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c~I!.r1e at Clay: Is Our School Safe? 
NEWS EDITOR 

Imagine this, You get to 
your locker after class and open 
it, only to find a bunch of your 
stuff missing. This is a situa­
tion that has become all too fa-
miliar to many of 
Clay's students. Al­
though, Clay has one 
of the lowest crime 
rates out of all the lo­
cal high schools, the 
rate of thefts has 
been growing. A few 
weeks ago, in just 
one day four cars 
were broken into. 

who had his car stolen a few times. 
weeks ago said, " I felt that the The school has done a lot 
school ought to have better pro­
tection for students and their 
property." However, it is almost 
impossible for the school to 
keep the entire building, with 
over 30 exits, monitored at all 

to ensure the safety of students 
and continues to do more. They 
would like to add security cam­
eras and possibly install new 
lockers. Junior Jay Kitchner, 
who had his car broken into 

said, "I didn't really blame the 
school, I think the students 
should be more careful about 
their stuff." Many student's 
have seen or been victim to 
crime at school. Crimes are 
committed at schools around 
the country. School Adminis­

Also, this year 
there has been one 
car theft and a 
Moped theft. Some 
students blame the 
increase in thefts on 
lack of security pro­
vided by the school. 
Senior Ryan Timm, 

Students and staff arrived at school a few weeks ago to the sight of vandalism on the 
athletic shed near the Clay Practice Field. According to Sgt. Eric Kaser students need to 
take the initiative to help keep their school safe from such acts. 

trations have meetings 
with each other about 
crime and student safety. 
The South Bend Commu­
nity School Corporation 
feels that students could 
do more to keep their 
schools safe. Student 
Crimestoppers works ex­
actly like regular 
Crimestoppers, except it 
deals directly with crimes 
that happen on and 
around school property. 
There is even a cash re­
ward. 

Some student's feel 
that reporting a crime 

Devastating Earthquakes Rock Taiwan 
Nai-Wen Wong 
STAFF-WRITER 

October 10 is Taiwan's na­
tional birthday; we called it 
Double Tenth Holiday . But this 
year, the government canceled 
all the celebrations because of 
the earthquake on September 
21, the saddest national anni­
versary day. 

The strongest earthquake 
to strike Taiwan in 100 years 
killed at least 2,300 people and 
more than 8,300 were injured. 
So many people lost all they 
had in 20 seconds and felt how 
lines between life and death are 
so close. After the killer quake, 
people r"§alized life is cannot be 
taken for granted, even with a 
lot of uncertainty and potential 
risk in our lives. September 24 
was our homecoming , and it 
was also the Moon Festival. 
This is the reunion day for Chi-

nese people, 
but this year 
it was deadly 
silent. "The 
situation 
was ex­
tremely dire 
and there's 
nothing left," 
one survivor 
said. "This 
was abso-
lutely the 
most violent 
thing imag­
inable, many 
people are 
feeling emo­
tionally sick­
ened by 
this." 

Now Taiwan struggles to re­
cover from the devastating 
earthquake. It 's a painful start 
and our people have a long way 

Remembering Mr. Grenert 
On September 25, 1999, 

one of the South Bend Com­
munity School Corporation's 
best passed away, from natu­
ral causes. Mr. John Grenert, 
who retired at the end of the 
'97- '98 school year, taught 
fifth grade at Swanson High­
land Elementary for thirty­
four years. 

Social Studies was his fa­
vorite subject; he devoted a lot 
of time informing his students 
on the everyday life of the pio­
neers. He created a day, which 
was used to demonstrate, with 
hands-on activities, how the 
pioneers lived ... he called this 
Pioneer Day. 

Many thought that he was 
such a great teacher because 
he was so open and personal 
with his students. For many 
he made learning fun. Mr. 

Grenert will be missed by 
many of his friends, students, 
and teachers 

to go . Reading the tragic stories · 
on the Internet, it's really hard 
to believe what happened in 
Formosa, especially across the 
ocean. "The first thing I did was 
call back to Taiwan and see if 
my parents are okay," said Jun­
ior Kevin Chen. Besides the 
phone and the Internet, noth­
ing can do much help. "Fortu-

nately my parents are fine, but 
we lost two TV's and my com­
puter," Chen said. More than 
ten thousand aftershocks hit 
Taiwan; no one knows when 
will it slow down. No matter 
how many tears and trembling, 
we still have to face it. It was 
the most horrible moment in 
my life. 

"The Day Taiwan 
Crumbled." It only brought the 
traumas of 22 million people in 
Taiwan to light, but also deeply 
hurt those people who were 
concerned about it. "I saw the 
news on TV and I was worried 
about the people there. It is re­
ally sad and I feel sorry for 
them," said Junior Abby Borne. 
Their sympathy for Taiwan was 
greatly appreciated. 

The nightmare is not over 
and it may last for a long time. 
It's hard to see my people suf­
fering through a great calam­
ity, but now the whole country 
has rallied together. Helping 
each other and hoping will get 
them through it in time. 

Scholarship Opportunities 
Every yeat; hundreds of college scholarshlps Ql'8 not 
because ot lack ot quallfled ~. 
nial will Include information on sdlolofsfllps. see~ 
Counselor or career for more Information. 

Coca Cola Selaolan 
Foundation 
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could get you in trouble with 
other students, but with this 
program you remain completely 
anonymous. "I guess it would 
depend on the seriousness of 
the crime, whether or not I 
would report it," said Senior 
Melissa Maxwell. 

Principal John Harris 
stated, "Student Crimestoppers 
is very successful program, it 
has made a difference in help­
ing to investigate crimes and 
make our school a safer place." 
You can also report a crime to 
a counselor or any other staff 
member. "Reports of crime are 
not as bad as some people 
think, but we do need support 
from students," commented 
Sergeant Eric Kaser, school re­
source officer. So , if you ever 
see a crime remember you do 
have options. 

The Crier 
Hey Ladies!!! 

Don't miss the Powder Puff 
football game on Oct. 28th at 
Clay Field from 6:00-8:30pm. 

No School!! 
Plan a nice long weekend be­
cause we have a half-days on 
Oct. 29th and Nov. 4th and 
no school on Oct. 29th. 

Colleie Niiht 
Oct. 26th at 7:00pm don't for­
get college night in the media 
center. 

We're Sorry 
Apologies to senior Emily 
Holke, whose name was left 
out of the Homecoming Court 
picture caption in our last is­
sue. The Colonial regrets the 
error. 

If You're Absent 

In order to avoid getting a No 
Grade for more than 3 ab­
sences in a quarter, your ab­
sences must be waived; waiver 
requests will not be honored 
unless accompanied by 
proper documentation, which 
should be presented to the 
Attendance Office within 48 . 
hours of your returning to 
school. Proper documenta­
tion includes: 

•Doctor/Dentist Visit-Ap­
pointment form 
•Ill at Home-Note from doc­
tor saying you should not 
have come to school on speci­
fied days 
•Hospital Stay-Hospital Re­
lease form 
•College Visit (Seniors Only)­
Documen t indicating you 
were at the college on speci­
fied day 
•Funeral-Notice in newspaper 
paper or other printed matter 
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Halloween, known to many as 
"Devils Day," has been a very con­
troversial holiday for celebrating. 
Hollywood adds to this by making 
movies about the evil things that are 
believed to be associated with the 
holiday. Christians and philosophers 
contrast the opinion that the holiday 
is ritualistic, while others think that it's 
a day of celebration of the coming 
fall. 

Let's discuss the social involve­
ment. For instance, why would so 
many children dressed as pumpkins, 
ghosts, and vampires be so scared 
of trick-or-treating? Because older 
children go bag snatching just for 
kicks, or sick and demented adults 
poison candy apples and tootsie rolls 
for a good laugh. 

How can you honestly say you 
have fun by stealing candy from kids? 
It seems pretty low, considering high 
school kids have jobs or other mon­
etary sources and can go down to 
Walgreen's or Martin's and buy all the 
sweets they can eat until they are 
given more in their nice little stock­
ings hanging nestled from the mantle 
of the fireplace. 

Think back to when you were a 
little kid and imagine how you would 
feel if you were the victim of a Hal­
loween prank. It's really pathetic that 
you have to have your candy x-rayed 
before you can even crack the seal 
on your Blow Pop, or tear open your 
bag of Shock Tarts. Maybe you find 
these things fun to do ... that's your 
life. A suggestion for those in this 
category of people who give Hallow-

.. een a bad reputation: find a new way 
·to have fun that's not at someone 
else's expense. 
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Evolution vs. Creation 
Tyler Moore 
STAFF WRITER 

Evolution in its various 
forms argues for the 
increasing complexity of life 
over time. According to 
Charles Darwin, all living 
things come from one 
ancestor. 

The Scopes Monkey 
Trial, often referred 
to as the Trial of the 
Century took place 
in Dayton, 
Tennessee. On trial 
was teacher John 
T. Scopes who was 
accused of 
breaking a state 
law prohibiting the 
teaching of 
Darwin's theory of 
evolution in school. 

Scopes was convicted at 
the trial, but was released on 
a technicality. Tennessee 
repealed the law in 1967. The 
famous trial was also made 
into an acclaimed motion 
picture, Inherit the Wind. 

There is another theory 
that has been here even 
before Charles Darwin came 
in with his theory of 
evolution. This is know as 
"Intelligent Design." 

Advocates of Intelligent 
design say the concept really 

isn't so strange. If we may 
look at magnetic letters 
arranged on a refrigerator, 
we readily assess the 
combinations as either 
random or displaying some 
intelligible message. 

Dr. Stephen Meyer, 
director of the Center of the 

Renewal of Science and 
Culture, is one of 

t h o s e 
advocates. "We 
use that mode 
of reasoning in 
all walks of 
life, in science 

and ordinary 
life as well, " 

says Meyer. 
"That's a very 

exciting and 
intellectual development 
that enables us to analyze 
biology and to see that 
within the cell there are the 
distinctive hallmark of 
design." 

We still don't know 
everything that Darwin 
wrote because he was 
married to a devout 
Christian. He was very 
reluctant to state everything 
that followed from his 
theory. 

Know Your Fears 
Yashekia Smalls 
STAFF WRITER 

Fear is very normal. 
However, irrational fears, 
or phobias, can prevent 
you from leading a 
normal life. Some 
examples are acrophobia 
(fear of heights) and 
arachnophobia (fear of 
spiders). 

Some people's 
greatest fears are pretty 
amusing. Freshman 
Sarah Thomas said, 
"Clowns scare me for 

some reason." She 
humorously added, 
"How do they fit so 
many clowns into one 
car? That's what 
bothers me." 

Other people's fears 
are more serious. 
Sophomore Alisia Hill 
said, "One of my top 
fears is dying alone. I 
hate to know that I will 
die with no one there to 
help try and save me." 

TL e 

Masa Basic 
STAFF WRITER 

Where do all living 
beings come from? But way 
back in the beginning, where 
did first frogs, flowers, men 
come from? 

The life and death 
of Christ is because of 

debate. Should 
evolutionism and 
creationism be taught at 
schools? 

One thing we should 
know for sure: "Ignorance is 
not a bliss. Those who 

existence of Adam as a man continue to ignore 
created by God, and the scientific, well-research 
original sin. Without Adam's evidence perpetuate 
fall there is no purpose to ignorance on the next 
Christianity. generation," said Mrs. Mary 

Creationism offers only Short, science teacher. 
one answer: It began when Mr. Les Rassi said: "If 
God designed and made our Creationism is only taught 
first parents. S i n c e in church and evolution is 
creation was I only taught in schools then 
completed in\°"'~~ both sides end up 
the past, we_~ W- __ having biased 
would no . · opinions and there is 
expect to see it . ~. "' very little exchange of 
take place now, \ ideas between the two 
w h e r e a s group except in 
evolution is confrontational 
supposed to be 
still going on. 

We know that 
everything alive had to 
come from something 
else that was alive. 

The state of Kansas 
recently decided to open the 
door for creationism by 
removing evolution as a 
required science curriculum, 
and that started a national 

• 

Here are a few 
•Lightning (astraphobia) 
•Fire (pyrophobia) 
•Depth (bathophobia) 
•Computers 
•(logizomech­
anopho bia) 
•Thunder 
(brontophobia) 
•Speaking in 
public 
•Crossing streets 
(dromophobia) 
•Sickness 

zz 

My point 
is, hope we don't 
live in the moral 

Age. Like Baba 
Dioum said "In the end, we 
will conserve only what we 
love, we will love only what 
we will understand, and we 
will understand only what 
we are taught." 

Commonly 
held 

fea .-s-

-----------~ •Enclosed spaces 
(claustrophobia) 
•Snakes 

(ophidiophobia) 

•Being buried 
alive 

(tapephobia) 
•Cats (Ailurophobia) 

•Fear of writing 
(Graphophobia) 

Are any of your 
fears similar to those 
listed above? 

"Tl,e lluzz" expresses the opinion of students from Clay High School. 

Is It Still O.K. for Teens to Dress Up for Halloween? 
Freshman Tao Hoang 

"I find it bizarre ... but I 
am going to do it." 

Sophomore Tom Collier 

"If they want to." 

Junior Neil Barth 

"I don't think they 
should dress up." 

Senior Wendy Love 

"No, they should let 
the younger ones 

enjoy it." 

Photos by Mike Szymanski 
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l)o You like Scarv 
Movies-? 

Rob Lind 
STAFF WRITER 

When you think of your fa­
vorite scary movie, what comes 
to mind? Perhaps Psycho , 
Halloween , or The Birds. As the 
Halloween season rolls around 
horror films become more 
popular. With people wanting to 
be scared , it is nice to have a 

little help when cl)Qosiug the 
right movie . 

When selecting a scary 
movie, a good choice would be 
one of the s even sequels of Fri­
day the 13 '" . The film features 
Freddie Krueger as a re-incar­
nated child molester with razor­
fingered gloves that haunt s 
children in their dre a ms. In the 

hearts of Americans, Freddie is 
not dead. Rumors still float 
around about Jason vs. Freddie 
movies being produced. Anyone 
of the seven sequels would be a 
good movie to watch, if you 
want to be frightened. 

Another popular selection 
is The Exorcist. It is a shocking 
horror story about devil posses­
sion and the exorcism of the de-

monic spirits from 
a young, innocent 
girl. It still terrifies 
anybody that 
watches it. The 
thought of a demon 
possessing your 
soul is quite 
enough to frighten 
anyone. 

Scream is a 
current choice that 
can almost be con­
sidered a classic. In 
this movie you are 
always asking 
yourself who the 
killer is. There are 
always guesses, 
but the truth is 
never known until 
the last scene. 
Scream is definitely 
a good movie, if you 
like sitting on the 
edge of your seat, 
biting your nails, 
and wondering, 

who the killers really are. 
Steven King's It has fright­

ened Seniors A.J. Jones, and 
Matt Vogt. Jones commented, 
"Oh dude, the clown was crazy." 
Vogt said , "For a month I was 
scared to use the bathroom, the 
clowns where going to come 
through the pipes and eat me." 
In this movie, a clown-like crea-

ture, named Pennywise takes 
the lives of people in anyway 
possib le . The 'It' has no name; 
it is like a light that can trans­
form into anything. Even 
Stephen King doesn't know 
what the 'It' is. This movie is 
definitely a ten. 

For Freshman Michelle 
Maldonado and Sophomore 
Kyle Wojtys, The Blair Witch 
Project freaks them out. Wojtys 
explained "It seemed real, kind 
of like a documentary . " 
Maldonado said , "Everything 
just happened unexpectedly ." 
They recommend this movie for 
anyone that wants a scare. 

No matter what your favor­
ite scary movie is, just remem­
ber one thing: Never say ''I'll be 
right back" . .. because you 
won't. 

1ot, 1en Scarv 
Movies 

I. The Exorcist 

2. Stephen King's It 

3. The Omen 

4. Scream 

5. Nightmare On Elm Street 

6. Psycho 

7. Halloween 

8. The Silence of the Lambs 

9. The Children of the Corn 

IO. Urban Legend 

One Haunte d Night In Niles 

Jeni . Carmichael 
STAFF WRITER 

It 's time for Halloween , and 
you know what that 
means ... the Niles Haunted 
House! For s ome , the Haunted 
House has become a tradition. 

Whether it is for~the 
scare or to make ,. ., 
fun of it, the -
Niles Haunted · 
House is the place 
to go . 

I thought I'd do s o m e 
research, so a few friends and I 
piled into five cars and our mini 
caravan headed out towards 
our destination . 

Now, keep in mind that this 
is my personal experience, and 
I'll do my best to give a neutral 

description . 
When we got there , around 

7:30 p.m. , it was already 
packed. We ended up parking 
all the way out in Timbuktu, or 
so it seemed . I guess parking 
in the back could be a good 
thing since we did get out early, 
but at the time it was just a nui­
sance . 

After the ten-minute walk, 
we were greeted by a huge line 
and groups of people smoking 
before they entered. A whiney 
man with a nasal voice kept 
walking up and down he line 
announcing everything that 
would set the metal detector off. 
As much as he was talking, 
you 'd think lint would set it offl 

We were all ecstatic when 
the half-hour wait in line was 

r- - ----- - -------- ----, 
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over, now all we needed were 
tickets. I don't want to sound 
cheap , but this year the tickets 
were raised an extra dollar, 
making a grand total of $6 for 
one single ticket. They do, how­
ever , have "special deals" if you 
buy more than one ticket at a 
time. In my eyes, two tickets for 
$10 isn't much of a deal. 

Okay , now to get inside the 
House. You basically walk 
around in dark hallways for 
about fif- teen minutes. 

:L:
u finally get to 

Beetlejuice who 
leads you into an 
elevator, which 
leads to the many 

rooms of the main house: the 
cockroach room , the moving 
Jason mask room, and many 
more. 

Not to be negative, but I, 
along with many other people 
I've talked to, found the whole 
House rather boring. The whole 
atmosphere is ruined; you don't 
find yourself clutching the per­
son in front of you, closing your 
eyes or screaming out anymore. 
Maybe it's a waste of time and 
money, but it is a great oppor­
tunity to take matters into your 
own hands and scare your 
friends. 
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Vampires, Monsters, and Cats 
Oh My! 

Jacob Schpok & Bob Fiedler 
STAFF WRITERS 

It's about that time again, 
Halloween! That means candy, 
scary movies, and most of all 
costumes. From Barney for the 
toddlers to the vampires for the 
adults, cos-
tu mes are 
the biggest 
part of Hal­
loween. 
Do you re­
member 
when you 
w e r e 
younger 
and your 
m o m 
w o u I d 
paint your face and put little 
ballerina or G.l. Joe outfits on? 
Well, we have grown older, but 
we still like to dress up. Some 
of us will go trick or treating and 
others will just hand out candy. 
Either way, costumes are fun to 
wear. 
As many of us know, Hallow­
een costumes range anywhere 
from about $15 to, a couple of 
thousand dollars. This includes 
the outfit and props. You can 
also make your own for much 
less. If anyone wants to make 
their own costume, they can 

find books and other informa­
tion on the internet. If you have 
enough imagination, you can 
also design your own ensemble. 
We have found that, out of a 
hundred students at Clay, most 
would rather dress up as 
ninjas. The least thing people 

- - ts-~ 

' °"911 ( 16"°"! 

want to dress up as, is a mon­
ster. Most women would rather 
be princesses than cats. Com­
ing in at second place is a devil 
and followed by avampire. So 
you see that the classics are al­
ways in style. 

Even though most of us 
won 't go trick or treating, we 
can still dress up and pass out 
candy, or go to a party. If you 
are going out, remember that 
there are a lot of crazy people 
around here so be safe. We at 
The Colonial hope you have a 
happy Ha lloween! 

Hack This Up 
Nathan Ferrone 
STAFF WRITER 

Whether you are new to 
this school or not, more than 
likely you have seen some kids 
standing around in a Hack 
circle. Since about this time 
two years ago, the hacky sack 
community began to take its 
firm hold on Clay. Now there 
is a Hack circle forming in 
nearly every major gathering 
place in school, from the band 
hall in the wee hours of the 
morning, to the bus pick up 
lane at end of the day. 

One of the students be-
hind the idea, and the current 
president , Sophomore Megan 
McGrew, said the reasons be­
hind her commitment was "So 
many people enjoy playing 
hacky sack , everywhere you 
look you see a group of people 
hacking!" 

The entire Idea of the club 
was conceived during a game 
of hack, and this is what she 
said about it, "I was playing 
with Dean Heintzelman one 
day and we thought, why 
don't we start a hacky sack 

team?" So from then on 
they started Hacky sack is 

soon becom- .,---- -- ----- t h e i r 
That's a mighty 

ing the fast-
est growing 
'sport' in 
Clay's his­
tory. Now the 
word ' sport' 
may be taken 
quite literally. 

big sack you got 
there ... 

Just re­
cently work 
has been 
done to put 
together a 
hacky sack 
club together. 

If you talk to Mr. Don 
Gerstbauer about his involve­
ment with the cause , you 
would find out just how inter­
ested he was in putting it to­
gether. According to him, he 
wants to give students the en­
couragement to run whatever 
organization they can put to­
gether. He thought the idea for 
the club constitution was well 
planned, but he just needs to 
work out the details to make a 
final copy. 

It's not my 
fault .. .lt 
folloy.ed 
me home! 

work getting petitions, signa­
tures, and members. She also 
talked about how much she 
would look forward to seeing 
hacky sack clubs expand into 
other schools, and to see them 
all compete against each 
other. 

So next time you notice a 
Hack circle forming at Clay, 
feel free to join in, butjust re­
member one thing ... keep your 
hands off the sack! 
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Sports Commentary 

Women Invade A Traditionally Male Domain 
Paris Clark 
SPORTS EDITOR 

Imagine going to a wres­
tling match to see a girl line 
up against a guy, who is 
trained to neutralize his op­
ponent at the first opportu­
nity. Or how about going to a 
football game, one of the most 
violent sports played by man, 
and seeing a young woman 
crushed by three heavy line­
backers? Playing football is a 

battle that puts the most people 
on attack as the opposition to 
try and out number them. 
Some believe it's no place for a 
woman, who's thought of as 
delicate being in a rough world. 
Some girls, however, feel it's o.k. 
for them to play traditional 
guys' sports. 

What makes these girls 
want to play in a sport that re­
ally measures the brutness and 
ferocity one posses? This writer 
thinks it's silly and should not 
be allowed. I see these politi-

cally incorrect girls as just try­
ing to get some attention and 
stand out from the rest. 

Senior Matt Qualley stated 
about girls playing men sports, 
'Tm all for it; just don't come 
crying to me when you get 
hurt." Sophomore Jay 
Schoenherr commented, "they 
should stick to Cheerleading." 
It's a bit rude to say but that's 
the kind of emotions that stir 
up when a guy thinks of a 
woman playing a sport that 
men have dominated. 

Boys' Tennis Spread Lots of 'Love' 

Shaun Palus 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

As the fall season comes to 
an end, the tennis team fin­
ished the season with some 
strong wins and personal bests. 
The team was led by co-cap­
tains Senior Dave Stanton and 
Sophomore Vijay Ramanan. 

The team had many close 
wins and losses, but their big­
gest win was a 3-2 victory 
against Riley on September 23. 
In that game, many of Clay's 
tennis players stepped up and 
many had their biggest win of 
the season. Sophomore Sunjay 
Acharya describes this past 
season by stating that, "Ou r 
team didn't perform as well as 
we should have, but a lot of 
people improved a great deal. 

Tennis team sits and watches the exciting tennis match. From left to right­
Aakash Chauhan, Shayan Sinha, Steve Starchenko, Shaun Murphy, Simon 
Pound 

Junior Marco Sandusky, 
who mostly played doubles 
along with Sunjay, reflects on 
the team's performance and 
looks ahead to the future by 
saying, "We all played really 
hard this year. Every match we 
played was close. Next year I'm 
sure that more of those close 
matches will go our way." 

Ramanan also congratu­
lated his team. "I was impressed 

.o/ith how hard we played this 
year. Everyone had the right at­
titude, and although our record 

didn't show it, we were a very 
solid team," he said. The boy's 
tennis team ended a 4-4 record 
in the N.I.C. and a 6-8 record 
overall. 

This year, the team faced 
Riley again in the Sectionals, 
which they lost a tough match 
by a close 3-2. Although the 
team lost , Ramanan advanced 
to the Regionals, where he faced 
Penn's Troy Havens. In that 
match, Vijay lost a tough match 
on October 9. 

Ramanan also received 
first-team All-N.I.C., with a 
record of 12-3; also Sophomore 

Kashij Shaikah received Hon­
orable Mention on the N.I.C. 
team. 

With a young team of indi­
viduals like Juniors Marco 
Sandusky, Jim Vandy, Chris 
Smigielski, David Wolfson, 
Aaron Thomas, and Kevin 
Lawton, and Sophomores Vijay 
Ramanan, Kashij Shaikah, 
Sunjay Acharya and Chris 
Geist, many of this year's close 
matches will turn next year's 
into victories. Next season the 
tennis team will become a force 
to be reckoned with. 

Justin Brandon 
Editor-in-Chief 

Featured Athlete 

Vijay Ramanan 
Nickname: Phenomenon Ramanan 
What do you like about the sports you play: Nothing compares to the emotion and intensity 
in a big match 
Favorite Quote: "Perfection is only possible with God. We expect excellence." -Phil Jackson 
Favorite Team: University of North Carolina Basketball 
Favorite Opponent: Myself 
Superstition: Touching the "Play Like a Champion" sign before a match 
Biggest High School Win: State Championship in 2000 
Favorite thing to do in free time: I wish I had some! 
Proudest Moment: Playing for the Regional Championship this year 
If I were stuck on a desert island: I would want to be with: My parents 
In ten years I see myself: Making a fool of myself in graduate school 
If I won the lottery: I would give the money to a charity 
Favorite Teacher: Mr. Buczynski 
Favorite Subject: Anything with math 
Favorite television show: Freaks and Gee/cs 
Favorite Song: Anything that is audible 
Prized Possession: Being alive 
Boxers or Briefs: Boxers 
Favorite Movie: Suicide Kings 
If I could live anywhere: Where I am now 

Freshman Allison Zientara 
disagreed, saying, "I think girls 
should be allowed to play what­
ever they want to play." Why 
should girls be allowed to play 
women's sports when guys 
can't play women sports? Men 
play volleyball but you don't see 
guys making a big issue of not 
being allowed to play on the 
school's team. Secondly, in 
today's modern times every one 
is always trying to break out of 
the social barriers; however, 
when they can use the old ways 

of doing something to their ad­
vantage, it never fails they do. 

I think it's wrong to allow 
girls to play men's sports 
when men aren't allowed to 
play women's. The only rea­
son some of them want to play 
for attention, which should 
not be allowed. Everyone 
knows the average woman 
cannot compete with the av­
erage male when it comes to 
sports. So what I'm saying to 
all the people it applies to is, 
stick to your own sports. 

Girls Can Kick It Too! 
Megan Walker & Abby 
Herreman 
STAFF WRITERS 

So, how does it feel to be 
the first Clay girls' soccer 
team to be the co-champs of 
the NIC? Senior co-captain 
Erin Poe comments "It feels 
great that we won but the title 
should be only Clay's. 

We beat Adams and noth­
ing else should be said." In the 
beginning the team set goals 
and worked hard to achieve 
them. Junior Kristen Kearns 
said, "I am very proud of the 
varsity team. I knew they 
could do because they have 
so much respect for each 
other." 

Over the course of the 
season the team did fun ac­
tivities to improve team unity. 
The girls had pasta parties 
before big games and big sis­
ters and little sisters for en­
couragement and support. 
They also went to the beach 
and had pool parties. Senior 
co-captain Kris tin Rodick 
stated "In order to play well 
on the field, you have to have 
a friendship with the players 
on and off the field." 

Both Head Coach Ron 
Zielinski and Assistant Coach 
Paul Kingston have been at 
Clay for three years and man­
aged to improve the team's 

record every year. "Kids are 
kids anywhere you go, but I 
find Clay players have an in­
tense pride in themselves and 
their school. Clay girls' soc­
cer is totally the bomb!" 
Coach Z. said about the team. 
Coach Paul commented, "The 
players have a great spirit 
and a good outlook on the 
game." 

The team had a lot of 
memorable moments this 
season. Sophomore Lauren 
Stanisic and Coach Paul 
agreed that one of them was 
when they traveled to Lake 
Central and beat them. It was 
special because the previous 
two years Lake Central 
handed them two crushing 
defeats. Senior co-captain 
Kara Konstany's remembers 
when Coach Z. ran up and 
down the field yelling 
"Shagadelic baby!" 

There has always been 
the question "Which team is 
better? Boys or girls?" The 
boys' soccer team was asked 
what they thought of the girls. 
Senior Rob Irvine com­
mented, "Some of them could 
whoop, me but others I 
wouldn't mind dating." On 
the contrary Junior Kevin 
Chen says, "They are weak 
and no good." But Junior 
John Lehman sums it up by 
saying "FIRE!" 

Junior Jamie Temple jukes her opponent at a recent match against 
arch rival Adams. 
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