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Intro Note 5th Issue
Greetings All,
Regrettably, there were far fewer comments this month to view. Dale Bradford had included an old
issue of the Councilor, written as you will see, in June of 1945. I think it was a student newsletter,
which I believe was the forerunner to The Falcon that I recall. In any case, there are references to
many names I clearly recognize and some I knew, as well as activities of the time. It made very
interesting reading to me so I have included it in this mailing in place of the fewer comments.
I am very pleased to have received the few bio’s I have so far, but I am sure there are others who
have a fine story to tell. This is issue number five of the ten issues I have. The opportunity we all
have to renew old connections is half way to a close. You will unlikely ever have the chance to
reach so many old friends and classmates as you will in the next five months. I urge you to take
advantage of it and participate.
I am contemplating what to do with the accumulation of all these old Lens issues, your comments,
bio’s and old memos. An idea I am leaning towards at this time is to slip copies of all of them
separately into plastic sleeves so they can survive the handling by others and place them in the
library or in the hands of Rochester’s historic group. That way this review will be available to others
in the future. If you have other suggestions, I would be pleased to learn of them.
Once again I mention the fact that I have been requested to pass my “Lens” e-mail list to the ladies
who keep alumni informed of happenings of interest. I have no objections to honoring that request,
but should you not be in favor of my including your e-mail address, please inform me and I will
exclude yours.
Duane
P.S. Again I remind you, should you choose to print these, think about printing the covers (front
and back pages) in black in order to save your color ink cartridge as it will use a large quantity of
ink. Only the covers are in color. However, the comments sheet will have some color photos so you
may want to print those in color.
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Duane,
After all the work you have done I think it is time for a big thank you from all of us to you and a late
picture of you for us to see. Many of us had great service from Duane Peltier at State farm
insurance. Thanks Herb
Herb Hames (Daddy) Rochester Mich
Duane! Thanks again, so much!! I had SO much fun looking at these pix and it was amazing how
many "kids" I recognized! I wonder if Judy Whipple remembers the BIG drawing she made for my
parents the year they quit driving school bus in 1953 for Mt. Vernon (Dad, Clyde) and Stoney Creek
(Mom, Dorothy) and had many of the kids who rode the bus autograph it. It still hangs, with pride, in
the breezeway in our cottage in Central Lake, Michigan.
Love ya,
Sukie (Sharon) Blanchard Potere and Bob Potere

Duane, what fun again. Thank you so much for the fine placement at the top and finding my high school photo. I'm
printing it all out for classmate Bill Roth.
I can attest that Dick and Mary Eberline had a third child, son John!
Yep, the older kids were named for their parents, and on the distaff side they were‐‐to us‐‐Big Mary and Little Mary.
In Northern Italy in 2003, who should I meet but a first cousin of Dick!
Best, Judith
Duane

I am just thankful that you are sharing the Lens with us ... not to worry. I hope all is well with you folks. I have had the
joy of reconnecting with your sister Diane and she remains, as always, a bright light to me.
Kay Flanigan Smith

Duane:
Just got through reading word-for-word, cover-to-cover your latest submission. THanks so much
for the memories!
Jeannine Dugas Lee
P.S. In case Rochester people don't know, my dear Dean passed away Sept. 19, 2010. I miss him
terribly....

Yes I/we are and I used to hang with Sheryl your daughter.
You were a State Farm agent and of course everyone new
Johnny your dad the milkman.
Please bring me up to date with issues 2-4 also.
How is your family? They finally built on the Main/Glendale corner.
I did not move far only to Lake Orion, we still have a lot of our Rochester
friends/classmates we associate with.
Mary Littell Rodgers

We are short on comments this month so I will add a short piece here. I married Dolores Huntley,
my high school sweetheart, in 1951. It has been a fantastic 60 years. We built our first house on the
southeast edge of Lake Orion where we spent four years and then returned to Rochester. I built a
one story house on Glendale at the very top of the hill where we spent the next 10 years. I became
an agent for the State Farm Insurance Companies in 1961 and we moved to a house on Beechview
Drive in Oakland Valley in 1968. There we finished the task of raising 7 children over the next 35
years. We now live for 6 months of the year off Hamlin Rd in Rochester Hills and the other 6 months
in Venice, Florida where we became permanent residents in 2011. Dolores and I have been living
with and fighting the daily routine of the Alzheimer disease since 2004. It is, as some of you are or
have experienced, a terrible debilitating monster. We live the best way we can from day to day as
she deteriorates ever so slowly in our case. Nevertheless, we count the blessings we have enjoyed
through the many years we have shared.
Dolores and Duane Peltier
I must also add, undertaking the LENS MAGAZINE PROJECT has been an exhilarating experience.
The pleasure I have enjoyed exchanging e-mails with so many old friends, neighbors and people I
have never met has been a blessing beyond description.
DUANE

DOLORES

DUANE

James D. Littell, Sr.
5685 Nancy Drive SW
Wyoming, Michigan 49418
Email: jd_littell@yahoo.com

March 18, 2013
Duane,
I really appreciate the effort you have put forth in resurrecting my old art teachers
magazine. I, as well as all the others, remember our ville fondly.
A very short……..what have I been up to since high school (1967):
I am a cancer survivor and have my second head of full hair. My left arm was
amputated above the elbow. As you may have surmised this was caused by my military
service. My fate and destiny are not resting with my Oncologist but with my Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. I’ve been in remission since December of 2010. Tomorrow is never
promised.
Since I’m a fully disabled combat veteran, I felt an obligation to assist other veterans.
I’ve become a veteran rights activist/advocate/liaison. My legacy will be 2 have helped
other veterans and their families retrieve the benefits, they’ve paid 4 with their blood
and sacrifice.
I am a Christian, (United Methodist). B4 my illness’s and disabilities, I was a semi-pro
musician....(vocals and rhythm guitar....6/12 jumbo guilds). I am still an American
Muscle car guru. My experience with PC Systems is quite extensive. I have expertise in
Security, and Graphics software, as well as building a system from the chassis up. I have
been a Website and Network Administrator.
For Fun:
Drag racing/long range tri-cycling/cruisin' in one of my hotrods /music/anything near
water/just to mention a few..........

101ST ABN (AASLT), 160TH AVN SOAR, "Night Stalkers/Phoenix Flight", "Wings of
Destiny!", For Buddy...(2/08/70)...who lived it! Whiskey for my men and beer for my
horses! H.A.L.O!, 5th SF GRP, "De Oppresso Liber" (To Liberate the Oppressed!),
MACV-SOG, "Death From Above, Shut Up and Jump!" VFW, American Legion, v4vmi.org (co-chair, founder
"Night Stalkers, SOG”

James D. Littell, Sr.
5685 Nancy Drive SW
Wyoming, Michigan 49418
Email: jd_littell@yahoo.com

Warmest Regards,

James D. Littell, Sr.
(phoenix22)
Co-Chair, v4v-mi.org

JIM LITTELL

SPECIAL FORCES

PHOENIX 22

GOD BLESS YOU JIM. MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SACRIFICE AND YOUR
SERVICE.
DUANE

101ST ABN (AASLT), 160TH AVN SOAR, "Night Stalkers/Phoenix Flight", "Wings of
Destiny!", For Buddy...(2/08/70)...who lived it! Whiskey for my men and beer for my
horses! H.A.L.O!, 5th SF GRP, "De Oppresso Liber" (To Liberate the Oppressed!),
MACV-SOG, "Death From Above, Shut Up and Jump!" VFW, American Legion, v4vmi.org (co-chair, founder
"Night Stalkers, SOG”

Hi Duane,
I just love reading all the notes from our Rochester friends and family. Even though I don’t
know most of them, it’s fun to hear what kinds of twists and turns their lives have taken since
they left home. Here’s my story.
As you know, I married Larry Detter whom I met when he moved into our house after
answering your advertisement for an apartment above your State Farm office on Walnut
Street. Since you were in the process of renovating the apartment, this young, clean‐cut
college grad needed a place to stay until the apartment was completed. While Larry was
sitting across the desk from you, you called our mom and asked her if she’d mind having a
renter until the apartment was remodeled. Mom felt there was always room for one more,
whether it was at the dinner table or in this case a spare bedroom that wasn’t being
used. Larry had slept in his car on a country road in Auburn Hills the night before, because he
had just accepted a position as a teacher with Avondale Schools. He was relieved to know he
would actually have a bed to sleep in this night.
Since I was in Florida on vacation with some recently graduated high school friends, I was
surprised to call home and have a man’s voice answer the phone. I said, “Who is this?” Larry
said, “I’m the roomer.” I said, “The roomer! What the heck. I leave home for a couple of
weeks and mom fills my room.” Well, three years later we were married, and this summer we
will celebrate our 47th wedding anniversary.
I think it is time I thank you for your part in introducing my hubby and I. He still rocks my
world!!!
Diane Peltier‐Detter

Diane Peltier‐Detter

Larry & Diane’s Family

