
Helen Irene Smith, daughter of Bert (1881-1963) and 
Jennie Louise (Martin) (1889-1971) Smith, was born 25 
July 1910, Hillsdale County, Michigan.  After high school 
graduation in 1928, Helen was working as a 
stenographer when she married Donald Hicks Davis. 
 
Don was born 21 January 1910, Columbus, 
Bartholomew County, Indiana.  He was employed as a 
waiter when he married Helen 26 March 1932, Lansing, 

Ingham County.  Unfortunately, the couple lost 2 sons during the first few 
years of their marriage. 
 
A World War II Draft Registration, dated 16 October 1940, described Don 
as 6" 1 1/2" tall with brown eyes, brown hair and a light complexion.  He 
was employed by Michigan State College.  The Lansing State Journal listed 
Don's draft number as 3770.  
  
With a wife and 2 small sons at home Don entered World War II as a 
Private serving with US Army, Company F, 110 Infantry, 28th Division.  He 
was shipped out and into the heavy 1944 autumn season fighting around 
Aachen, Germany.  According to Wikipedia's description of the Battle of 
Aachen: "The American replacement system, which focused on quantity 
over quality, ensured that the majority of fresh troops reaching the front 
lines were not properly trained for combat.  It was not unusual for half of a 
unit's replacements to become casualties within the first few days of 

combat. These tremendous frontline losses required ever-more 

troops to be fed into the fighting; for instance, a freshly 
reinforced battalion of the US 28th Infantry Division was 
immediately thrown into direct assaults against Aachen to 
buttress the depleted US 1st Infantry Division during the 
final stages of the battle on 18–21 October." 
 
Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Sunday 3 December 1944 

     On November 24, the day after word came from the 
war department telling of the death of her husband in a 
Belgian hospital, Mrs. Helen Davis, 136 Milford street, East 
Lansing, gave birth to a son at the Edward W. Sparrow 

Lansing State Journal, 
November 24, 1944 



hospital.  The baby weighed 8 pounds 5 ounces.  He has been named 
William Joseph.  Pvt. Donald H. Davis, who for six years was a desk clerk at 
the Michigan state college Student Union building, was seriously wounded 
in fighting around Aachen, Germany.  There are three other children, 
Donald H. Jr., Bernard and Bruce. 
 
Don's body was not returned to the US until 1949 when he was interred in Evergreen 

Cemetery, Lansing, Michigan.  Yes, Don died in '44 but after the war family had, in many 

cases, the option of bringing their boy home.  Because Don died in a hospital in Belgium and 

was absolutely identified, he must have been "temporarily" interred with option after the 

war ended.  I've included the form for headstone that Helen Davis signed. 

 

Sherrie Paty Barber, Class of 1966.   

 
 
Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Friday 8 April 1949 

 
SOLDIER'S FUNERAL WILL BE SATURDAY 
     Military funeral services for Pvt. Donald H. Davis, 34, of 136 Milford st. 
who was killed in action at Liege, Belgium, (Don died in a hospital in 



Liege), Nov. 6, 1944, will be held from the Gorsline-Runciman funeral 
home at 2:30 p.m. Saturday.  Rev. Kenneth 
Eyler of the Wesleyan Methodist church will 
officiate.  Interment will be in Little Arlington 
at Evergreen cemetery.  Pallbearers will be 
Emery Foster, Robert Herron, Gilbert 
Hammond, Harold Hatt, George Rafferty and 
Michael Dmochowski.  Military services will be 
in charge of Maurice Harvey Dixon Post No. 
12. 
 
Helen went back to college in 1946 and 
graduated from Michigan State College in 
1953.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She was a grandmother when 
she began teaching Art and 
Vocal Music at Okemos during 
the 1953-1954 school year.  
After a nearly 30 year career 
of teaching (19 at Okemos) 
she retired in 1981. 
 

Lansing State Journal, April 7, 1949 

Lansing State Journal, June 3, 1953  Helen is dressed for 
graduation ceremonies and finishing the household vacuuming! 



Helen in 1982 spoke of the day she received news of Don's death.  
 
Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) Sunday 30 May 1982  

     Helen Townsend, of Stockbridge, watched the ceremony, as Gold and 
Blue Mothers, whose sons were wounded or killed in action, placed wreaths 
at the base of the monument.  Marine reservists fired a rifle salute after 
speeches and prayers. 
     Townsend's first husband, Donald Davis, was killed in Germany in 1944.  
She found out the day before her fourth son was born. 
     "I'll never forget it," said Townsend who lived in East Lansing and 
taught at Okemos High School for 19 years. 
     "The Lord...and a lot of wonderful friends helped me (get through the 
loss)" she said.  "My husband wrote home just before he died: 'I don't 
know why I'm over here.  I'm not mad at anybody.' " 
On 27 December 1971 Helen married widower Loal W. Townsend.  Loal, a 
farmer, was born 4 March 1918, Ingham County.  The couple would 
celebrate 40 years of marriage before Loal passed away 18 April 2011.  
        
Helen, at the great age of 101, died 15 January 2012. 
 
Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge, Michigan 

 
Helen I. Townsend 
Helen I. Davis Townsend of Chelsea, formerly Stockbridge, MI, age 101, 
passed away on Sunday, January 15, 2012 at the Chelsea Retirement 
Community. She was born on July 25, 1910 in Hillsdale County, the 
daughter of Bert and Jennie (Martin) Smith.  
Helen graduated from Lansing High School in 1928 and was a grandmother 
when she received her Master’s Degree from Michigan State University. 
She taught Art and Music at Okemos High School, retiring in 1981. She 
belonged to the Who’s Who Organization of American Teachers and was a 
member of the Stockbridge United Methodist Church.  
Surviving are three children: Bernard Davis, Bruce (Esperanza) Davis, and 
William (Frances) Davis, all of Florida; one daughter-in-law, Patty Davis of 
Cape Cod, MA; her step-children: Diane (Thomas) Voss of Arizona, Janice 
Campbell of Ypsilanti, and step-daughter-in-law, Kathleen Townsend of 
DeWitt; her extended family: Elaine Bunker of Dansville, Dorothy Humrich 
of Fowlerville, Geraldine Battige of Florida, Wynn Boyce of Stockbridge, 



Bonnie Scripter of Laingsburg, and Daniel Waltz of Mason; many 
grandchildren; numerous great-grandchildren; and several great-great-
grandchildren.  
She was preceded in death by her first husband, Donald H. Davis; her 
second husband, Loal W. Townsend; two infant sons, Warren Joseph Davis 
and Russell Edward Davis; her son, Donald Davis, Jr.; two step-sons, Cleo 
Townsend and Wendell Townsend; and a step-granddaughter, Nannette 
Dahlgren. She was also preceded in death by her extended family 
members: Howard Townsend, Rex Townsend, Helen Sharland, Mary Louise 
Boyce, Evadene Sommer, Charles Galbreath, Ralph Galbreath, Mae Marie 
Waltz, and Roland Townsend.  
Funeral Services will be held on Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 
from the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge with Rev. Cathy 
Rafferty officiating. Expressions of sympathy may be made to the 
Stockbridge United Methodist Church. The family will receive friends at the 
funeral home on Wednesday from 5-6 p.m 
 
 
 
 
 
Career highlights of Helen Davis, Art Teacher at Okemos High School 

 

 

1957 Okemos Tomahawk 

1956 Okemos Tomahawk 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In the 1955-1956 school 

year, Helen formed the Art 

Club and the performance 

vocal group called 

“Okjicholiers”.  The vocal 

group is now known as the 

“Someko Singers”. 

 

 

 

 

1957 Okemos Tomahawk Yearbook 
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Helen I. Davis 

Townsend, Okemos Art 

Teacher, passed away on 

Sunday, January 15, 

2012 at age 101. 
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