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Football Monday

See page 4 for a truly
fascinating story about
Minkah Fitzpatrick.

3 things we learned from Hudson County Interscholastic
League football in Week 5
By Braulio Perez | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
on October 13, 2015 8:20 AM

……..3 - No hangover for Prep
St. Peter's Prep entered the weekend fresh off a bye week. Prior to the bye, the Marauder
suffered a disappointing loss to St. John Bosco at Don Bosco Prep. It looked like Prep
had a strong week of practice, though, showcasing their typical dominance in a 56-0
victory over Ferris. In the win, Damion Abrams, Sa'id Boykin, Malcolm Brunson, Maasai
Maynor and Chris Shaw all recorded rushing scores for the Marauders.

Hurricane Irene not enough to prevent Minkah Fitzpatrick
from shining at Alabama
By Braulio Perez | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
on October 06, 2015 10:52 AM
When football fans across the country watch Alabama defensive back Minkah Fitzpatrick
make plays, it's tough to fathom that he's only a true freshman.
In the Crimson Tide's 38-10 victory over
Georgia on Saturday, the New Jersey native
recorded four tackles, one sack and scored
a touchdown on a blocked punt.

Fitzpatrick has been electric in his
first four games with Alabama, no
question, but it hasn't come without
working his tail off to get where he is
today. This includes busting his hump
while at St. Peter's Prep for four
years, all while dealing with plenty of
adversity off of the field.
In an article written by Matt Zenitz,
AL.com highlights Fitzpatrick's
struggles, which included a major
setback for his family during
Hurricane Irene in August of 2011.
During that storm, water from nearby rivers made an unwelcome appearance
inside the home and an electrical panel blew up inside. The house was
condemned, and the Fitzpatrick's were essentially left homeless, Zenitz wrote.
Fitzpatrick, a freshman for the Marauders at the time, would go to football
practice, then arrive home late in the evening and help his father with some
repairs around their home in Old Bridge, which was heavily affected by the
storm.

"It was hard for him to focus on school and football while we were going
through what we were going through," Minkah Fitzpatrick Sr. told AL.com. "He
felt bad because he was thinking about us. He was thinking about us and the
situation and everything. But we told him, 'Your mother and I, we're going to
get through it. Try not to let the situation take your focus away or take your
drive away.’"
But since that storm, things have only gotten better for Fitzpatrick and his
family. The Fitzpatrick's have since moved back into their old home and have
been able to watch their son make play after play for the No. 6 Crimson Tide.
"Minkah's done a
really good job for
us," Saban told
AL.com. "He's a good
player. He's only going
to get better and
better and better as
he gets more
experience.
"The more reps he
gets and the more
recognition he has, I
think he has a really
good ability to make
plays. He's very
instinctive, and we're
excited about where
he is, and we're
hopeful that he's
going to continue to improve and continue to develop and be a real sort of
staple in our defense.”

Inside Minkah Fitzpatrick's rise from 'peanut butter room'
to one of Alabama's top young players
The "peanut butter room" inside St. Peter's Preparatory School in New Jersey is
for students who can't afford school lunches.
While others have normal meals, these kids eat peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches prepared by one of the
Catholic school's pastors.

One of Alabama's top young
players — freshman cornerback
Minkah Fitzpatrick — utilized
that room all four years of high
school at St. Peter’s.
Hurricane Irene changed
everything for Fitzpatrick, his
family and many around New
Jersey in late August 2011.
Four years later, Fitzpatrick's
family is still working through
financial and house-related
issues stemming from the
damage caused.
Teammates and coaches at
Alabama have regularly
commended Fitzpatrick for his maturity, focus and work ethic — characteristics
that have helped him make an uncommonly significant early impact as a
defensive back for the Tide.

Following a pass breakup vs. the Badgers, well-known ESPN college football
analyst Kirk Herbstreit said of Fitzpatrick
on the broadcast, "He's the next great
one."
If Fitzpatrick should go on and star at
Alabama and eventually make it in the
NFL, he has talked playfully with his
mother about plans for the "peanut
butter room" at St. Peter's.
"Minkah and I," Melissa said, "joke all
the time, 'If we ever get rich, that room
is going to be like the place. That room
is going to be like Domino's and Pizza Hut and everything else."

