West Point Alumni Glee Club
MG George Robertson ‘58, Fort Myer Service, Interment and “Celebration of Life” Reception
Fort Myer Service
Date:  Thursday, August 13, 2020
Time: 0830 (Assembly); 0900 (Service)
Location: Old Fort Myer Chapel, Fort Myer
Uniform: Black blazer, pocket crest, VN pin, white shirt, club tie, gray trousers, black shoes and belt.   Face mask (we will provide one reusable charcoal gray masks for each singer at the event) PLEASE RETAIN THE FACE MASK FOR REUSE WITH WPAGC.  If you have previously been provided a mask PLEASE bring it.
Directions:   For the reception, it is at the Sheraton Hotel just off the Henderson Hall portion of Joint Base Fort Myer.  Address is:  900 S. Orme Street, Arlington, VA   WPAGC meet in the Commonwealth Room on the first floor.  If you attend the Fort Myer service, the easiest way is to exit through the Henderson Hall gate to the Sheraton.  If you attend the graveside service, you may want to exit the cemetery and take Route 610 around to the hotel.
Plan:
0830 Assembly:  Those who wish to stand and sing WITH MASKS during the playing of the recordings are welcome to do so.   Please meet in the Fort Myer Chapel basement room as in the past.
0900 Service:  WPAGC members who wish to attend, due to large family attendance and restrictions to 50, we ask that only those members who had close ties to MG Robertson attend.  We will sing along with the recordings of “Mansions of the Lord” (prior to processional) and “Alma Mater” (prior to the recessional).  Our traditional “hand salute” during the recessional will be rendered.
0945 Graveside Services:  All WPAGC members are welcome at the graveside service.  If you decide to attend ONLY the interment and reception, please join those going to the interment by car or walking AT THE FORT MYER CHAPEL NLT THAN 0920.  You will NOT be returning to Fort Myer if you attend the graveside services.   Since we will sing Alma Mater at the Fort Myer Chapel, there will be NO singing at graveside.
1045 Rehearsal:  WPAGC rehearsal in the Commonwealth Room.   We will be rehearsing with the Robertson grandkids who will also be performing.   PLEASE BE ON TIME!
1130 Reception and Open Bar (Russ wanted to remind you):    It is a large room that will have risers, sit down and standing tables socially distanced.  The food will be individually wrapped.
1200 Ceremony Starts
Program:
1. Russ will be the emcee for the start of the ceremony inviting those who wish to make remarks.
2. The last person invited to speak by Russ will be Tyler Von Tagen, one of the grandsons.
3. Tyler and his brother Derick will start singing GBTUSA, accompanying themselves on guitar and keyboard USING THE WPAGC ARRANGEMENT.  In “flashmob” fashion they will be joined by the other grandchildren.
4. GBTUSA:
a. During the first verse and refrain, “If tomorrow all my  . . . “ the grandchildren will sing.
b. The WPAGC tenors will move to the risers singing the second verse “From the lakes of Minnesota . . . “
c. The WPAGC basses and baris will move to the risers singing, starting at “Across the plains of Texas  . . .“ 
d. Goal: By the time we all reach the second refrain “And I’m proud to be an American . . .” all should be socially distanced on the risers (no masks).   Nancy will then step forward and direct the remainder of the song.
5. “Amazing Grace”  Russ returns to emcee.  Tyler and Derick begin playing and singing Amazing Grace (Loose Cannons arrangement).   The Loose Cannons step forward and sing with them to the end starting at “Now I see . . .”
6. WPAGC Program:
a. Terry Ryan and possibly others, introduce the Loose Cannons and the following songs in order:
b. WPAGC  (Stay flexible; there may be changes to the order of songs)
i. “The Corps”
ii. “Parting Glass”
iii. “Army Goes Rolling”  long version with recorded accompaniment
iv. “God Bless America” Nancy leads audience to join in
v. “West Point At Thy Call”  recorded accompaniment
7. Closing:  Russ will return to conduct the closing as emcee.   Depending upon a “game time” call, the Loose Cannons (with Russ perhaps) will be called on to do a couple of songs such as “When I’m 64,” “Sixteen Tons,” and possibly “Celtic Blessing.”  






