of romance, and Robert McKane , 
our president,· as bachelor Roger Kent. Our last per­
formance given , we settled back to consider our last 
good times as dignified seniors at Okemos. 

The senior's hay ride of :March 16th turned out to be 
a hilarious fling and how we did stow away the chili 
at Christian's afterYrard t t&. 

To climax a very happy four years in hi~h school, the 
Juniors honored us at a lovely banquet with "Star Dust 11 

as its theme. Dancing to the music of Bob Coy's or-· 
chestra follovrnd a tasty dinner and a clever program. 
I am.• sure that this banquet will be one of the foremost 
among our happy memories of o.rr.s. 

This concludes the high-lights of our past. Now for an 
instant let me peep into our imrilediate future. The 
school board has been very generous in granting us the 
use of a school bus as a means of transportation to and 
from Detroit for our senior trip. ·~ 're anticipating a 
heap o' fun on our three day excursion to Niae;ara Falls 
whic'i. begins the morning of June 5. This trip includes 
a day at Niagara and two nights on a large D & C boat, 
spending the remaining time in Detroit---perhaps taking 
in a Tiger ball game . 



HISTORY (concluded) 

It ' s been a plea,Sl.\re lookin3 back y.Ji th you on the high­
spots of our school life, but now· the experiences of 
our high school days are behind us . :.1/e have -the future 
to loo~ : to , dim as it mCJ.y s eem to sou e of us . But with 
our ambitions and hopes we ' re determined to .r:ieaS"lire up 
to our motto , i'ONWARD .c"WD UPVv.ARD 11

• 

Pauline Lang 
Estlier Becker 
Gerald Miller 

! .. 




