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 The Truth Well Told: The Independent 
halts publication after 62 years 

By Dana Martinez
Staff writer

dmartinez@gallupindependent 

 GALLUP —   After 62 years of re-
porting under its creed, “The Truth 
Well Told,” The Gallup Indepen-
dent has printed its last publication 

Saturday. A combination of financial hardship 
and sustained declines in subscriptions and 
advertising over recent months led to the paper 
folding after years of coverage on local sports, 
governments, tribal governments, education, 
crime, and people.

Independent Publisher Robert “Bob” 
Zollinger said he hopes The Independent will 
be remembered for living up to its creed.

“I hope people look back and say The 
Independent was an unbiased source of news 
for this area, that it was the truth well told,” he 
said.

Disbelief
Independent employees expressed disbe-

lief and dismay. Second-generation employee 
Peggy Menapace, who works in the same 
position that her mother Margaret Palochak 
worked in, said: “My mom was here when they 

hand [before that], no memory, you had to look 

sad part.” 

occasional typos, “According to Mr. Z [John 
Zollinger], he said we deliberately keep errors 
because people really like looking for those 

things, and we try to keep everybody happy.”
John Zollinger died on Sept. 14, 2007, after 

a long illness. And Bob Zollinger took over 
the paper in 1984, two decades after his family 
acquired it.

Bob prioritized keeping readers and long-
time subscribers happy. Recently, following 

subscriber complained about not seeing the 
TV guide for Tuesday and requested that it be 

were made to consistently publish Scoreboard 
in the sports section of the paper.

Christina Tsosie/Independent 

Darien J. Watchman/Independent 

The Independent folds

See The Independent, Page 5

By Vida Volkert
Staff writer

GALLUP – Upon learning 
The Gallup Independent was 
shutting down for good, Reed 

Fe to Gallup to visit Publisher 
Bob Zollinger at his office 

was the editor of the Gallup 
Independent from 1983-1989.

“I appreciate Bob,” said 

dedicated themselves to this 
newspaper, to this community. 
They believe in Gallup. They 
believe in the newspaper,”

the community has lost an 
advocate and voice with the 
closure of the newspaper. The 
news of the closure however 
does not come as a surprise 
because he and Zollinger 
have been in contact all 

provided guidance and men-

Christina Tsosie, who took on 
the job of managing editor in 
September 2021.

Tsosie, who had been 
county government reporter 
and a copy editor prior to be-
ing nominated to the manag-
ing position by her colleagues 
at the paper, said it has been 
an intense run. Working 
through the COVID-19 Pan-
demic, despite closures and 
health risks, the newsroom 
continued providing coverage, 

every day.

vided guidance needed to take 

learning on the job. Tsosie said 
coverage on local elections, 
McKinley County Schools Dis-
trict and the local crime scene 

contributions the newspaper 
provided to the community. 
She said despite the growing 
challenges, she encourages 
younger generations to venture 
into journalism.

“The work is never done, 
and this profession demands 
a strong commitment to truth 
and fairness,” she said. “But 

can provide exposure, help a 
cause, shed light on a struggle 
or triumph, or maybe allow 

ently, then I feel we have done 
our job. I am going to miss the 
newsroom and the daily dead-
lines that seemed to never end. 

is folding. What a loss.”

Impact

the most important stories 

Independent 
reflects on 
challenges, 
years 
of service 

By Kathy Helms 
Special correspondent 

GRANTS – When Presi-

Beautiful Bill was enacted 
on Inde-
pendence 
Day 2025, 
former 
uranium 
workers, 
commu-
nities 
impacted 
by Manhat-
tan Project 
waste, and 
persons living downwind 
from atomic tests celebrated. 
Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., had 
secured the largest expansion 

sure Compensation Act.

delegation – Sens. Martin 
Heinrich and Ben Ray Lujan, 
along with Reps. Teresa Leger 
Fernandez, Melanie Stans-
bury and Gabe Vasquez – all 
Democrats, toed the party 
line. They voted against the 

alone.
How could Democrats face 

the people who put them in 

they had alleged might take 
away the income or health 
care of those same constit-
uents while delivering tax 
breaks to billionaires? They 

 Lawmakers, 
grassroots 
gear for sequel 
to radiation 
compensation 
bill 

By Jody Wilson
Diné Bureau
jwilson @gallupindependent.com 

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. 
– Twelve-year-old Navajo ven-
triloquist Natalia Fawn Begay 
never expected a school proj-
ect to land her on the floor of 
the Navajo Nation Council 
much less with a certificate 
honoring her for uplifting 
youth and preserving the 
Navajo language. But that is 
exactly what happened when 
Council Delegates recognized 

for her growing impact as a 
young performer and cultural 
ambassador.

“I was nervous and I was 
really proud of myself,” Be-

I would get this far with my 
ventriloquism.”

Last month, Begay inter-
viewed Delegate Rickie Nez 
by phone for her school project 
about Navajo Nation Council 
delegates. Out of that interac-
tion and the fact that she had 

nized before, Nez initiated 
having her recognized by the 
Navajo Nation Council with 

sion, Nez introduced Begay: 
“Here is a young lady from 
the great Navajo Nation that 

 NN Council 
recognizes
young Diné
ventriloquist 

Josh Hawley

By Dana Martinez
Staff writer
dmartinez@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   The McKinley 
County Board of Commissioners 
welcomed $1.8 million payment 

regular meeting on Tuesday. The 
sum included $449,000 for Gallup 
McKinley County Schools. 

County Finance Director Sara 
Keeler presented the two sums in 
budget resolutions. She explained 
that the sums are two years worth of 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes payments 
that are given to the county from 

trial Revenue Bond (IRB) in place. 

Keeler added that the payment is 
higher as it is two years worth of 
payments. 

The IRB states that the coun-
ty will be paid PILT in the same 
amount every year for 10 years. 

how the company is held account-
able when they get into arrears 
with payments. County Manager 
Anthony Dimas Jr. explained that 
the bond council is in charge of 
the collection, but he and Keeler 
received calls from the school 
district inquiring where the funding 
was. Keeler said the bond council 
wants the county to send a bill next 
year and that it will be a task in the 
budget being created next month. 

Keeler expects to start sending in-

2026 for the full amount, and once it 
is received they will give the school 
district its portion.

Raptor Drone Team 
Annual Report 

2025 report on the Remote Aircraft 
Photography Thermal Imaging 
Observation Response Team (RAP-
TIOR), better known as the raptor 

use of its drone for the year . 

Berry explained that in 2023 

drones using federal grant program 
funding from the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security. The program 

set of operating guidelines, which 
included rules of transparency to 

annually before Jan. 31 for the pre-
vious year. The report was complet-
ed on Jan 8. 

The drone saw a total of 26 
deployments in 2025, an increase 
of three from 2024. The drone was 
used in responding to 26 incidents, 
or had 26 deployments in 2025. 
There were 23 deployments in 2024. 
There were eight training exercises, 

six search and rescue, two public 
awareness, four planned public 
events, two uses for planning and 
mapping and two law enforcement 
support deployments. Of these 16 
were within the City of Gallup, 
three were in Red Rock Park and 
the rest were at county facilities 
including county rescue training 
grounds. 

The raptor team has seven mem-
bers, from three county agencies: 

and Rescue and the Gallup Fire 
Department. The team has two 
members who are FAA remote pilot 
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Navajo ventriloquist Natalia Fawn 
Begay poses for a photo with her 
parents and puppet Grandma Sarah 
Yazzie Benally in this Tuesday photo. 

-
ognition from the 25th Navajo Nation 


