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H O M E T O W N  L I V I N G  A T  I T S  B E S T

Fashions for 
the Cure

This yearly show is all about 
celebrating life and beating 

the odds.

Sweeter as   
   the years 
go by

A Promise Kept
Lanny Vinson’s vision to help sick 

children is becoming a reality 
thanks to the Legends Dove Hunt 

and its generous participants.

Bee Shackelford
Taking Abilene ”by storm,” 

Bee‘s outgoing nature  
has impacted hundreds.

WINTER 2011

Candies by Vletas 
serves up fresh, 
handmade sweet 
treats made the 
old-fashioned way.
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Bee Shackelford:
Her Blessings Get    Sweeter with Time
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“We took Abilene by storm,” Bee says of  
      her mother’s choice to move the family here. 
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LEFT North Park’s 
Friendship House 
Coordinator Laura 
Herridge (far left) 
and her family: 
Will, Bart and Annie 
Herridge. 
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     ONE OF THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW CAME AND HEARD THEM DEBATING. 

NOTICING THAT JESUS HAD GIVEN THEM A GOOD ANSWER, HE ASKED HIM, “OF ALL

THE COMMANDMENTS, WHICH IS THE MOST IMPORTANT?” 

     “THE MOST IMPORTANT ONE,” ANSWERED JESUS, “IS THIS: ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL: 

THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE. LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND WITH ALL

YOUR SOUL AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ THE SECOND IS THIS: ‘LOVE YOUR

NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ THERE IS NO COMMANDMENT GREATER THAN THESE.”    MARK 12:28-31 (NIV)
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LEFT Lydia Vanderstoep, a 
Hardin-Simmons University 
senior majoring in Spanish and 
education, works on making 
slurry at the Friendship House 
construction project. The 
slurry is used for the earthen 
brick homes on the city block 
that makes up the Friendship 
House complex. Lydia has 
logged more than 200 hours 
of community service since 
she came to HSU three years 
ago. BELOW LEFT HSU student 
Shannon Rector, a junior 
elementary education major 
from Abilene, applies mud 
to the walls inside one of 
the earthen houses. Houses 
will be sold to low-income 
residents who qualify and will 
surround a park/playground 
when the complex is 
complete. OPPOSITE PAGE 
Volunteers and contributors 
have helped make the North 
Park Friendship House a  
success.
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ABOVE HSU student Sara Darden (red) with HSU students Zach Harrisberger 
and Anna Berry work in the Friendship House afterschool program. 
Pictured clockwise from left are Zack, Max (green), Jonah, students Anna 
and Zach, and Santiago. BELOW Anna Berry, an HSU sophomore nursing 
major from Ft. Worth, works with Jonah in the afterschool program at the 
Friendship House. Jonah goes to Ortiz Elementary School.
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Kids’ Club cookie decorating.
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