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Football Monday

No. 6 St. Peter's Prep bounces back, defeats Seton Hall Prep 33-10
By Jason Bernstein | For The Jersey Journal
on September 19, 2015 8:35 PM, updated September 20, 2015 6:18 PM

For many of the talented, yet young players on the St. Peter’s Prep roster, last week’s loss
at Bergen Catholic served as the first significant case of adversity they have faced on the
gridiron.
For St. Peter’s Prep, No. 6 in the NJ.com Top 20, Saturday’s 33-10 victory over Seton Hall
Prep might not have featured the crispness that the team and head coach Rich Hansen
would find ideal. But it did represent a sign of continued improvement as well as a strong
response after last week's defeat.
“Whenever you lose, the next game is really, really important for a lot of reasons. But
when it’s early in the year, it’s especially important, especially with a young team,”
Hansen said. “I was very happy that the young guys took a step and that’s what it’s going
to be about. Everybody’s taking a step to try to get better.

“We didn’t talk about winning today, we talked about taking the next step, maturing
and making less mistakes.”
The Marauders found themselves in an
early 7-0 hole after Connor Merklinger’s
2-yard touchdown run. Despite the
early deficit, Hansen didn’t see the kind
of meltdown he watched a week ago.
Instead he saw a more composed unit
that was able to turn to its veteran
playmakers to get back in the game.
Boston College-bound K.J. Gray caught
a Johnathan Lewis pass over double
coverage for a 17-yard touchdown to tie
the game 1:49 into the second quarter.
Then senior running back Sa’id Boykin
added rushing touchdowns of 19 and
59 yards, allowing the Marauders to take a 21-10 lead into intermission.
“We just went back to the drawing board,” said Gray, whose interception of a
Cameron Carti pass set up Boykin’s first TD. “We had to get past that tough loss.
We just have to keep our heads up and stay motivated. That’s what got us through
today.”
Gray (2-for-81 receiving) and Kolton Huber (5-for-115) showed in the second half
why they are one of the state’s best pass-catching tandems.
Freshman signal caller Maasai Maynor connected with Huber on a 16-yard slant to
make it 26-10 late in the third quarter. Maynor and Gray put the exclamation point
on the Marauder victory when they teamed up for a 64-yard touchdown with 5:17
remaining.
Maynor completed 3-of-4 passes for 91 yards and added three carries for 45 yards.
Lewis, a junior and first-year starter, completed 9-of-17 attempts for 163 yards.

“A lot of times when you look at two quarterbacks that are starters or potential starters, it’s
a negative,” Hansen said. “To me, I’m excited about it because they compete all week and
they’re best friends. They pick one another up and understand what we’re trying to do with
both of them.”
Boykin left the game in the third
quarter with what Hansen
described as a mild shoulder
injury, but not before rushing for
125 yards on 15 carries.
After scoring on its first drive,
Seton Hall Prep (2-1) was limited
to just a field goal as it played
without Princeton-bound QB Zach
Keller, who injured his right
thumb in the first quarter. Miles
Strickland intercepted a pass and the Marauder defense collected three sacks and
constantly pressured Carti (13-of-28, 119 yards), who came in for Keller.

***

Things we learned from HCIAL football in Week 2
By Braulio Perez | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
on September 22, 2015 8:14 AM,

Prep's oﬀense back on track:
After a sluggish first two weeks on offense, St.
Peter's Prep returned to its usual self in a
contest vs. Seton Hall Prep on Saturday. The
Marauders had little trouble taking down the
Pirates in a 33-10 final. In that game, KJ Gray
and Holton Huber both had big games. Gray,
who is headed to Boston College, finished with
two receptions for 81 yards and two
touchdowns. Huber added five receptions for
115 yards and a score. The Marauders' offense
will need to be at its best this weekend, as the
team will face St. John Bosco (Calif.) at 5:30
p.m. on Saturday at Don Bosco Prep.
***

By Braulio Perez | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
on September 14, 2015 10:24 AM, updated September 14, 2015 10:50 AM

In college football, things can change dramatically in a split second.
Entering the season, St. Peter's Prep alum and Notre Dame freshman quarterback Brandon
Wimbush was expected to redshirt. The third-string quarterback, Wimbush was set to spend his
first year in South Bend learning the system behind starter Malik Zaire and backup DeShone
Kizer.
However, there's been a major change of plans.
On Saturday, Zaire suffered a broken ankle after he got caught under a defender in the third
quarter of Notre Dame's 34-27 victory at Virginia. Zaire had successful surgery, but will be lost
for the remainder of the season.
With this, Kizer is now Notre Dame's starting quarterback, but that means Wimbush is now the
team's backup and his redshirt has come off.
“Brandon is next in line,” Notre Dame coach Brian Kelly told the media following Saturday's
win. “His package would be a little more limited but he’s got some real high end skills. He’s got
an incredibly strong arm, very athletic. We think there are some things that he can do to help
us. We’ll play him if we need to.”

According to Tom Loy of 247Sports, the plan is for
Wimbush to play this season, but stay on the sidelines
next fall.
"Wimbush will be the No. 2 quarterback, as expected,
but this changes Notre Dame's plan for 2016," Loy wrote
on Sunday. "Assuming Kizer remains healthy for the
remainder of the season. Irish247 has learned that for
the moment, the plan is to redshirt Wimbush next
season if Kizer remains the No. 1 quarterback through
2015 and Zaire makes the full recovery he's expected to."
Ranked four stars by several recruiting
services, Wimbush was a highly touted
prospect out of St. Peter's Prep last
season. As a senior in the fall of 2014,
Wimbush put up gigantic numbers,
throwing for 3,187 yards and 37
touchdowns. He added 723 rushings
yards and nine more touchdowns.

