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BASEBALL

Senior Mohammed Jafar

Senior TJ Ward

St. Peter's Prep baseball to lean on returning core
for leadership in 2014!

!

By Brandon Gould/Jersey Journal!
on March 28, 2014!

!

Amid the names and numbers that filled his scorebook a year ago, St. Peter’s Prep coach Pat
Laguerre has used this preseason to focus on the ones of who will lead the next class of Marauders.!

!

Pushing past a talented senior class that carried Prep to the Non-Public, North A semifinals last
season, the fourth-year coach is now eyeing the likes of seniors T.J. Ward, Mike Cirilo and Vinny Sita,
as well as juniors Corey Caddle, Kyle Bowes, Mike Marino and Dan Cooney, to take the torch and
carry a young Marauder squad in 2014.!

!

“Losing (13 guys) can make you a little nervous, but this is where you rely on the kids who played last
year – the Wards, the Bowes, the Cooneys, the Caddles,” said Laguerre, who guided Prep to a county
title last year. “I think those guys will be challenged this year, but I think they’ll respond well.”!

!

Ward will be the headliner of that bunch after a 2013 campaign which saw him selected to the First
Team All-Hudson and Second Team All-Non-Public squads. The senior shortstop is headed to the
University of Hartford to play baseball next year.!

!

“We know what T.J. is going to be on the field and I think he understands now that he needs to take a
more active role and more ownership of the team,” said Laguerre. “He’s going to be the one to set the
table for us and he’s embraced that role.”!

!

For Ward, the biggest aspect as the go-to guy for the Marauders this preseason has been to acclimate
some of Prep’s younger players to the nuances of the varsity level, including the pace of play and the
thinking that goes into certain situations.!

!

“I’ve been lucky to have strong senior leadership in the past, so it’s been fun to take over that role and
show the younger guys some things,” said Ward, who went 2-for-3 in last year’s county title game.
“They come up to me with questions after every game and every practice and I think they’ll pick things
up as we go along and we’ll have a good season.”

However, Ward isn’t alone in bringing the new guys into the fold, as the Marauders’ junior class also
brings back a wealth of experience and talent.!

!

Caddle, who will play center field and pitch this year, was honored as a Third Team All-Hudson selection
in 2013, while Bowes (left field), Marino (second base) and Cooney (closer) all provided valuable
innings for a Prep team that went 26-4 and finished No. 6 in the state.!

!

“I’m going to take a lot of the responsibility as the shortstop and returning guy, but I don’t feel much
added pressure at all coming into this year,” said Ward. “Guys like Caddle, Bowes, Marino and Cooney
are going to be a big part of our team, play every day and produce even more than they did last year.!

!

“Their play is going to be pretty important this year and I know they’re ready for it.”!
On the mound, Prep will be tasked with replacing Ryan O’Connor (Second Team All-State), Anthony
Pacillo (Second Team All-Non-Public) and Ryan Finn (Second Team All-Hudson). In addition to Caddle,
Laguerre hopes to use juniors Joe Kopacz, Antonio Velardi, Anthony Colegrove and Stephen Kellner as
well as sophomore Nick Cerbone to fill those voids.!

!

St. Joseph (Mont.) transfer Nick Camilleri will manage that staff, taking over behind the dish for the
Marauders.!

!

While a lot of those names lack the fanfare of the ones they are replacing, Laguerre still believes that
Prep can expect to have a strong year in 2014, starting with a contest against Marist on Tuesday, April
1.!

!

“Even though the cast of characters is different, this team isn’t depleted in terms of talent, so I haven’t
preached anything different this year and the expectations are going to be the same,” said Laguerre.
“It’s going to take a little bit of time to get experience and there will be some tough periods and some
adjustments, but I expect us to hit the ground running.!

!

“I’m just hoping to stay healthy, stay together and let our talent dictate where the season is going to take
us.”

Junior Anthony Duran

Junior Nick Camilleri

Juniors Nick Camilleri (right) and Anthony Duran (left)

Senior TJ Ward (right) with teammates Nick
Camilleri (center) and Anthony Duran (left)

Introducing our new ’62 Commissioner of Baseball!

!

The Honorable!

!

*** Pete Kocmalski ***!

The Commissioner will be posting comments here from time to time,
and he invites comments from members of the Class.

From the Shore to The Show!
Posted Friday, March 28, 2014 09:21 AM from 24.38.214.79 !

!

The Lakewood Blue Claws are a minor league affiliate of the Philadelphia Phillies, competing in the
(low) Class A SAL league. The Claws have played in Lakewood since 2001 and, in that time, 57
Lakewood players have made it to The Show. In baseball, the big leap in talent is to the Bigs; the
talent levels in the minor leagues, from A to AAA, are closer than you would think. Here's a link to a
list of those who made it, if only for a cup of coffee.!

http://atmilb.com/1jUdWIz!
I have seen many of them, but my favorite is Josh Outman. Is that a great name for a pitcher, or
what? He, Matt Maloney and Carlos Carasco were the mainstays of the rotation in 2006 and,
behind them, the Claws waltzed to the SAL title. !
When I saw Jason Donald play a few games, I thought he would eventually be the successor to
former MVP Jimmy Rollins at SS for the big club, but he went to Cleveland in one of the Cliff Lee
deals (there were two). But Donald does have a claim to fame: he was the batter incorrectly called
safe to spoil Detroit Tiger pitcher Armando Gallaragga's perfect game with 2 out in the 9th.

With Lakewood, Ryan Howard only hit 19 dingers in a 140 game season, then hit 58 in his MVP year
with the Philz and almost 200 in 4 seasons. First Energy Park is actually a tougher place to hit one out
than Citizens Bank Park, but still. Go figure. After seeing him a few times in Lakewood, we (Biff, Jeff
and I -- my Monmouth Park crew) all thought he might make it. !
We saw 2008 World Series MVP Cole Hamels and Gavin Floyd once each -- we had no doubt about
them. Then there was Eugenio Velez. He was in for a playoff game with a Giant affiliate in the fall of
2006. When we watched him, we thought WOW !!!. Velez was the 2006 SAL MVP and by May of the
following year, he was playing LF for the San Francisco Giants.!
I was at a game against a team in the Astros organization and their third baseman was Roger
Clemens's son. Clemens had pitched for the Yankees a day or two earlier and he got permission not to
dress for the Evil Empire. Instead, he humped out to Lakewood to see sonny. So Rog was in the
house. Young Clemens reminded me a lot of myself as a ballplayer-- he couldn't field and he certainly
couldn't hit. I think he was on the roster only in deference to his dad.!
It's been fun for me to watch the Claws and play scout and try to guess who among them was a future
Major Leaguer.!
So why should you care about any of this drivel ?!

You'll find out soon enough...........

Baseball Memories!

!
Captured from the Ken Burns
Documentary!

!

“Baseball”

The Birth of Dodger Baseball in NY!

!
http://bit.ly/1hadnmb!
!

(Before viewing, adjust the settings to
720 HD and Full Screen)

The Greats of the Game!

!

!

http://bit.ly/1psYr9v!

(Before viewing, adjust the
settings to 720 HD and Full
Screen)

The Prep ’62 Times

SportsMonday

MARCH 31, 2014

Late Edition
25 CENTS

OUTDOOR TRACK

St. Peter's Prep track coach bids farewell at Meet
of Champions
St. Peter's Prep track
coach Mike Burgess,
right, with senior runner
Randall Wall at the 2013
NJSIAA Meet of
Champions.

By Michael Wright/The Jersey Journal
on June 05, 2013

!

Since 1983, plenty has changed within the St. Peter’s Prep athletic program, but one of the things that
has become commonplace, however, is the presence of track coach Mike Burgess. Today, Burgess
coached in his final outdoor track meet at the NJSIAA Meet of Champions.

!

While Burgess will remain the coach of the St. Peter’s cross country team, he will retire from his duties
with the indoor and outdoor track teams.

!

"It’s been a good run,” Burgess said. “I’ve been fortunate enough to coach some great kids, witness
some great success stories, and make some great memories.”

!

Senior runner Randall Wall, who took seventh place in the 110-meter hurdles, said he owes much of his
success to his coach.

!

“Coach Burgess discovered me and it’s ironic that he’s coaching in his final meet with me running,”
said Wall. “I’m so grateful for having the chance to run for him.”
Burgess will hand over the reins of the Prep indoor and outdoor track program to one of his current
assistants, Chris Caulfield, Prep ‘03.
It is a bitter sweet ending for Burgess, who has no regrets about how he ran one of the top programs in
Hudson County for the past thirty years.
“If I had to do it all over again, I wouldn’t change a thing,” Burgess said. “It wasn’t about the wins and
losses, it’s about the great kids that I’ve coached and the great establishment that is St. Peter’s Prep.”
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VIDEO OF LAST YEAR’S OPENING WIN VS.
STRAKE JESUIT OF HOUSTON, TX!

!
!
!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Bzsi0GqF9HI

LAST YEAR

THIS YEAR

Pics from Game vs. Xavier!
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TENNIS

LAST YEAR’S RECORD
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CREW
Our Team was founded in the spring of 2010 out of the Passaic River Rowing Association(PRRA)
Boathouse in Lyndhurst, NJ.

!

We compete against high school rowing programs from all over the tri-state area as well as teams
from Maryland and Pennsylvania. The team currently consists of 40 members and is still growing.

!

Before a rower can participate, he must complete the following steps; must pass the swim test and
watch a safety training video. Practice runs 5 days a week during the Fall and Spring seasons with
indoor training during the winter on Prep’s Rowing machines.
Program History:
•
•

In the Spring of 2010 the Novice 4 took 1st place at the Passaic River Sprints in Lyndhurst,
NJ.
In the Fall of 2010 the Novice 8 finished 2nd at the Head of the Hudson Regatta in Albany, NY.
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